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PREFACE. 

This little work was written at the request of the Council 
^ of the British Homoeopathic Congress, as a paper to be 
> read at the meeting of Congress in London in 1902. It 
was soon found that the mass of material I had got to- 
gether would make the paper far too long to be read at one 
meeting. A portion of it was therefore read, and the rest 
"^ was taken as read, and published in instalments in the 
Monthly Homimpathic Review. 

What I call the " First Chapter " consists of the numerous 
bits of unconscious homoeopathic treatment collected by 
Hahnemann from all known medical works from Hippo- 
crates down to his own time. These extracts are extremely 
interesting, and well worth reading, but as they would be 
looked upon at the present day as simply ancient history, 
I have omitted them in this paper. 

The " Second Chapter " of evidence, I have collected 
from standard works of the old school down to 1869. The 
drugs there cited are forty-one in number, and are arranged 
alphabetically, with the exception of the last five, which 
are taken from the current journals. 

The " Third Chapter " commences with the pubUcation, 
in 1869, of Dr. Einger's well-known Manual of Thera- 
peutics. The drugs cited from Dr. Einger's work are given 
in the order in which he puts them in his fifth edition. 

The " Fourth Chapter " commences with 1870, and goes 
down to 1885. In this and the following chapter I take 
each year's evidence consecutively, making thus an annual 
record. 



IV 
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The " Fifth Chapter " is continued in the same way from 
1885 to 1902, when this paper was wiitten. 

Such an arrangement of the evidence brought forward 
in this book may seem inartistic, but it shows my argument 
more clearly than if aU the drugs were arranged alpha- 
betically. I therefore keep to my original plan, and the 
Index of the drugs cited — ^in all seventy-three — will 
enable the reader to find the place of each when he wants 
it. 

The aim of my argument is stated in the first two pages, 
and need not be repeated here. 

The British Homoeopathic Association deemed that the 
argument, with the mass of evidence to support it, was so 
important in the question of the truth of the law of 
similars, and its practical application in practice known as 
homoeopathy, that the Executive Committee requested 
me to allow them to re-publish the paper in its present 
form. To this I gladly acceded, and I trust that such a 
convincing mass of evidence will be " read, marked, and 
inwardly digested " by our professional friends of the old 
school, and so be a means of advancing the Truth in 
medicine. D. D. B. 

February, 1904. 



THE PERMEATION OF PRESENT DAY 
MEDICINE BY HOMOEOPATHY. 



Chaptbr I. 



My aim in this paper is to show how largely, from 
comparatively recent times till the present day, our friends 
of the old school, while running down our principles of 
treatment as unscientific, as the "grave of medicine," 
and as absurd ; while refusing to meet us in consultation, 
preventing us becoming members of the various medical 
societies, or holding any public appointments in connection 
with hospitals or otherwise ; while calling themselves 
"regular" practitioners, and us, consequently, irregular 
ones — in other words, professionally tabooing us ; and 
stating, as the Lancet did the other day, that our treatment 
" is tantamount to no treatment at all," yet show clearly 
how our principles and practice are adopted by them, 
though without any acknowledgment, or any hint of the 
source from which the " new " treatment is obtained. 
Imitation is said to be the sincerest form of flattery, and 
in spite of all denunciations of our principles and conse- 
quent treatment of disease, it cannot but gratify us to 
find that in this unmistakably practical way our views 
are steadily leavening the practice of our opponents. Our 
gratification is, however, a trifling matter. What is 
more important, and well worth the consideration of 
those who taboo us, is that it is one of the strongest argu- 
ments for the proof of the truth and solid basis of our thera- 
peutics. When we find a man who opposes our views, 
and not merely opposes them, but denies their scientific 

1 



2 The Argument Stated. 

nature, and will have nothing to say to us in consequence, 
who yet adopts our treatment — treatment that from an 
allopathic standpoint is utterly wrong and absolutely 
contra-indicated, treatment that is explicable on no other 
theory than the action of the law oi similars, and who 
publishes his successful use of such therapeusis, we 
maintain that his theoretical opposition is simply ridiculous 
and a' contradiction in terms. We have always stated 
that however beautiful homoeopathy is in theory, the 
practical results of the theory are the only tests that are 
of real value. If the theory fails to be borne out in practice 
it is worthless. Hence, p^ contray if our opponents find 
the homoeopathic treatment a success, whether prescribed 
wittingly or otherwise, the ground of theoretical objection 
is cut away from their feet. It is this practical, forcible, 
and irrefutable argument that I propose to demonstrate 
in this paper. There is, therefore, nothing original in 
it. It is simply an array of facts, collated for a 
special purpose, but perhaps of more value as an argument 
than an article containing original views. Tou will also 
be good enough to observe that in arranging these facts 
I quote entirely from allopathic luriterSy and abstain 
altogether from any statements from homoeopathic 
sources, either as to pathogenesis or treatment. 

Perhaps I should begin by recounting the remarkable 
amount of blind evidence, that is, evidence given un- 
wittingly, which Hahnemann discovered in his marvellously 
wide reading in medical works pubHshed before his own 
day. Showing an extraordinary amount of erudition, 
Hahnemann studied these works after he had thought 
out the doctrine of similars, to see if any conscious or 
unconscious use had been made of it since the days of 
Hippocrates, who stated that " Some diseases are cured 
by likes, and some by contraries." The amount of such 
evidence, which he published in support of his views, is 
remarkable. If any of my hearers have not read these 
cases, the sooner they do so the better for themselves 
and for their further appreciation of the careful study 
and learning of the great Hahnemann. But though this 
information remains a sealed book to allopaths because 
they will not look into it, yet it would take up more time 
than I should feel warranted in doing in a Congress paper 
to go. into these ancient records. And, besides, it might 
be said that they were too ancient to have much bearing 



DiTision of the Subject. 3 

on the relations between the two schools to-day. I there- 
fore only refer to them in passing as being most interesting 
and instructive, as showing how, long before Hahnemann's 
time, the principle of sinulars was frequently acted upon 
in practice. They are well worth reading, and constitute 
what I would call the First Chapter in the books of 
evidence in support of my present argument. 

The Second Chapter consists of similar evidence from 
old-school standard authors up till the time when Dr. 
Sydney Ringer published his Handbook of Therapeutics 
in 1869, the epoch from which I date the commencement 
of what I term the Third Chapter. 

The Fourth Chapter consists in evidence from 1870 
to 1885, and is given in the order of consecutive years. 

The Fifth Chapter is continued in the same manner 
from 1885 to 1902. 



Chapter II. 

The Second Chapter evidence I now proceed to analyse. 
I have got together the goodly number of forty-one 
medicines, common to both schools, of which we find the 
homoeopathic employment — that is, their use in curing 
disorders similar to those produced by these medicines 
in full doses, recorded by standard writers. These 
standard works from which I quote are : (1) Trousseau 
and Pidoux^ Traits de Therapeiftique, 7th edition ; (2) 
Pereira^s Materia Medica, 3rd edition ; (3) Wood^s Materia 
Medica ; (4) Waring^s Manual of Therapeutics ; (5) Chris- 
tison on Poisons, 4th edition ; (6) Taylor on Poisons, 
4th edition ; (7) Graves^ Clinical Lectures, Neligan's 
edition. 
These medicines are, alphabetically : — 

1. Add Sulphuric, — Taylor, Pereira, and Wood con- 
cur in stating that it causes disturbance of digestion, 
griping pain in stomach and bowels, and purging, often 
with blood. Wood states that this may occur from its 
" too long continuance in medicinal doses." Conversely, 
its use in diarrhoea is too well known to require references, 
so also is its value as a stomach " tonic " in small doses, 
while its use in painter's colic, which is characterized by 
severe abdominal pain, is well known- 

2. Adds Nitric and Hydrochloric act in a similar manner 
in inflaming or irritating the stomach, while both are 
largely used in small doses as stomachic " tonics," to 
improve appetite and digestion. 

4. Add Oxalic, — This produces pain, bloody vomiting, 
and great prostration, and the stomach is found, post 
mortem, red and inflamed, while Waring states that an 
Italian physician had obtained " uniform success " with its 
use in inflammation of the mucous membrane of the stomach. 
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5. Alum. — Trousseau and Pidoox state that when 
employed externally it at first contracts the vessels, pales 
the inflamed part, the swelling and the colour of the 
part are diminished, and the tissue seems as if dried up. 
But if (the opposite effect) the application be used too 
strong, or too long continued, this primary condition is 
followed "by the phenomena of true inflammation." 
Pereira and Wood make similar statements. Conversely, 
in a weak solution, its value as a gargle or an eye-wash 
is well known. Internally these same writers state that 
in large doses it causes pain in the stomach, difficulty 
of digestion, with vomiting and diarrhoea. Conversely, 
Waring quotes Sir J. Murray as speaking of it in the highest 
terms in catarrhal affections of the stomach, while he, 
Wood, and Pereira all speak of its success in the treatment 
of diarrhoea. 

6. Ammonia, — The use of ammonia as a " diffusible 
stimulant," chiefly in the form of sal volatile, in fainting, 
collapse, and general depression is in daily employment. 
But it is not generally known, or at least is conveniently 
forgotten, that in large doses ammonia produces this 
very state — great depression, faintness, collapse, coldness 
of the body, feebleness of pulse, and loss of voice. Hence 
its constantly used medicinal effect is purely homoeopathic, 
a fact which the public have no idea of. 

7. Antim^ony, or its usual form tartar emetic, — Its use 
in the old school is pre-eminently homoeopathic. Its 
pathogenetic effect is well known, causing loss of appetite, 
nausea, vomiting, and much depression of the vital 
powers, and diarrhoea, with much irritation of the alimen- 
tary canal. Majendie found in his experiments with 
animals that it almost always produced inflammation 
of the lungs, from which the animals died. Schloepfer 
obtained the same results, as recorded by Christison, and 
Taylor states also that it causes congestion of the lungs. 
Conversely, we find Graves speaking of its use in certain 
forms of dyspepsia. But its value in pneumonia is well 
known, and here we find the homoeopathicity of it (in 
pneumonia) by the effects of large and small doses. When 
it used to be given in large doses under Rasori the mortality 
was, as quoted by Dr. Hughes Bennett, 1 in 5, while in 
cases treated by Dr. Dietl, of Vienna, with diet only, the 
mortality was 1 in 13 J. Pereira, in fact, naively remarks 
that *' if tartar emetic has a tendency to inflame the lungs. 
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or at least to occasion pulmonary engorgement, we should 
expect that large doses of it would not be very beneficial 
in acute pneumonia." This is common sense. Those 
who still use large doses of it find that it is only in " sthenic " 

I cases that it can be borne, and that in debilitated subjects 

it is " contra-indicated." Dr. Gairdner, of Glasgow, in his 
Clinical Lectures (p. 643), gives an admirable exposition 
of the true dosage of antimony in pneumonia, which I must 

j quote. He says' : " In general, I regard the ordinary 

physiological action of antimony as quite opposed to its 
therapeutic action (the italics are Dr. G.'s own), and when- 
ever they occur I make it a rule either to suspend the 
remedy or diminish the dose, believing it to be, on the 
whole, much safer to forego the possible advantage of the 
antimonial medication than run the risk of superinducing 
the least degree of poisonous action." He then gives a 

I case where he gave tartar emetic to an enfeebled, exhausted 

patient, and says : "In this case, ieis in several others 
of similar character which have occurred to me, I ventured 
notwithstanding the extreme weakness and exhaustion 
of the patient, upon the administration of small doses, 
along with diffusible stimulants, and was rewarded by 
seeing the remedy produce its best effects, viz,, a therapeutic 
without the least trace of a physiological action. The dose 
shoidd rarely exceed the ^th or even ^^th of a grain to 
begin with in such cases — sometimes even less." This 
is exactly the homoeopathic idea — giving a remedy which 
causes a similar state of disease, and in doses small enough 
to produce no aggravation, thereby obtaining the curative 
result. And the constant prescription by allopaths of 
tartar emetic in pneumonia and bronchitis is a pure piece 
of homoeopathy. Apropos of the irritative action of 
antimony on the gastro-enteric mucous membrane, it is 
noteworthy that Trousseau and Pidoux state that when 
given in pneumonia " antimony was more useful in those 
cases, precisely, where the stomach and intestines were 
most irritable." This is beautiful homoeopathy. 

8. Arsenic, — The entire modem use of arsenic by the 
old school is, I may say, thoroughly homoeopathic. Its 
action on the gastro-enteric mucous membrane, causing 
great gastric and intestinal pain of a burning character, 
red tongue, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea of a watery type, 
prostration, cramps in the legs, and tenderness in the 
epigastrium and abdomen, is too well known to require 
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more than this short description. One would have thought 
that to employ it as a medicine in these very conditions 
when the result of disease, would be too obviously contra- 
indicated from an allopathic point of view to be thought 
of, and, if used, too obviously homoeopathic to pass 
unnoticed, or its meaning unobserved. Yet such is 
the case. In 1857 Dr. Black, of Chesterfield, writes to the 
Lancet, reconmiending arsenic as being, in his experience, 
a " specific " in cholera, even in the stage of collapse, and 
states that a Liverpool physician, disgusted with the 
ordinary treatment, had found such success with it that 
he now used no other medicine. Trousseau advises it 
in chronic diarrhoea and the diarrhoea of phthisis. Dr. 
Handfield Jones quotes Mr. Hunt, the writer on skin 
disease, as speaking of its " eminent utility in checking 
chronic diarrhoea and gastric irritation," while Dr. Leared, of 
the Great Northern Hospital, writes to the British Medical 
Journal (1867) praising its value in certain forms of 
gastric pain. Trousseau and Pidoujc speak of its improving 
the appetite, facilitating digestion, and in " diminishing 
the sensibility of the stomach," and in gastralgia. They 
add that their own observations, added to those of others, 
" seem to us to authorize the employment of arsenic in 
extremely small doses (a doses extrimement petites) in 
certain refractory states of the digestive organs ; for 
example, in dyspepsia or gastro-enteralgia, accompanied 
by obstinate diarrhoea, and in certain cases of lientery 
with a cachectic state that nothing else can modify." 
Dr. Begbie, of Edinburgh, in his " Contributions to 
Practical Medicine," gives a passage which is worth 
quoting. He says : " As to an irritable condition of the 

f gastric mucous membrane being a bar to its employment, 
ate experience has proved that in many cases arsenic is 
the most valuable remedy we possess for allaying and 
ultimately removing this morbid condition. An intimate 
sympathy exists between the skin and the mucous mem- 
brane of the bowels ; and it has been remarked that in 
many cutaneous afEections diarrhoea is apt to concur and 
to keep pace with the progress of the primary disease. 
It is certain that in such cases arsenic can be employed, 
not only with advantage to the skin afEections, but with 
a corresponding improvement in the condition of the 
bowels ; the relief and cure of the two disorders being 
coincident with the development of the earliest symptoms 



8 Arsenic 

of arsenical operation. But apart altogether from this 
class of cases, there is another where the skin affection 
complicates the disease of the bowels, and where the 
continued irritation, with frequent dejections of vitiated 
secretions and bloody mucus, gives rise to the suspicion 
that ulceration of the inner coat has taken place ; or 
where the evacuations are of such a character as to lead 
to the belief that a process of eruption and desquamation 
analogous to that observed in the skin is going on. In 
such cases small doses of arsenic cautiously administered 
have been found highly serviceable — correcting the 
secretions, checking the diarrhoea, and restoring a healthy 
character to the mucous membrane. Arsenic has lately 
been extolled as a remedy in cholera, haying been 
employed in full and frequently repeated doses during 
the vomiting, purging, and collapse of the disease." 
Christison, quoting from Hahnemann (!), describes the 
symptoms of chronic poisoning by arsenic as follows : 
' They are a gradual sinking of the vital powers of life, 
without any violent symptoms — a nameless feeling of 
illness, failure of strength, slight feverishness, want of 
sleep, lividity of the countenance, and an aversion to fo6d 
and drink and all the other enjoyments of life. Dropsy 
closes this scene, along with black miliary eruptions, or 
colliquative perspiration and purging.'* To place against 
this picture. Dr. Graves, in his Clinical Lectures, gives 
a case where the patient was "in an extreme state of 
emaciation and debility — in fact, a complete skeleton, 
and unable to support himself on his legs. . . . For 
the last two years he had never slept at night, except in 
consequence of an opiate." He was put on arsenic, and 
the result was that his sleep gradually returned, " he 
daily gathered flesh and strength, and in the course of a 
month was so altered for the better that were it not for 
the depressed nose no one could have recognised him to 
be the same being whose misery a month ago had so 
strongly excited our commiseration." 

Next, as to the action of arsenic on the skin, the various 
forms of skin eruption well known to be produced by 
arsenic require no reference, while conversely the value 
of arsenic in nearly every form of skin disease is universally 
recognized. 

Inflammation of the conjunctiva is uniformly seen in 
over-dosing or poisoning by arsenic, with sandy 
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pain, redness, oedema of the eyelids, and lacrymation. 
Conversely, we find Handfield Jones saying that " arsenic 
appeared to be a specific in chronic inflanunation of the 
eyes and of the uds." Waring says : ''In catarrhal 
ophthalmia, and more especially in those forms which 
are of a passive, subacute, or chronic character, or where 
the irritability of the conjunctiva is excessive, arsenic 
has proved very beneficial in the hands of Dr. Mackenzie. 
In strumous ophthalmia Dr. Thorp states that arsenic 
is a most valuable agent in inveterate cases." 

Arsenic pi^uces epilepsy. Christison gives a case 
which he cAls " a good example of epilepsy supervening 
on the ordinary symptoms of inflammation." Waring 
quotes several authors who had used it successfully in 
this disease. It also produces convulsive movements 
of the voluntary muscles, as stated by Christison, Taylor, 
and others. Taylor gives a case where the patient '' had 
such a degree of nervous irritability that a current of air 
caused spasms and convulsions." In a case of my own, 
of poisoning from arsenical wall-paper, which was seen 
by another doctor with me, the symptoms so exactly 
resembled chorea that, before the cause was discovered, 
I had advised arsenic as the remedy. Conversely, 
Pereira, Begbie, and others speak in the highest terms 
of its value in chorea, the former saying, *' I know of no 
remedy for this disease equal to arsenic, which, in a large 
proportion of cases, acts almost as a specific." 

Now for the chest-symptoms of arsenic. Christison, 
Taylor, and Pereira all testify to the power of arsenic 
to produce irritation of the lungs and air-passages, shortness 
and difficulty of breathing, chest pain, and pneumonia, 
oppressed respiration, and dry cough, with hot sensation 
in the air passages, and, post-mortem, redness of the lining 
of the bronchial tubes, with pneumonia. Conversely, 
Dr. Begbie speaks of its value in bronchitis, bronchial 
irritation, hay-fever, and asthma. Of its use in phthisis, 
Trousseau and Pidoux speak very highly. They say : 
*' We have seen the diarrhoea moderate, the hectic fever 
diminish, the cough become less frequent, the expectoration 
take a better character, but we have not cured. Never- 
theless, the results which we have obtained are motives 
of encouragement to us, and nothing prevents us hoping 
that in cases only sUghtly advanced we may obtain a 
cure." Dr. Leared also speaks of the advantages he 
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found from arsenic in phthisis. And Waring quotes 
M. Garin, a French physician, as saying that in chronic 
bronchitis with copious expectoration and much emaciation 
he had used arsenic with much success. I may justifiably 
repeat that the entire modern use of arsenic is homoeopathic. 

9. Belladonna. — Itis power to produce convulsions is ^ 

well known, while Trousseau and Pidoux speak in very 
high praise of its value in epilepsy, in eclampsia of infants, j 

and of puerperal women. They say that "belladonna 
administered in small doses sometimes produces unhoped 
for results." On the bladder, these authors state that 
a semi-paralysis is produced, with involuntary emission 
of urine, and, conversely, that it is one of the most effica- 
cious remedies in incontinence of urine. Brown-Sequard, 
Handfield Jones, Waring, and numerous writers testify to 
the same. On the brain, the action of belladonna is well 
known, causing mania, hallucinations, dehrium, and 
general mental excitement. On this Trousseau and ^ 

Pidoux remark — and this quotation is very important 
from our standpoint : " Analogy, that guide so sure in 
therapeutics, ought to lead us to use belladonna in the 
treatment of mania, inasmuch as belladonna taken in ^ 

large doses produces a temporary mania ; for experience 
has proved that a multitude of diseases are cured by 
therapeutic agents, which seem to act in the same manner 
as the disease to which we oppose this remedy." This 
is a beautiful testimony to the law of similars. Waring 
says : "In the delirium occurring in fevers and in 
erysipelas, belladonna is sometimes a more effectual 
sedative than opium, and is often admissible when the ' 

latter is not so." 

Next, the testimony of Trousseau and Pidoux, Pereira, 
Taylor, Handfield Jones, and Waring is clear and decided 
as to the power of belladonna to produce a scarlet eruption \ 

resembling that of scarlet fever. Conversely, the obser- 
vations of Hahnemann that belladonna acts as a valuable 
remedy in scarlet fever, and also as a preventive, has 
been called in question by various allopathic writers; 
but Waring most fairly gives the authorities and facts 
for and against, and winds up by saying, " The weight of 
testimony is decidedly in favour of its preventive action." \ 

He then adds that " as a remedial agent in scarlet fever 
belladonna appears to be undoubtedly a valuable remedy," j 

and he quotes several authors in support of this. In ; 
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erysipelas, on account of this pathogenetic red rash, it is 
the chief remedy with homoeopaths. In support of this 
practice we have the authority of the celebrated Liston. 
In the Lancet, after giving several cases of erysipelas 
treated by himself with aconite and belladonna, he says, 
after speaking of its good effects, " Of course we cannot 
pretend to say positively in what way this effect is pro- 
duced, but it seems almost to act by magic ; however, 
so long as we benefit our patients by the treatment we 
pursue, we have no right to condemn the principles upon 
which this treatment is pursued." He then goes on to 
say that this is the homoeopathic remedy for erysipelas, 
and continues : " I believe in the homoeopathic doctrine 
to a certain extent, but I cannot as yet, from inexperience 
on the subject, go the length its advocates would wish, 
in as far as regards the very minute doses of some of their 
medicines. The medicines in the above cases were 
certainly given in much smaller doses than have ever 
hitherto been prescribed. The beneficial effects, as you 
witnessed, were unquestionable. I have, however, seen 
similar good effects from the belladonna prepared according 
to the homoeopathic pharmacopoeia, in a case of very 
severe erysipelas of the head and face, under the care of 
my friend Dr. Quin. The inflammatory symptoms and 
local signs disappeared with very great rapidity. Without 
adopting the theory of this medical sect, you ought not 
to reject its doctrines without due examination and 
enquiry. We shall continue the employment of this plan 
of treatment in erysipelas so long as we find it as successful 
as it has been." It is quite refreshing to find such honest 
and fearless views coming from such a celebrated man, 
and to find them published in the Lancet of that date. 
Had our opponents generally adopted such an attitude 
towards homoeopathy, it might have been to-day the 
dominant practice in the profession. 

10. Bismuth. — We have evidence in Pereira and 
Christison of bismuth causing gastro-enteritis, watery 
purging, with pain and vomiting, and, post-morteniy well- 
marked evidence of inflammation of the bowels. The 
converse medicinal action of bismuth in irritative dyspepsia, 
vomiting, and diarrhoea is well known. But I pass over 
this without pushing the point, as we are often told that 
bismuth is frequently adiilterated with arsenic, and that 
these irritative symptoms are the result of the arsenic, 
and not of the bismuth. 
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11. Cinchona and Quinine, — The action of cinchona 
in producing a state very similar to that of ague — ^the fact 
that led Hahnemann to the discovery of the homoeopathic 
lavy^ — ^has been disputed by some writers. But there is 
ample evidence of it in trustworthy authors, and in the 
facts noticed by the workers in cinchona and quinine. 
And we find the authority of Trousseau and Kdoux 
supporting it. They first quote Bretonneau as saying : 
"Each day's observation proves that cinchona, giv^en 
in a large dose, determines, in a great number of subjects, 
a very marked febrile movement. The characters of 
this fever, and the time when it shows itself, vary in 
different individuals ; oftenest, tinnitus aurium, deafness, 
and a species of intoxication precede the invasion of this 
fever ; a slight shivering then occurs ; a dry heat accom- 
panied by headache succeeds to these first symptoms ; 
they gradually abate and end by sweat. Far from 
yielding to new and higher doses of this medicine the 
fever produced by cinchona is only exasperated." 
Trousseau and Pidoux then go on to say : " But if strong 
doses are renewed each day and continued during a long 
time, besides the stomach pains of which we have spoken, 
there manifests itself a species of fever exactly indicated 
by M. Bretonneau,' and which affects an intermittent 
type when the cinchona is given in an intermittent manner. 
TMs fever is a species of vicious circle in which very often 
inexperienced physicians turn who are ignorant of the 
action of cinchona ; they redouble the doses of the 
medicine, and throw the patient into a state which may 
be very serious." Conversely, of course, cinchona and 
quinine are par excellence the remedies in ague — a pure 
piece of homoeopathy. 

Next, as to its action on the stomach, the use of cinchona 
and quinine as so-called " tonics " in certain forms of 
dyspepsia and gastralgia is too much in daily employment 
by the allopaths from the time cinchona was discovered 
till now. to require references on this point. But it is 
not generally known, or at least the fact is ignored, that 
this drug produces in large doses the very conditions it 
is so commonly prescribed to cure. If this is doubted, 
hear what Trousseau and Pidoux say : " In the healthy 
body, in a moderate dose, its ingestion causes a feeling 
of inconvenient heat and weight in the region of the 
stomach. In persons a little irritable it cannot be borne, 
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and causes vomiting. ... It causes pains in the 
stomach which take in certain persons a remarkable 
intensity. These pains, which persist some length of 
time after the medicine has been omitted, yield with 
difficulty, and ought in general to prevent physicians 
employing it for too long a time continuously in the 
treatment of gastralgias, which call for tonics. . . . 
When the digestive tube is in a normal state, quinine 
determines there a moderate excitation, which shows 
itself oftenest by a simple augmentation of the functions 
of that organ. But if the digestive tube be in a morbid 
condition, or if the dose be too large, or, still more, if the 
use of the medicine be too prolonged, this excitation 
changes easily into inflammatory irritation in all its 
degrees and with all its consequences, viz,, thirst, vomiting, 
local pains, and diarrhoea." Cinchona and quinine are 
therefore here shown to be purely homoeopathic as 
stomach " tonics." 

Lastly, the action of quinine in causing headache, 
vertigo, and noises in the ears is well known, while 
conversely its value in curing or relieving these very 
conditions is equally well known. 

12. Chlorine, — The action of chlorine, when inhaled 
undiluted, or in too strong a solution, causes spasm of the 
glottis, violent spasmodic cough, tightness of the chest, 
difficulty of breathing, and inflammation of the air-tubes 
and lungs. All authors, as Pereira, Wood, Christison, 
Trousseau and Pidoux, etc., agree in this. 

Conversely, Trousseau and Pidoux say : "It cannot 
be denied that chronic catarrhs have been most successfully 
modified by that method of treatment, which has most 
frequently produced acute bronchitis." Please mark 
this remarkable admission. They then state that M. 
Toulmouche, of Rennes, obtained good results in the 
treatment of acute and chronic catarrhs by inhalations 
of chlorine. His case^ amounted to 309. Dr. Wood, of 
America, says : " As a useful remedy in chronic inflam- 
mation of the air-passages, I can speak confidently of its 
good results." He discovered its beneficial action by 
its curative effect on himself while suffering from chronic 
catarrh, and says : : " From this fact I inferred the use of 
chlorine inhalations in chronic bronchitis, and have ever 
since taught the use of this remedy to my pupils. Others 
have found it not less beneficial." Its good effect has 
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since then been recognized, though seldom used, as it 
became officinal in the British Pharmacopoeia of 1857. 

13. CMorate of Potash, — A case is reported in the 
British Medical Jotirnal of 1858 in which stomatitis was 
produced by this drug, while of its power to cause saUvation, 
Trousseau and Pidoux say : " The most remarkable and, 
so to speak, characteristic phenomenon which follows 
the ingestion of chlorate of potash consists in salivation, 
proportionally abundant as one increases the dose." 
Conversely, in ulcerative stomatitis it is looked upon as 
nearly a specific in the old school'; while in mercurial 
stomatitis, in which the salivation is a constant and essential 
symptom. Trousseau and Pidoux say : " Thanks to the 
most numerous and most decisive experiments we may 
consider chlorate of potash given internally, if not an 
infallible specific, at least as the means most generally 
efficacious in the treatment of mercurial stomatitis." 
Fortunately, we now seldom see a case of this disease, 
but the facts remain all the same. 

14. Chloride of Sodium. — Common salt. Used as a 
daily article of diet in small doses promoting digestion, 
it is not generally known that in large doses it causes 
vomiting, and in still larger ones inflammation of the 
intestinal canal, as stated in all works on toxicology. 

15. Copaiba. — Of its pathogenetic action Wood says : 
" If continued long, or given largely, the copaiba is apt 
to produce an obvious irritation of the urinary passages, 
evinced by a disposition to frequent micturition, and 
uneasy sensations of burning or pain in passing urine. 
. . . The irritation of the urinary organs sometimes 
amounts to complete strangury, with scalding and cutting 
pains, bloody and scanty urine, etc. Occasionally the 
renal irritation is so great that the kidneys almost cease 
to secrete." Conversely, its therapeutic use in certain 
conditions of inflammation of the urinary passages, viz., 
in gonorrhoea, is weU known. From its irritative effects 
it is a usual rule not to give it in the acute stage for fear 
of aggravation of the inflammation. Trousseau and 
Pidoux's article on copaiba on this and other points is 
well worth study. In the Cydopcedia of Practical Medicine, 
vol. i, it is stated that " in chronic cystitis occurring in 
persons of a strumous diathesis, or in debilitated con- 
stitutions, more advantage is often derived from stimulants 
of the urinary organs, such as the turpentines, and, above 
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all, small doses of copaiba and cubebs pepper." Mr. 
Liston says of cystitis that copaiba will " often remove 
speedily the most intense irritation when all other means 
have failed." When copaiba is given in large doses it 
is well known to cause disturbance of the gastro-enteric 
tract, and Wood says : " If continued long, or given largely, 
it is apt to disturb the bowels . . . producing nausea 
and vomiting, with or without purging," while he on the 
next page says : " In chronic inflammation of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, especially when attended with ulcers, 
or supposed to be so, it would appear to be clearly 
indicated, and it has, in fact, been employed with decided 
advantage associated with opiates in chronic diarrhoea 
and dysentery." 

16. Cuprum. — Copper. Its physiological action is so 
well known as to require no reference now to any works 
on toxicology. It causes nausea, vomiting, with griping, 
colicky pains in the stomach and bowels. The abdomen 
is distended and painful, the pain increased by pressure 
and not relieved by vomiting. Then follows purging, 
with tenesmus. There is violent headache, with cramps 
in the thighs and legs. There is hurried breathing, small, 
quick, irregidar pulse, great weakness and prostration, 
intense thirst, cold perspiration, and coldness 01 the limbs, 
! giddiness, stupor, coma, and generally convulsions, 

' followed by paralysis of motion and sensation, and death. 

^ The stomach and intestines are found after death much 

{ inflamed and ulcerated. One would have thought that 

j a drug producing this condition of gastro-intestinal 

I inflammation would be the last medicine from an allopathic 

J point of view to be prescribed in diarrhoea and ulceration 

} of the bowels. But, as is well known, copper is one of 

. the medicines most used and most trusted by the old 

school in chronic diarrhoea, and in the diarrhoea of phthisis, 
in which ulceration is usually present. Wood says : 
I " The particular conditions in which I have found it 

(sulphate of copper) especially useful, and in which, so 
j far as my experience goes, it is equalled by no other 

I remedy, is a kind of chronic enteritis, attended with 

j diarrhoea, distressing pains in a particular part of the 

I abdomen, with or without tenderness on pressure, emacia- 

tion, great depression of spirits, pulse often, though not 
necessarily, frequent, and a moist tongue. In such cases 
I have been disposed to ascribe the obstinacy which they 
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exhibit, and sometimes in an extraordinary degree, to the 
existence, within a comparatively small extent of the 
bowels, of a chronic, indolent ulceration, which requires 
a strongly excitant and alterative impression to enable 
it to take on a healing tendency. I have seen these, 
after having been treated by a diversity of remedies, 
opiates, astringents, etc., and fingering month after month 
without permanent relief, yield most happily to the 
persevering use of this remedy, combined with a little 
opium to render it less offensive to the stomach. A 
beneficial change is usually experienced in a few days, 
and afterwards regularly advances to a cure." This is 
pure homoeopathy. 

Although it produces convulsions, it has been used 
with success in chorea and epilepsy, as cited by Pereira, 
Wood, and Waring. 

17. Cvbebs. — Wood says that " in excess it produces 
irritation or inflammation in the urinary passages and 
a general febrile condition." Conversely, its use in 
gonorrhoea is well known, and under copaiba I quoted 
a passage where its value, like that of copaiba, in chronic 
cystitis is testified to. 

18. Digitalis. — The action of large doses of this drug 
in producing feeble and irregular action of the heart and 
pulse, with great depression and tendency to fainting, 
is well known, while in small doses it is now universally 
looked upon as one of the most powerful " cardiac tonics." 
Handfield Jones says : " From the above evidence there 
seems good ground to conclude : (1) That digitalis in the 
milder degree of its action has a stimulating influence 
on the heart ; and (2) That its stronger action has the 
reverse effect, like galvanism or mechanical irritation, 
arresting the heart's movements. . . . Digitalis tones 
and strengthens the action of a feeble heart, but lowers 
that of a vigorous one." This is pretty good from a 
well-known aUopathic physician. 

19. GM, Aurum, — In large doses, Christison, and 
Trousseau and Pidoux state that goild causes considerable 
gastric irritation, or even inflammation of the stomach, 
colic, diarrhoea, dryness of the tongue, and redness of the 
throat. Conversely, Trousseau and Pidoux say that in 
small doses it increases the appetite and the rapidity of 
digestion, " not only in persons in health, but in those 
whose stomachs have been enfeebled by chronic disease 
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or by prolonged low diet." They quote Legrand as having 
published a number of cases of children affected with 
diarrhoea, vomiting, and dyspepsia, who had got into a 
state of marasmus, which excited considerable anxiety, 
and in these cases he found gold had a wonderful power 
of restoring them to health. 

20. Hydrocyanic add. — Produces convulsions, some- 
times true tetanus, as testified to by all works on Toxicology 
and Materia Medica. Conversely, Waring speaks of its 
value in chorea, and also in tetanus. It also causes 
nausea and vomiting, with sensation of heat in the stomach. 
After death the stomach shows evident symptoms of 
irritation, redness, etc., as testified to by Christison, Taylor, 
Wood, Pereira and Trousseau. Conversely, its use in 
sickness and vomiting, in cases of dyspepsia with pain 
in the stomach, and general irritability of the stomach, 
is well known. It likewise produces, as testified to by 
these same authors, dyspnoea, hurried ' and diflBcult 
breathing, palpitation of the heart, pain in the precordial 
region, feeUng as of suffocation, and sense of anxiety. 
These symptoms are not the same as the stertorous and 
laborious or hurried breathing which are the precursors 
of death, but have been produced in the early stages, 
and with comparatively small doses. For example, 
Chanet states that in manufactories where hydrocyanic 
acid is disengaged workmen feel, among other symptoms, 
" difficult respiration, pain in the region of the heart, 
sense of suffocation, constriction in the throat, and 
palpitation." Conversely, Waring says of its use in spas- 
modic asthma, " We have a large mass of evidence in 
favour of hydrocyanic acid," and quotes several authorities 
as to its use in what he calls " catarrhous suffocation." 
Wood says that in diseases of the heart, palpitation, and 
other irregularities in the function of the organ, " I think 
its powers most valuable, ... I know no medicine 
better calculated to relieve the disturbed function and 
afford ease and comfort to the patient." In angina 
pectoris Waring and Trousseau testify to its value. 

21. Iodine and iodide of potassium, — ^When the vapour 
of iodine is inhaled, and also when iodine is given internally, 
it produces coryza, sometimes very severe, with frontal 
headache, lacrymation, redness of the conjunctiva, 
dryness of the throat, irritation and inflammation of the 
air-passages, with cough, difficulty and quickness of 
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breathing (see Trousseau and Pidoux, Wood, Pereira, 
and Clinstison). Conversely, the value of iodine when 
inhaled in coryza and catarrh is now well known, and a 
" vapor iodi " was made officinal in the B.P. of 1867. 
Trousseau and Pidoux say : "In bronchorrhoea or catarrh 
of the mucous membrane of the bronchial tubes, iodine 
is evidently useful. . . . Thus we recommend with 
confidence inhalations of iodine, under different forms, 
in the treatment of certain cases of laryngitis, of bronchitis 
which has passed into the chronic stage, in which we 
have often been able to prove to ourselves its value." 
They also speak of its value in asthma, as having an 
" efficacy tridy remarkable." On its action on the stomach 
Wood states that it increases the appetite in small doses, 
but if the dose be increased this " passes into positive 
irritation, as evinced by gastric uneasiness, nausea, and 
sometimes disturbance of the bowels, with or without 
colicky pains." Pereira speaks to these facts also. Con- 
versely, Pereira, and also Trousseau speak of the increase 
of the appetite when given in small doses, " from which 
circumstances it has been denominated a tonic." 

Trousseau and Pidoux say also that it produces emacia- 
tion, and that " this emaciation is sometimes so marked 
that patients become in a short time unrecognizable, 
and take on the appearance of individuals far gone in 
consumption." Conversely Pereira quotes from Lugol as 
stating that it increases the size and growth, and promotes 
enibonpointy and Scoresby- Jackson (Mat. Med.) says, 
" General emaciation is said to be caused by the use of 
iodine ; but this effect is sometimes denied by those who 
call iodine a tonic, and state that patients improve in 
general appearance and grow fat during its exhibition. 
These statements are not irreconcileable ; a gentle 
irritation of the stomach, with slightly increased activity 
of the absorbents, not too long continued, may increase 
the appetite, promote assimilation, and conduce to 
embonpoint; but if the irritation be too severe, or too 
long continued, and the absorbents be too highly stimulated, 
the digestive functions may be impaired, and emaciation 
be the result." Iodine, and especially iodide of potassium, 
produces salivation and soreness of the mouth (see 
Pereira, Trousseau and Pidoux, and Christison, etc.). 
Conversely, Trousseau and Pidoux speak of its value in 
the treatment of mercurial salivation, and again, " Every 
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one knows how refractory in the majority of cases is 
salivation occurring during pregnancy. On this point 
we have read with interest an observation by Dr. Lemaestre, 
where a salivation, which, by its abundance, threatened 
to destroy the patient, was found rebellious to all means 
employed, but was cured very rapidly by iodide of potas- 
sium administered in the form of pastilles." 

Next, its action on the skin. Trousseau and Pidoux say 
it produces various skin affections " of the nature of acute 
exanthems, such as erythema and urticaria. When the 
action of the iodine is continued these symptoms take 
the character of prurigo, of acne, or of eczema." And 
Wood says, " What is more certain is that the medicine 
occasionally gives rise to eruptions on the surface, erythe- 
matous, papulous, eczematous, or impetiginous." Con- 
versely, Trousseau and Pidoux say, "With regard to 
chronic diseases of the skin, notably in scaly diseases, 
iodine has long ago given its proofs." Pereira says, 
" Besides the diseases already mentioned, there are many 
others in which iodine has been used with considerable 
advantage ; for example, chronic skin diseases, as lepra, 
psoriasis, etc." (See also Wood and Waring). 

Lastly, Christison and Pereira testify to its power to 
cause inflammation and enlargement of the liver, while 
in Pereira, Waring, and Graves we have testimony to its 
therapeutic value in similar states. 

22. Ipecacuanha. — This drug is well known to produce 
sickness and vomiting, and Trousseau and Pidoux state 
that it causes inflammation of the stomach. Conversely, 
Braun, of Vienna, recommends it in the sickness of 
pregnancy ; Pereira says, " In indigestion Daubenton 
gave it in small doses. . . . Eberle tried it in his own 
case with advantage. An anti-emetic quality has been 
assigned to it by Schonheider." An Edinburgh allopathic 
ph3rsician told me before Kinger's book was published 
that he had long known ipecacuanha wine in 2-diop doses 
to be the most successful remedy he knew in the treatment 
of sickness and vomiting. 

It also produces diarrhcea, as is well known. Trousseau 
and Pidoux say, " This purgative effect is even obtained 
in nearly half the cases of persons who have been fully 
vomited by this medicine." Conversely, its use in the 
treatment of diarrhoea and dysentery has been highly 
lauded by numerous authors (see Trousseau and Pidonx, 
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Wood, Pereira, etc., etc.). Its use in dysentery has gained 
it the name of " Badix anti-dysenterica." Trousseau 
and Pidoux say, " In simple diarrhoea which depends on 
a suburral state of the stomach (by which they mean a state 
of acute or sub-acute catarrh of it, with pain, tenderness, 
and vomiting) it is of great use." They give it here in 
emetic doses, however, according to their theory of 
" medication substitutive," which is only a rough homcEO- 
pathy. " But," they go on to say, " in chronic diarrhoea, 
when there is no ground for supposing it dependent on 
phthisis, or simple ulcerations of the mucous membrane, 
ipecacuanha, given in small doses (5 to 10 c.grms.) every 
two hours in a suitable vehicle, in such a manner as 
neither to promote vomiting or purging, is of service." 
They also use it in the diarrhoea of children along 
with calomel, which is, as we shall see, also 
homoeopathic. 

Next, that ipecacuanha produces irritation of the 
bronchial tubes, diificult breathing, and asthma, is too 
well known to require citation of authors. Conversely, 
the use of this drug in asthma and asthmatic bronchitis 
is a piece of treatment of every-day occurrence. Sir 
John Forbes, in his article on asthma in the Cydopcedia 
of Practical Medicine, says of ipecacuanha in asthma : 
" He (Akenside) says the medicine proved equally successful 
whether it produced nausea or vomiting. It is probable 
that it would have proved more successful if it had produced 
neither. Ipecacuanha is certainly a remedy of considerable 
power in the asthmatic paroxysm ; but this seems 
altogether independent of its emetic properties. Prac- 
titioners of experience, without subscribing to the doctrines 
of homoeopathy, will certainly think more favourably 
of it on account of its peculiar tendency to induce fits of 
asthma in the predisposed. Long before the time of 
Hahnemann the main principle of his doctrine was 
recognized by practical men in the adage ' Nil prodest 
nisiloeditur idem!* " 

23. Kreosote, — Pereira says, " Swallowed in large doses 
causes vomiting and purging. Larger doses than 1 or 2 
minims give rise to nausea, vomiting, vertigo, headache, 
and heat of head." The same author adds on the next 
page, " As an internal remedy creosote has been principally 
used in this country as a medicine possessing extraordinary 
powers of arresting vomiting." 
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24. Mercury. — This drug is well known as a purgative, 
producing diarrhoea. In cases of acute poisoning, 
especially with corrosive sublimate, an artificial dysentery 
is produced, with stools chiefly consisting of mucus mixed 
with blood, tenesmus, tenderness of abdomen, and ulcera- 
tion of the large intestines, as all works on Toxicology 
state. Conversely, Trousseau and Pidoux speak of the 
value of calomel in dysentery, and in the diarrhoea of 
infants. Waring quotes Underwood as saying that in 
the diarrhoea of infants, when ordinary means fail, calomel 
often proves a " sovereign remedy." Indian physicians, 
Annesley, Johnson, Sir Ranald Martin, and Waring 
testify in the same way. Wood speaks highly of calomel 
in doses of xs^th of a grain as a remedy in the diarrhoea of 
young children, and " cholera infantum." As to the 
action of mercury on the liver, this has recently been 
called in questiouj but Graves, among others, brings proof 
of its power of producing " disease and enlargement of 
the liver." He says, " It cannot be denied that the 
immoderate use of mercury has been productive of liver 
disease." Conversely, in affections of the liver, inflam- 
matory or otherwise, the use of mercury is a piece of 
practice of every-day occurrence. Graves, in speaking 
of the action of mercurials in liver affections, says, " In 
this instance we are compelled to allow that our practice 
may furnish weapons to be turned against us by the 
disciples of Hahnemann." 

That mercury is " par excellence " the remedy in syphilis 
requires no quotations of authorities. But it is not 
generally known in the old school that mercury produces 
a train of symptoms closely resembling those of syphilis. 
This has been denied by those who have not all the facts 
before them, but the resemblance cannot fail to strike 
anyone who reads a long passage in Trousseau and Pidoux, 
in which they compare and differentiate the symptoms 
produced by mercury and syphilis respectively, and this 
comparison brings out in a remarkable way their similarity. 
The passage is too long to quote. Graves, after sajring 
that " every practical physician knows that mercury 
may, and does, give rise to a train of symptoms bearing 
some analogy to those of secondary syphilis," goes on to 
say, speaking of a case he has described, " Here, you 
perceive, we have a remarkable analogy between the 
disease produced by mercury and sjrphilis. ... It 
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is well known that some active remedies have a tendency 
to produce diseases somewhat analogous to those they 
are known to cure. This is frequently observed with 
respect to mercury, , belladonna, strychnine, quinine, 
hydriodate of potash, and some other powerful medicinal 
agents ; in fact, it is hard to expect that a remedy will 
cure a disease affecting a certain tissue or tissues unless 
it has some specific effect on such tissues ; and in this 
point of view we have an example of the ' simUia simUibus 
curafUur ' of the homoeopathists." A charming testimony 
to our views from such a distinguished physician. 

The use of perchloride of mercury in very weak solution 
as an eye-wash is very common, which, is, of course, 
homoeopathic, as* any but a weak solution will produce 
pain and conjunctival inflammation. 

25. Nvx vomica and strychnine,— T!io\xssGa,\x and 
Pidoux say, " If the dose is too large, it is by no means 
rare to see loss of appetite produced." Pereira says, 
" In somewhat larger doses (than those which increase 
the appetite, etc.) the stomach not infrequently becomes 
disordered, and the appetite impaired, and it causes pain 
and heat in the stomach, with nausea and vomiting." 
Wood says, " In large doses its operation on the stomach 
becomes irritating, causing loss of appetite, epigastric 
uneasiness, cardiac pain, and sometimes vomiting and 
purging." Its use in dyspepsia, loss of appetite, and in 
promoting digestion, and relieving constipation, is testified 
to by Wood, Pereira, Trousseau, and it is now very exten- 
sively used as a stomachic " tonic." 

It, as is well known, produces convulsions, while 
Trousseau and Pidoux, and Wood, speak of its successful 
use in chorea. The former authors say, " Nowadays 
the employment of nux vomica in the treatment of chorea 
has become almost general." In epilepsy it has been 
successfully used by Tyrell, Wood, etc., while Pereira 
naively remarks, "But judging from its physiological 
effects, it would appear to be calculated to act injuriously 
rather than beneficially in this disease." Of course it 
would on any other than the homoeopathic law. 

26. Opium. — As to its action on the stomach and 
bowels, it is well known to produce disorder of the stomach, 
loss of appetite, and troubles of digestion. Trousseau 
and Pidoux, Taylor, Christison, and Pereira all state that 
it causes nausea and vomiting, while Trousseau and Pidoux 
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state in regard to its power to cause diarrhoea, " Given 
internally, and especially when it is given in large doses, 
it constipates at first, but after some days it too offcen 
provokes diarrhoea in those who have not had it before." 
Conversely, these same authors say, " Opium is one of the 
best remedies to oppose the symptom vomiting; but it 
must be remembered that opium, inasmuch as it deter- 
mines certain nervous accidents, is of itself a very powerful 
cause of vomiting." They also say, " In a sufficiently 
large number of dyspeptics opium is one of the most 
efficacious means to stimulate the appetite and regulate 
the work of digestion." It is constantly given in the old 
school for diarrhoea. 

In the form of Dover's powder it is well known to produce 
sweating^ while we find Handfield Jones saying, " Nay, * 
even Dover's powder I have found, in accordance with 
Descamps' recommendation, materially to check the 
night-sweats of phthisis." Lastly, its power to produce 
sleep, in full doses, is, of course, known to every tjnro, 
while, conversely, if given in too small a dose to effect 
this purpose, it will produce a state of excitement and 
wakefulness. Handfield Jones says, " Opium exerts, 
unquestionably, in many persons a stimulating power, 
at least when given in moderate doses and in the early 
period of its action. Thus it comes to pass that, if the 
cerebral tissue be highly hypersesthetic, opium, unless 
given in large doses, is apt to produce an effect the very 
reverse of sedative." He also, in another part of his 
book, gives a case of " soporose delirium " cured by opium — 
just the state in which it is markedly homoeopathic. 

27. Rhubarb. — Is well known to produce purging in 
large or so-called " medicinal " doses. Conversely, its 
value in diarrhoea, either alone or in the form of Gregory's 
powder, is testified to by Trousseau and Pidoux, Waring, 
Pereira, and Wood. 

28. Rhi^ toxicodendron. — Trousseau and Pidoux, 
Pereira, and Sanders, of Edinburgh, testify to its power 
to produce a skin eruption exactly like erysipelas, with 
vesicles here and there, on the hands, arms, face, etc. ; 
while the first-named authors say, " This curious action 
of rhus on the economy has led the homoeopaths to employ 
this substance in diseases of the skin ; but already, before 
them, Dufresnoy, of Valenciennes, had published a paper 
in which he highly praised the virtue of this plant against 
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skin diseases, and later, against paralysis. From that 
time we have found from time to time essays on this 
subject in the different periodicals, and many reliable 
physicians have confirmed Dufresnoy's experiences." 

29. Ruta, — This drug has been long known as an 
emmenagogue, and capable of producing abortion, while 
Trousseau and Pidoux quote Dr. Beau as recommending 
it with savin as a remedy in metrorrhagia. 

30. Sabina, — Trousseau and Pidoux say of its action, 
" The emmenagogue properties of savin are more marked 
than those of rue. Its action goes sometimes the length 
of producing serious irritation, congestions of the uterus, 
and violent menorrhagia." Conversely, they say, " Dr. 
Beau recommends against metrorrhagia a mixture of the 
powder of savin and rue ; he considers this mixture as 
possessing superior efficacy to that of ergot of rye." He 
gives 1 J grains of savin night and morning. 

31. Secale, (Ergot), — The action of ergot in causing 
uterine contractions and expulsive uterine pains in labour, 
and in producing abortion, is too well known to require 
references. But in a paper in the Practitioner of 1868 by 
Dr. Alfred Meadows, on " The therapeutical uses of Ergot 
of Rye," he says that he has used this drug in "cases of 
pregnancy during the early weeks of gestation, when there 
is a history of oft-recurring abortion, which seems to be due 
to an atonic condition of the uterus." He further remarks 
that to prevent abortion taking place, " the dose requires 
to be carefully regulated ; it is, in fact, of more importance 
in this particular instance than in any of those I have 
previously considered. With these a little more or less 
IS at least not productive of any evil consequences, 
whereas in the case of threatened abortion any excess 
of the required dose will probably effect the very thing 
we are most anxious to avoid." 

32. Silver, Argentum, — The nitrate of silver is here 
understood. Pereira and Wood state that in an over-dose 
it produces pain in the stomach, nausea and vomiting, 
purging, with irritation of the gastric mucous membrane. 
Conversely, Pereira, on the next page, says, " In chronic 
affections of the stomach (especially of morbid sensibility 
of the gastric and intestinal nerves) it has been favourably 
spoken of by Autenreith, Dr. James Johnson, and Rueff. 
It has been employed to allay chronic vomiting connected 
with disordered innervation, as well as with disease of the 
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stomach (scirrhus and cancer), and to relieve gastrodynia." 
Wood says, " In very small doses nitrate of sUver produces 
no other observable effect than those of a gentle tonic 
and astringent, as improved appetite, invigorated digestion, 
and perhaps a tendency to constipation. ... It has 
been recommended in certain painful affections sometimes 
dependent on dyspepsia, as gastrodynia and pyrosis ; 
and has been found useful in morbid sensibility of the 
stomach. But it is vastly more beneficial, given rather 
freely, through its alterative action on the mucous mem- 
brane in a state of chronic inflammation and ulceration ; 
and has been strenuously recommended even in active 
irritation or acute inflammation of the same tissue. In 
chronic gastritis of the worst kind I know of no remedy 
so effectual as nitrate of silver." Waring also quotes 
numerous authorities on the same points. Trousseau 
and Pidoux speak also of the value of nitrate of silver 
in diarrhoea, acute and chronic, in children and adults, 
in dysentery, and acute and chronic enteritis. So also 
do Wood and Waring. 

It produces also epileptiform convulsions. Christison 
gives a case where the man was found " insensible, with 
his eyes turned up, the pupils dilated, the jaws locked, 
and the arms and face agitated with convulsions." Con- 
versely, its use and value in epilepsy and chorea are given 
in Pereira, Wood, Trousseau and Pidoux, and Waring, 
who quotes other authorities. 

Lastly, externally it is well known as a caustic, and in 
strong solution as a powerful irritant, especially to the 
conjunctiva of the eye, and all mucous membranes, 
whereas, conversely, in weak solution there is no more 
frequently used application to inflamed conjunctiva, 
and also to other surfaces, as the throat and uterus — 
in all these cases to produce a gentle stimulation to the 
already inflamed part, — a pure piece of homoeopathy. 

33. Stramonium. — Trousseau and Pidoux state that 
stramonium causes in large doses " obstinate sleeplessness," 
while, conversely, on the same page, they say that in a 
moderate dose it produces a shght tendency to sleep ; 
that " in large doses it produces frequent desire to urinate 
with little or no urine," while in moderate doses " the 
urine is more abundant " ; that it causes sharp fever, 
with dry, hot skin, while it produces " sweats " when there 
is neither diarrhoea nor diuresis. The same authors say 
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that in large doses it produces " vertigo, agitation, spasms, 
furious delirium, continual hallucinations. . . . The 
delirium is sometimes gay, sometimes sad, but always 
accompanied by singular hallucinations and fantastic 
visions." The same authors, in speaking of mania, acute 
and chronic, and insanity cured by stramonium, say " a 
sufficiently large number of facts seem to confirm the 
utility of stramonium employed against mania." They 
then quote M. Moreau, of Tours, who says, " It is especially 
useful in cases of monomania with hallucinations," founding 
this treatment, say Trousseau and Pidoux, " on the fact 
that stramonium causes hallucinations, and that mania 
ought to be cured by stramonium in the same way as the 
majority of irritating agents are employed topically to 
cure irritations. This application of the ' medication 
substitutive ' has already been indicated by us in the 
chapter on Belladonna." If this is not homoeopathy, 
I would ask, what is ? 

34. Sidphur and its compounds. (Sulphurous acid, 
sulphide of potassium, of calcium, and natural sulphur 
waters). — Pereira, quoting Sundelin, says that " Sulphur 
operates specifically on the rectum, and thereby promotes 
critical haemorrhoidal discharges." Conversely, its value 
in piles is well known. It is given generally by allopaths 
in a laxative dose, but Waring says, " It appears to exercise 
an influence greater than is fairly attributable to its 
aperient action." 

Sulphurous acid, — The effects of the inhalation of this 
acid used to be well known practically to nearly everyone 
from acpidentally inhaling the fumes of the old sulphur 
lucifer matches, which are rarely seen nowadays. They 
are, choking feeling in the windpipe, spasm of the glottis, 
feeling of constriction and pain in the chest, and violent 
spasmodic cough (see Pereira and Wood). Conversely, 
its value in cases of chronic catarrh and bronchitis, and 
in other states of the respiratory apparatus, were fully 
demonstrated by Dr. Dewar and Mr. Pairman in two works 
published by them, which made quite a sensation at the 
time. 

Sulphide of potassium (potassa sulphurata, B.P.). — 
Christison and Scoresby-Jackson state that in large doses 
it causes severe pain in the stomach and duodenum, 
vomiting, and great depression ; and in smaller doses 
causes considerable gastric irritation, followed by nausea, 
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vomiting, and severe purring. The stomach is found red, 
the lungs soft, gorged with black blood, and non-crepitant. 
Conversely, Waring quotes Todd as recommending it in 
dyspepsia when the mucous foUicles are supposed to be 
imjJicated ; and Trousseau and Pidoux say it " has an 
incontestable efficacy in chronic pulmonary catarrh." 
These authors state also that in the form of baths it causes 
sharp irritation of the skin, and also an " eruption of 
small papules, and often a painful and confluent vesicular 
eruption." Conversely, the use of sulphur baths in skin 
disease is common ground in the two schools. 

Of the efiects of natural sulphur waters. Trousseau and 
Pidoux say : " It is rare that patients do not experience 
a sensation of sharp heat in the larynx and isthmus 
faucium, a dry, stifling, or choking, pecuUar cough, with 
a constrictive irritation at the entrance of the respiratory 
passages, some dyspnoea, mingled with a feeling of weight 
and oppression of the chest, vague pains in the chest 
walls, chiefly imder the clavicles. We have observed 
that persons who take the waters of Eaux-Bonnes very 
readily contract catarrh, especially the first time they 
use them. In persons already affected with chronic 
irritations, more or less deep-seated, of the respiratory 
apparatus, the least cold produces bronchitis and 
pulmonary congestions." Conversely, the same authors 
say : '' The maladies in the treatment of which the waters 
of Eaux-Bonnes manifest particularly their therapeutic 
properties are : (1) Susceptibility to catarrh of the 
isthmus faucium, of the larynx, and of the bronchi, 
especially the latter ; (2) Chronic inflammation, and con- 
finned catarrh of these organs, whether simple or spas- 
modic, whether co-existing with emphysema or not ; 
(3) In follicular sore throat ; (4) In phthisis. . . . 
It is against this (phthisis) that the mineral waters of 
Eaux-Bonnes show a power with which none of our 

officinal drugs can compare Lengthened 

clinical experience has pronounced on the efficacy of the 
waters of Eaux-Bonnes in these different affections." 
I have already quoted a passage from these authors saying 
that " sulphide of potassium given internally has an 
incontestible efficacy in chronic catarrhs." 

Of the sulphide of calcium (the Hepar Sulphuris of the 
homoeopaths) these same authors say, '' It remains an 
acquired fact in science that chronic catarrh may be happily 
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modified by the sulphide of calcium." Graves advises 
sulphur with cream of tartar in chronic bronchitis. 
Pereira says, " In pulmonary aftections, as chronic 
catarrhs and asthma, sulphur is sometimes useful." And 
Wood says, "In chronic catarrh, particularly attended 
with excessive and exhausting expectoration, it acts 
beneficially, probably by a direct stimulant and alterative 
influence on the mucous membrane. It has, from the 
earliest times of its employment, had some reputation 
in bronchial diseases." (See also Garrod's Materia Medica, 
and Scoresby- Jackson). 

35. Turpentine, — That this drug has a special affinity 
for the kidneys and urinary tract of mucous membrane 
is well known. Trousseau and Pidoux describe its physio- 
logical action as follows : "It produces pain and consider- 
able heat in the lumbar region, principally at the points 
which correspond to the kidneys ; also in the hypogastric 
region. This region is painful on pressure, which 
determines, as in acute cystitis, tenesmus of the bladder, 
pains in the urethra, and strangury ; then ardor urinsB, 
dysuria, sharp, burning pain, sometimes a true urethritis ; 
the urine is scanty, red, and even bloody. . . . 
The mucous membranes are dry as in the first period 
of catarrhal affection ; they are injected, hot, and 
turgid." 

Other quotations to this effect are unnecessary, as they 
are to be found in Wood and other writers on Materia 
Medica and Toxicology. 

Conversely, Trousseau and Pidoux, two pages further 
on, say : " The observation of the physiological action 
of turpentine has taught us that this substance principally 
exerts its excitation on the system of mucous membranes, 
which it evidently irritates ; but we have also observed 
that the mucous membrane of the urinary passages is 
that of all others which feels most keenly, and sometimes 
exclusively, this irritant action. It is precisely against 
affections of this mucous membrane that turpentine has 
the most incontestable efficacy. We shall see further 
on that the essential oil has been employed in the most 
acute catarrh of the bladder. We confine ourselves 
at present to the study of chronic catarrh of the bladder 
in its rapports with turpentine." The rest of this passage 
is too long to quote, but I commend it to the study of 
thci profession. They go on to say, " The efficacy of this 
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treatment of chronic catarrh of the bladder is such that 
we may say without rashness that if the wise and well- 
indicated administration of turpentine does not always 
completely cure the malady, it almost constantly amelio- 
rates the state of the patients." These authors say that 
they have not had any clinical observations as to its 
curative efEect in inflammation of the kidney, but they 
quote from M. Avisard, who took his facts from Dupuytren, 
as follows : " That in chronic catarrh of the bladder, 
when we suspect the co-existence of an affection of the 
kidneys and ureters, we ought to abstain from the use of 
turpentine, which frequently only aggravates the evil ; 
but that, notwithstanding, it has been sometimes useful 
in like cases." 

Trousseau and Pidoux then go on to say that 
in a state of. " idiopathic catarrh " of the kidneys, 
" if anything is in accordance with analogy, we should 
be right in thinking that turpentine ought to have success 
in these cases." We have similar statements in Wood 
as to its use in " chronic inflammation of the pelvis of the 
kidney in which there is reason to suspect ulceration, 
as indicated by pus or blood in the urine traceable to a 
renal origin," also in cases where there is *' no reason to 
suspect idceration, when there is copious mucous or 
muco-purulent discharge and the case is destitute of acute 
symptoms," and in " similar affections of the bladder." 
Waring states that Dr. Copland advises turpentine 
internally and externally in " subacute and consecutive 
nephritis," (see also Pereira). I have already quoted 
Trousseau and Pidoux as testif jdng to its power to cause 
a haemorrhage from the kidneys and urinary passages. 
Wood says the same, while, conversely, Wood says, " In 
haemorrhages from the urinary passages, when purely 
passive or sustained by habit, oil of turpentine is one of 
the best haemostatics that can be used." Mr. Vincent 
found it successful in similar cases. 

Turpentine is well known to act as a purgative, and is 
sometimes given for this purpose in the old school. Con- 
versely, Trousseau and Pidoux say : " Baglivi and Van 
Swieten have found great success with it in chronic and 
colliquative diarrhoea. . . . These effects, in appear- 
ance contradictory, nevertheless involve no contradiction. 
. . . There is nothing astonishing in that turpentine 
may be given as a laxative, since, in the examination 
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of its physiological and therapeutical action, we have 
seen that it frequently produces alvine evacuations. 
But it is not any more astonishing that it may arrest 
a mucous flux of the intestine, since it acts on other 
morbid secretions in the same way, as its desiccative 
property is most characteristic." Its use in the diarrhoea 
of typhoid fever is well known and requires no references. 
Lastly, Trousseau and Pidoux say : " As to the eftect 
which we have said to be produced in some cases on the 
nervous system of the limbs, it consists in an exquisite 
sensibility, especially in the iDierior extremities ; a general 
feeling of pain in these parts, but existing more especially 
in the track of the large nerves. A headache of the most 
acute kind, and persisting a long time after the other 
effects, is also one of the most constant of the effects of a 
somewhat prolonged use of turpentine." Conversely, 
they speak of its great curative value given internally in 
rheumatism and neuralgia of the inferior extremities, 
especially sciatica. They maintain that it has this anti- 
neuralgic property independent of any purgative or any 
other derivative property. The whole passage is too 
long to quote (see also Pereira and Waring). Waring and 
Graves both speak of its use in " nervous headaches." 

36. Valerian. — Trousseau and Pidoux state that it 
produces headache and vertigo, such as is felt after a 
bleeding or from himger. Conversely, they say, " The 
most positive indication of valerian after that which we 
have just indicated (viz.y hysterical attacks) is that of 
vertigo." These same authors say, " In certain animals it 
throws into confusion (boiileverse) sensibihty and the 
muscular functions ; this is also what we have observed 
in certain females, and in ourselves, but in a degree much 
less remarkable. It is then by exciting artificial nervous 
phenomena, analogous to morbid spasms, and consequently 
in acting on the cerebro-spinal system by means of the 
ganglionic system, that valerian produces its effects." 
See also Pereira and Wood, who state that besides the 
headache and vertigo, it causes mental excitement, 
illusions of sight, general agitation, and involuntary 
movements. Conversely, its use in hysteria, hysterical 
headaches, and hysterical spasms and paroxysms, in 
which the sensibility and muscular functions are much 
disordered, is too well known to require references. 
Waring quotes numerous authorities for its good effect in 
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epilepsy and chorea, while in epileptic vertigo, Trousaeau 
and Pidoux speak of its efl&cacy. 

In 1868 we have an article from the pen of Dr. Wilks, 
entitled " On the use of (37) Aconite as an antiphlogis- 
tic," in the Practitioner, in which he praises its value. 
Before this the use of aconite was unknown in the old 
school as a remedy in states of fever, and was laughed at 
as an absurd homoeopathic idea. He gives cases of 
pneumonia, of acute rheumatism, of whooping cough 
and bronclutis, and one of chronic catarrh. He concludes 
that "it is only at the onset of an inflammatory process 
that aconite is likely to prove useful, and, secondly, that 
the dose must be small. In one of his cases even 2 drops 
at a dose caused very uncomfortable symptoms, about 
which Dr. Wilks remarks, " I had no hesitation in 
attributing the new symptoms to the effects of the 
remedy." 

In January, 1869, Dr. Sydney Ringer published in the 
Lancet a paper on *' Aconite and its Preparations," which 
might have been written by any homoeopath, but the 
practice he advises was then quite new to the old school. 
After giving an account of its physiological action, he 
speaks of its power to control inflammation and subdue 
the accompanying fever. " The power of this drug over 
inflammation is little less than marvellous. It can 
sometimes at once cut short the inflammation." He advises 
it in " the catarrh of children," " in tonsillitis, or in acute 
sore throat," in catarrhal croup, " in pneumonia, pleurisy," 
and " the graver inflammations," in acute nephritis after 
scarlet fever, in the sore throat of scarlet fever, in erysipelas, 
and in acute rheumatism, gouty pains and neuralgia, 
in certain heart affections, in suppression of the menses, 
in acute gonorrhoea, and in functional nervous palpitations 
of the heart. In fact, he absorbs the whole of the homoeo- 
pathic indications for aconite. 

In the same year the Biennial Retrospect of Medicine 
and Surgery of the Sydenham Society states that (38) 
Hepar sulphuris had been found of immense service in 
an apparently hopeless case of croup ; that arsenic had 
been used with success in a form of gastralgia exactly 
resembling the gastralgia it produces ; that (39) veratrum 
album had been successfully employed in the collapse 
of infantile diarrhoea. In the Practitioner for that year 
Dr. Thorowgood writes of the usefulness of (40) phosphorus 
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in bronchitis, and Dr. Mackey, of Birmingham, in the 
British Medical Journal, writes of the value of (41) can- 
tharides in inflammation of the kidney. 

It was in this year, 1869, that Dr. Sydney Binger 
published his now well-known Hand-book of Therapeutics, 
And this brings me to the opening of the Third Chapter 
of my subject. 

Books referred to other than those named on page 4. 

Functional Nervous Diseases, by Dr. Handfield Jones. 
Contributions to Practical Medicine, by Dr. Begbie. 
Materia Medica, by Dr. Scoresby Jackson. 
On Sulphurous Acid, by Dr. Dewar, Edinburgh. 
On Sulphurous Acid, by Mr. Pairman, Biggar, N.B. 



Chapter III. 

Till the publication of Dr. Ringer's Handbook of Thera- 
peutics there had been only isolated examples of homoeo- 
pathy among the allopaths, which I have collated. 
But now appeared a large work, in which the amount of 
homoeopathy absorbed, and published by a doctor of the 
old school, took away the breath of most practitioners. 
The number of pieces of " new " treatment, treatment 
that had not been heard of before in the old school, and 
which ran counter to all the old " orthodox " ideas of 
therapeutics, was the feature of the book. These pieces 
of "new" treatment were nothing more nor less than 
pure homoeopathy, while there was nothing stated in regard 
to the sources of his information, except that he in a few 
instances quoted homoeopathic writers by name, though 
never stating that they were homoeopaths, leaving the 
reader to suppose that all this new treatment was original 
on Dr. Ringer's part — ^the result of his intuitive genius 
and observation. 

I now proceed to take notice in detail of his homoeoj^thic 
recommendations. As his book is so well known, it is 
not necessary to give such full quotations as I have done 
from the other works I have referred to, and which are 
not so well known to the profession of the present day. 
The work of Trousseau and Pidoux, one of the most 
masterly works on Materia Medica and Therapeutics ever 
written, is especially little known or quoted. I take Dr. 
Ringer's drugs in the order in which he gives them in 
his fifth edition. 

Sulphide of calcium, — (Hepar sulphuris). — One of the 
properties of this drug, as stated by Hahnemann, is that 
it has the power of preventing suppuration in a threatened 

3 
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abscess or boil, but that, if pus has already formed, it 
hastens the maturation of the abscess and promotes the 
expulsion of the pus. This was laughed at for long as 
being absurd. But Dr. Ringer says, " The sulpludes 
appear to me to possess the property of preventing and 
arresting suppuration. Thus in inflammation threatening 
to end in suppuration they reduce the inflammation and 
avert the formation of pus. . . . The influence of 
this group on the suppurative process is still more con- 
spicuous after the formation of pus. Thus they hasten 
ma uration considerably, whilst at the same time they 
diminish and circumscribe the inflammation, promote the 
passage of the pus to the surface, and the evacuation of 
the abscess." Such a statement was not only never 
heard of before except in homoeopathic writings, but was, 
as I have. said, laughed at as ridiculous. 

I have not space for the details of his advice when to 
give the sulphides, but they are just those that have been 
in constant use in homcBopathic practice, but unknown 
to the old school before. 

Iodine, — The action of iodine in causing a running 
catarrh of the eyes, nose, and throat is well known, and 
has already been referred to. Conversely, Dr. Ringer 
says : " Patients of various ages are greatly troubled, 
often for many years, with daily attacks, lasting, it may 
be, several hours, of itching of the nose or of the inner 
canthus of one or both eyes, sneezing, running at the nose 
of a watery fluid, weeping of the eyes, and some frontal 
headache. This affection is often removed at once by 
iodine inhalations ; but when it succeeds only partially, 
it almost always lessens the headache and the discharge 
from the nose." Under Iodide of Potassium we have 
similar observations — ^the pathogenetic effects and the 
therapeutical ones corresponding. He also, as we quoted 
from Trousseau and Pidoux, speaks of the power of iodide 
of potassium to cause salivation, and conversely of its 
therapeutic use in mercurial salivation. 

The acids (sulphuric, nitric, hydrochloric, and phos- 
phoric) he, of course, recommends in certain forms of 
dyspepsia and diarrhoea, and as tonics ; while, conversely, 
he states, on the other hand, " To those who have watched 
the action of acids on the stomach, it is well known that, 
if too long continued, the improvement first following 
their use lessens, ceases, and then fresh symptoms arise. 
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. . . If their administration is too long continued they 
excite a catarrhal inflammation of the mucous coat of the 
stomach and intestines, accompanied often by diarrhoea, 
and even general wasting." 

Sulphurous acid. — ^We have already described the 
physiological effects of the inhalation of this acid, and its 
converse therapeutical effects, as described by Dr. Dewar 
and Mr. Pairman. These homoeopathic results in cold 
:n the nose, laryngitis, chronic bronchitis, chronic phthisis, 
asthma, and croup Dr. Ringer quotes. 

42. Chlorate of potash. — He says : " This salt appears 
to increase the flow of the saliva, and, according to 
Hutchinson and others, to produce ulceration of the mucous 
membrane of the mouth." Conversely, " it is largely used 
in various affections^ of the mouth, and is of signal service 
in mercurial and simple salivation, in ulcerative stomatitis 
and aphthae." 

Nitrate of silver, he points out, produces convulsions 
which are " very similar to those produced by strychnine, 
and are excited by the least peripheral irritation." Con- 
versely, he states that "both the oxide and the nitrate 
are employed in chorea and epilepsy apparently with 
occasional benefit." 

Mercury. — He advocates the use of doses of 3 grain 
of grey powder every hour in tonsillitis. He says, " In 
quinsy or scarlatina, when the tonsils are so enlarged as 
almost to meet, and when the difficulty in swallowing is 
nearly insuperable, with even danger of suffocation, at 
such a crisis ^ grain of grey powder taken every hour 
greatly reduces the swelling in a few hours, and obviates 
the distress and danger, and even if an abscess has formed, 
its maturation and evacuation appear to be effected more 
quickly." In mumps, also, he advocates the same dose 
of grey powder three or six times daily as "speedily 
relieving the swelling and pain of this affection." 

He next strongly recommends mercury in certain 
diarrhoeas of children, J grain of grey powder, or the 
bichloride (a grain to a half -pint of water, and a teaspoonful 
for a dose), and in dysenteric diarrhoea, and in the dysentery 
of adults in doses of li^ grain. The various forms of 
diarrhoea and dysentery thus described are precisely those 
forms which are produced by mercury, as can be seen 
from any book on toxicology or Materia Medica. The 
whole passage is too long to quote, but one has only to read 
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it to see how purely homoeopathic this treatment is, and 
also that it is exactly contra-indicated on allopathic ideas. 
As to it 5 use in sjrphifis, to which we referred under Mercury 
in our chapter II, Dr. Einger quotes with approbation 
a long passage from Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, which 
is opposed to old ideas of mercurial administration, and 
corresponds exactly with the views of Hahnemann and of 
homoeopaths in general, especially in the use of doses less 
than will develop any signs of physiological action. 

Antimony (tartar emetic). — The use of antimony in 
pneumonia and bronchitis is, of course, given, and the 
case of bronchitis suited to it is clearly described — 
excellent homoeopathic indications, and in doses of inih of 
a grain. As we have formerly seen when speaking of 
antimony, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, and acute catarrh 
of the intestines is produced. Conversely, Dr. Ringer 
says : " Antimony in small hourly doses is very useful 
in the acute catarrh of children, which is not uncommonly 
accompanied by vomiting and diarrhoea, probably due 
to catarrh of the intestines. The intestinal canal is some- 
times, but most frequently the lungs are first attacked. 
The tartar emetic generally quickly stays the vomiting 
and diarrhoea, but often takes a longer time to control 
the bronchit s." In speaking of the post-mortem appear- 
ances, he says, " Some inflammation of the lungs is usually 
observable, tending to make it probable that tartar emetic 
exerts an especial action on these organs." Hence, I may 
add, its usefulness in pneumonia. 

Arsenic, — This article in Ringer's book is fuU of homoeo- 
pathy. He advises it : (1) In attacks of acute coryza, 
with sneezing, " profuse running from the eyes and nose, 
and sometimes severe frontal headache," with itching at 
the nostrils ; (2) In similar cases, but coming on after food ; 
(3) In similar cases, when the catarrh spreads down to the 
bronchi . and lungs ; (4) In bronchitic asthma ; (5) In 
hay-asthma ; (6) In *' irritative dyspepsia " ; (7) In the 
vomiting of drunkards ; (8) In chronic ulcers of the 
stomach, and cancer of the stomach. *' I have seen arsenic 
give relief in chronic ulcer after failure of the commonly- 
used remedies." (9) In " heartburn and other distressing 
sensations of the stomach, and is very useful in gastralgia." 
(10) In some forms of chronic vomiting. (11) In. cases 
of chronic dyspepsia and diarrhoea, when a desire to go to 
stool comes on quickly after food. This is a well-known 
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homoeopathic indication. " Arsenic often proves useful in 
other chronic forms of diarrhoea, even when due to serious 
organic disease, as the bowel ulceration of phthisis." 
He says, " Arsenic has been strongly recommended in 
cholera " (as we have already seen), " especially in the 
later stages, when there is much collapse." " Arsenic 
given in medicinal doses is very effective in sloughing of 
the mouth and throat, malignant sores, as cancrum oris, 
malignant sore throat, and the like. It is also useful in 
chronic coryza." His account of the pathogenetic action 
of arsenic has only to be looked at to see the reverse 
picture of these therapeutical eftects, and how clearly 
homoeopathic is his use of arsenic. He quotes Dr. Bayes, 
though not stating that he is a homoeopath, as *' recom- 
mending arsenic for the swelled feet of old or weakly 
persons ; or for old people with a weakly acting heart 
and feeble circulation, and who often sufter from breath- 
lessness on exertion." He advises it in asthma and 
emphysema, with difficulty of breathing, wheezing, etc. 
Also, of course, in various skin diseases, in psoriasis and 
lepra, in chronic eczema, in pemphigus, in lichen, and 
•* other obstinate skin affections" — ^just those skin eruptions 
which are well known to be produced by arsenic. In 
chorea, neuralgia, angina pectoris, in epilepsy, in " long- 
standing ague, especially of the quartan type ; " "in 
phthisis and tuberculosis." And (quoting Dr. Simpson) 
in that peculiar affection of the bowels prevalent among 
women, characterized by the copious discharge of mem- 
branous shreds accompanied by much emaciation, and 
a long train of neuralgic and other nervous symptoms. 
This affection occasionally co-exists with dysmenorrhoea, 
the membranous shreds being discharged both from the 
bowel and uterus." In fact, had it not been too long to 
quote, I might have engrossed the whole article on arsenic, 
but, for want of space, I have had to refer only to the main 
points. There is more homoeopathy than anjrthing else 
in this article. . 

Phosphorus, — Of its use in pneumonia he only says : 
" Dr. Fleischmann, of Vienna, approves its use in pneu- 
monia, especially if accompanied by typhoid symptoms." 

43. Hamamelis, — This is a drug introduced to the old 
school for the first time, but well known long before 
in homoeopathic practice. The cases he indicates for its 
use are just those found in any homoeopathic work — 
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hsBmorrhages of various kinds, piles, and " diseased veins," 
and varicocele. Hamamelis is now well known in the old 
school. 

Kreosote, — ^He says : " Large quantities produce a 
sensation of burning at the epigastrium, accompanied by 
nausea and vomiting." Conversely, in the next paragraph, 
he says : " It checks the vomiting of various diseases, 
as that of pregnancy, sea-sickness, cancer, ulcer of the 
stomach, Bright's disease. It often relieves stomach 
pains occurring after food." 

44. Nitrite of amyl. — After fully describing the physio- 
logical effects of this drug, which, being well known, I need 
not quote, he recommends it strongly in the flushings 
or " heats " followed by perspiration, which are so common 
at the menopause. A beautiful piece of homoeopathy, 
well known in our school. 

45. Camphor. — The use of camphor in the early stage 
of a " cold in the head " is well known to every homoeopath, 
and it is advised in every homoeopathic work from 
Hahnemami downwards. And here we have Dr. Ringer 
endorsing this well-known piece of homoeopathic practice. 
He says : " Inhaled, or taken by the stomach, camphor 
exerts a decided influence on ' cold in the head ' ; employed 
at the beginning of an attack (it is useless after the first 
stage) camphor sometimes arrests an ordinary cold, and, 
failing this, it abates its virulence, obviating or diminishing 
frontal headache, and restraining the sneezing and running 
at the nose." He then tells us that " large doses excite 
epigastric pain, nausea and vomiting. After death from 
poisonous doses the stomach and intestines are reddened 
and even ulcerated." He then adds : " Few, if any, 
remedies are comparable to camphor in summer diarrhoea 
and cholera. Its benign influence in cholera is most 
conspicuous, for it generally checks the vomiting and 
diarrhoea immediately, prevents cramp, and restores 
.warmth to the extremities " ; although he also says that 
in large doses it produces " coldness of the surface, shrunk 
features, and clamminess of the skin." " It must be given 
at the very commencement, and must be administered 
frequently, otherwise it is useless." So taught Hahnemann, 
but where did Dr. Ringer learn all this except from 
homoeopathic works ? He adds : " Some persons, especi- 
ally women, on exposure to cold, suffer from diarrhoea 
accompanied by severe cutting pains. Standing on cold 
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objects is especially liable to excite this diarrhoea. The 
pain may be very severe, continuing till the bowels have 
acted three or four times. Camphor generally relieves 
the pain and restrains this diarrhoea." " Large doses," 
he says, " often induce some smarting and pain of the 
urinary organs, with urgent desire to pass water." And, 
conversely, " it is said to relieve strangury," as all homoeo- 
paths know. 

Turpentine. — ^He says, as is well known, that turpentine 
causes "bloody and scanty urine, or, indeed, it may 
suppress this secretion ; occasionally it excites pain along 
the urinary tract, with frequent and painful micturition." 
He then adds that " it is very efficacious in bleeding from 
. . . the kidneys and bladder." *' Even to check 
bleeding from the kidneys, as in Bright's disease, it must 
be administered in very small quantities." " It has been 
used in chronic cystitis, in gonorrhoea and gleet." 

Copaiba, he says, "in some cases causes bloody 
urine ; in others I have seen a large amount of blood in 
the urine quickly disappear under the influence of copaiba 
resin." 

46. Asafcetida. — Of this drug Dr. Ringer says : " A 
full dose of asafoetida induces general exhilaration, and 
sometimes various nervous or hysterical phenomena, 
and a general sense of malaise (Jorg, quoted by Still^). 
It often produces headache and giddiness." Conversely, 
it "is very useful in hysteria, in many cases removing 
hysterical headache and peculiar sensations in the head. 
It is also useful in hysterical flatulence." 

Cantharides, — Dr. Ringer describes its physiological 
action on the kidneys and urinary tract, but as this is 
so well known, it is unnecessary to waste time in describing 
it. I therefore only note his therapeutical advice, which, 
from an allopathic point of view, is utterly wrong and 
heretical, as the drug is on these lines strongly contra- 
indicated. " The preparations of cantharides," he says, 
"have been recommended by high authority" (but we 
are not told who the high authorities are, and we 
know of none except Hahnemaftn and homoeopaths) 
" in certain forms of Bright's disease, but in this disease 
it has been for years past regarded as a most dangerous 
drug." Of course it is from any but a homoeopathic point 
of view, and in homoeopathic doses. " The discrepancies 
respecting the effects of cantharides arise," he continues, 
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"perhaps, from the difEerence in the dose administered 
by different observers. I am convinced of its usefulness 
in acute Bright's disease when the active inflammation 
and fever have subsided, as they invariably do about the 
fifth to the eighth day. A chronic state often follows 
the subsidence of the more acute stage, and the urine 
continues small in quantity, contains albumen, and perhaps 
blood. If, just at this time, that is, on the immediate 
subsidence of the acute inflammation, a 1 -minim dose of 
tincture of cantharides is given every three hours, the 
blood will almost always quickly disappear, while the 
albumen decreases more gradually, and the urine becomes 
more abundant." " Cantharides, in a similar dose, has 
been recommended even in the acute stage of Bright's 
disease " ; by whom, we would ask ? " and when the 
kidney, having undergone fatty degeneration, secretes 
very Uttle urine." " After its separation by the kidneys, 
cantharides acts as an irritant to the urinary tract, and 
may be employed in cystitis, gonorrhoea, and gleet. A 
drop of the tincture, although five are sometimes required, 
given three or four times a day, is particularly useful in 
cases where there is a frequent desire to make water, 
accompanied by great pain in the region of the prostate 
gland and along the urethra, while at other times severe 
twinges of pain are felt in the same part. The urine may 
contain a small quantity, of pus." Dr. Ringer also 
recommends it in cases of middle-aged women who have 
a frequent desire to micturate and cannot hold their water 
long, also when women cannot help passing a little urine 
on straining, or sneezing, or coughing — or a combination 
of both states. In these states " one or two drops of 
tincture of cantharides three or four times a day will in 
many cases afford great relief and sometimes cure with 
astonishing rapidity, even when the symptoms have lasted 
months or years." This whole article is, you will see, 
full of excellent homoeopathy. If it is not homoeopathy, 
T again ask, what is it ? 

Ipecacuanha. — After stating its physiological action, 
which is so well known, producing mucous catarrh of the 
eyes, nose, stomach, intestines, and bronchial tubes, 
with much increase in the secretion of mucus, and nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhoea, Dr. Ringer says : " This remedy 
is frequently used in catarrh of either the stomach or lungs. 
It is especially useful when the secretion from the lungs 
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is abundant and tenacious." '' On account of its slight 
irritant action on the mucous membranes of the stomach, 
and perhaps by virtue of the strong movements* it produces 
in that organ when it excites vomiting, ipecacuanha is 
found useful in irritative dyspepsia, both of the acute and 
chronic kind." "Few remedies are so efficacious as 
ipecacuanha in checking certain kinds of vomiting. I 
have in numerous instances witnessed the efficacy of drop- 
doses of the wine, administered every hour or three times 
a day, according to the urgency of the case, in checking 
the following kinds of sickness." I cannot quote this long 
passage, but must refer you to the work itself, so I simply 
enumerate them : (1) In the vomiting of pregnancy ; 
(2) In the vomiting which sometimes occurs severely 
during suckling ; (3) In vomiting at the menstrual period ; 
(4) In the vomiting of drunkards ; (5) In the morning 
vomiting from general weakness, and in convalescence 
from acute disease ; (6) In the vomiting of children, with 
acute catarrh of the stomach ; (7) In the vomiting of 
whooping-cough ; (8) In the vomiting after meals, without 
nausea or pain, the food being merely rejected ; (9) In 
regurgitation of food. This use of ipecacuanha is so 
purely homoeopathic, and contrary to all allopathic 
notions previous to the publication of Dr. Ringer's book, 
that it is no wonder it caused rather a stir in the ranks 
of the old school. It was well calculated to stagger them 
and cause them to wonder where they were, but now it has 
become quite the fashionable and correct treatment. 
He then speaks, of course, of its use in dysentery. And 
he says that "the dysenteric diarrhoeas of children, 
whether acute or chronic, will generally yield speedily 
to hourly drop-doses of ipecacuanha wine. The especial 
indications for this treatment are slimy stools, green or 
not, with or without blood. Vomiting, if present, as is 
commonly the case, affords an additional reason for the 
adoption of this treatment, and it will even cease, often 
after the first or second dose of the medicine, and generally 
before the diarrhoea is checked." In asthma and bron- 
chitis he praises it highly, but prefers to administer it in 
the form of spray. In whooping-cough he also advises 
it, " and it will often arrest the vomiting that the paroxysm 
produces. Dr. Phillips and some other observers " — 
we know Dr. Phillips, but who are the other observers ? — 
*' consider ipecacuanha especially useful when the attacks 
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of coughing are accompanied by retching and vomiting." 
'* It has been highly praised for its usefulness in haemor- 
rhages, as in epistaxis, bleeding from the lungs or womb, 
and the flooding after delivery." This high praise he will 
find in homoeopathic writings from Hahnemann down- 
wards, and all his recommendations have been in constant 
use from the earliest in our school, and, I may say, nowhere 
else till Dr Ringer's book was published. His instinctive 
genius in discovering the homoeopathic uses of well-known 
drugs is imique ! 

47. Ye/rcArum viride was, I think, previously unknown 
except in homoeopathic practice, and Dr Ringer gives 
its uses and indications as they are found in homoeopathic 
works. 

Veratrum album, he says, '* has been used with success 
in the vomiting and purging of summer diarrhoea." By 
whom ? we should like to ask, except by homoeopaths, 
in whose practice it is well known as an old and tried 
remedy, producing in large doses this very state. 

48. PodophyUum, — ^After describing the pathogenetic 
effects of this drug in producing vomiting and diarrhoea, 
cutting pains, and inflammation of the small intestines 
chiefly, he discusses its cholagogue action, in which he 
believes. Then he advises it in certain forms of diarrhoea 
in children, the particulars of which I have not space to 
quote, but they are precisely the homoeopathic indications 
for it, and he gives it, of course, being a purgative, in 
minute doses. But one passage I must quote. It is too 
good to be passed over with a mere reference. The use 
of podophyllum in diarrhoea was certainly a new thing 
in old school practice, being quite opposed tx> allopathic 
views, but this passage I am going to quote gives a piece 
of treatment to be foimd in all homoeopathic books, but 
nowhere else. " Small doses of podophyllum are lughly 
useful in some forms of chronic diarrhoea. Thus a diarrhoea 
with high-coloured motions, with cutting pains, is generally 
relieved by small doses of podophyllum, the bowels 
becoming regular, and the pain speedily subsiding. This 
medicine is especially indicated if this form of diarrhoea 
occurs in the early morning, compelling the patient to 
leave his bed several times, but improving after breakfast 
or by the middle of the day ; or sometimes diarrhoea does 
not occur after breakfast, but returns early next morning. 
Indeed, podophyllum will generally cure this morning 



Aotffia-7-Aoonlte— Digitalis 43 

diarrhcea, even if the motions are pale and watery. (Rumex 
crispus is also recommended for morning diarrhoea)." 
By whom, I ask ? and who ever heard of rmnex crispus 
before, except, in homoeopathic writings? "By means 
of podophyllum I have cured chronic diarrhoeas of watery, 
pale, frothy motions, with severe cutting pain, even when 
the diarrhoea has lasted many years. Two or three 
minims of the solution just named (gr.j in 3j of spirit) 
should be given three or four times a day." Sick-headache, 
when accompanied by " a dark-coloured, bilious diarrhoea," 
he advises to be treated with the above solution of podo- 
phyllum, or by bichloride of merdury in doses of lin of a 
grain. 

49. Actcea racemosay a medicine hardly known before 
except in homoeopathy, is treated of, and the various 
homoeopathic uses of it given. 

Aconite. — I have akeady noticed Dr. Ringer's paper 
in the Lancet before his book was published. I therefore 
need not go over it again, but simply note that in the book 
all the homoeopathic uses of aconite are praised to the 
skies. I would refer you to the chapter on Aconite in 
the book, which really requires no further comment, but 
is full of valuable information to all who know nothing 
of homoeopathy. 

Digitalis, — In the chapter on this drug Dr. Ringer 
goes very fully into its physiological action, and the various 
theories in regard to the mode of production of this action, 
which it is, of course, out of place to go into in this paper. 
But it is noteworthy that he says, " I believe that we 
obtain better indications respecting the advisability of 
usmg digitalis by considering the totality of the symptoms" 
(observe this phrase, hitherto peculiar to homoeopaths) 
" rather than by confining the attention simply to the 
nature of the valvular affection." He then gives an 
excellent clinical picture of the case indicating digitalis. 
And he adds, " Eminent authorities have asserted that 
in aortic disease digitalis is worse than useless, and will 
embarrass the heart still further, and increase the difficulty 
of breathing ; but after a prolonged and careful investi- 
gation of this question the author is convinced that, in a 
case presenting the physical signs and symptoms above 
described, the existence of aortic disease, whether obsttuc- 
tive or regurgitant, or both, does not in any way contra- 
indicate the employment of digitalis. The irregularity 
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of the pulse is the most important indication of the necessity 
of giving digitalis." TMs is exactly the homoeopathic 
method of giving digitalis — ^not looking to theoretical 
indications, but to the clinical picture, corresponding to 
the pathogenesis, and being guided by the "totality of 
the symptoms," as Dr. Ringer puts it. It only shows 
how Dr. Ringer thinks homoeopathically. The whole 
chapter is an admirable one, and well worth study. 

50. Calabar bean — Physostigma. — The physiological 
action of this drug in producing general muscidar paralysis 
is well known and need not be described here. But Dr. 
Ringer's therapeutics are here to be noted for their 
homoeopathy. In muscular paralysis one would have 
thought physostigma strongly contra-indicated from an 
allopathic point of veiw. But listen to Dr. Ringer : 
" Dr. (now Sir James) Crichton Browne finds Calabar 
bean markedly useful in general paralysis of the insane ; 
indeed, he has even cured some of his patients of this 
severe disease. I have known it arrest the progress of 
general paralysis, and even sUghtly improve the mental 
and physical condition. I have seen it not only arrest 
progressive muscular wasting uncomphcated with much 
mental disorder, but also effect considerable improvement 
in the muscular power. Moreover, it has appeared to me 
to be serviceable in some cases of long-standing hemiplegia. 
I have given the extract of physostigma in one-thirtieth 
of a grain doses every two hours." " We (Dr. Murrell 
and he) gave it in five cases of paraplegia due probably 
to myelitis. In one case no improvement ensued ; and 
but slight amendment in another. Even when the drug 
failed to produce any improvement, it yet seemed to us 
to arrest the disease. In old-standing cases we could 
hardly hope for any amendment when the lower part of 
the cord had become disorganized ; but we might fairly 
hope to control the march of the diaease in the less affected 
parts. In two cases very marked improvement occurred, 
an improvement so decided as fairly to astonish us, but 
in both relapse took place and the patients became as bad 
almost as before undergoing treatment. In the fifth case 
the treatment effected a considerable and permanent 
improvement, so that the patient, who was unable to move 
his legs even in a slight degree, was enabled before his 
discharge to walk about the ward with his stick. These 
cases, it will be said, do not tell conclusively in favour 
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of the efficacy of physostigma in paraplegia ; we 'were 
both, however, struck by the evident temporary improve- 
ment in some of the cases, and the decided and permanent 
amendment of one patient, which we could not help 
attributing to the drug, and we feel siure that this subject 
is well worth further investigation. We gave the drug 
in the same dose to two cases of locomotor ataxy, in one 
case for a year, in the other for three months ; both cases 
improved, and one, a very bad case, considerably. We 
gave it also in a recent case of writer's cramp, and in two 
months the patient recovered." I have given this long 
quotation as showing a charming example of '^ homoeo- 
pathy among the allopaths." If it is not homoeopathy, 
what is it ? Two cases of my own, one of paraplegia 
and the other of motor paralysis of the lower limbs due 
to sclerosis of the cord, to whom I had prescribed phy- 
sostigma, were advised by friends to consult two well-known 
old-school physicians to confirm or otherwise my diagnosis. 
One of these doctors is dead, and the other is still in 
vigorous practice. Each of these two prescribed phy- 
sostigma in the respective cases. 

51. Gelsemium, a drug then new to the old school, 
is introduced, but little is said of its therapeutics. Still 
the fact of a drug, largely used by homoeopaths and till 
then used only by them, being introduced into the book 
is significant. 

Belladonna. — ^After speaking of its value in threatened 
milk abscess, he adds, '' Belladonna, too, is effectual in 
other forms of inflammation which threaten to end in 
abscess." But after stating that '' a full dose produces 
great drjmess of the tongue and roof of the mouth, extending 
down the pharjmx and larynx, inducing consequently 
some difficulty in swallowing, together with hoarseness, 
and even dry cough ; and that a larger dose will sometimes 
induce dryness of the Schneiderian membrane, and 
dryness and much injection of the conjunctiva," he adds 
a £[uotation from Dr. John Harley, that " the dryness 
of the mouth gives way, to be replaced by a viscid, sticky, 
acid, and foul-smelling secretion, and the mucous memr 
brane becomes clammy, and the tongue is covered with 
a white fur." He then further quotes Harley as saying 
that *' in several instances he "has known belladonna 
to cleanse and moisten the tongue of typhus fever patients." 
He then goes on to say, " Belladonna is employed in several 
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inflammatory diseases of the throat, and its good effects 
are most apparent when the throat and tonsils are acutely 
inflamed and much swollen." This homoeopathic treat- 
ment was then a new thing in old-school therapeutics. 
He says the first effect of belladonna on the pulse is " to 
increase its quickness, fulness, and force," but later " the 
pulse diminishes in frequency and loses in strength." In 
fatal cases the pulse grows rapid, intermittent, and weak, 
adding that Dr. Harley " considers belladonna a powerful 
heart tonic, adducing in proof the power of this drug to 
reduce the frequency and strengthen the beats of the heart 
when weakened by disease." He further says : " It is 
stated by Wharton Jones, Meuriot, Harley, and others, 
but denied by Nunnely, that belladonna, when applied 
to the web of a frog's foot, contracts the smaller arteries, 
producing at first acceleration of the circulation, followed 
after a time by complete stasis, beginning, according to 
Meuriot, in the veins and capillaries ; and the circulation 
always continues in the artery after it has completely 
ceased in the veins. Harley says that ' a moderate dose 
contracts the arteries, whilst a large dose dilates them,' 
thus showing the double action of the drug." When 
speaking of the excellent effect of belladonna in exoph- 
thalmic goitre, he says, " Homoeopathic doctors have 
long employed this treatment." So he might have added 
with regard to all his novel, contra-indicated from an 
old school point of view, pieces of treatment. He praises 
its use in the cough and oppressed breathing of asthma, 
and in whooping-cough. After having spoken of the 
effect of belladonna in producing headache and delirium, 
he adds, " It is often useful in certain forms of headache. 
The indications for its use are when the pain is situated 
over the brow and in the eyeballs, which seem as if too 
large for the head, and as if they would be forced out of 
the skull. These headaches are not due to stomach or 
uterine derangements ; indeed, very often their cause 
cannot be discovered." Where did Dr. Ringer get these 
indications ? They are excellent homoeopathy. And he 
adds, '' It is said that belladonna controls the delirium 
of fevers, as of typhus fever." 

Nitx vomica and strychnine. — In this article Dr. Ringer 
strongly advises nux vomica in dyspepsia, flatulence, 
heartburn, constipation, and *' sick-headache," but he 
does not allude to its curative power in tetanus. 
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52. Cannabis indica. — ^After describing the pecuUar 
and well-known effects of this drug in producing head- 
ache of a pHBculiar type, and the well-known symptoms 
of brain-excitement, and hallucinations, he says, " Can- 
nabis indica is one of the most valuable remedies for 
megrim or sick-headache ... it is useful in attacks 
accompanied by spectra. It is most useful, in my experi- 
ence, in preventing the attacks." 

53. Chamomile. — Here we have the homoeopathic 
indications for its use. " In the ordinary summer 
diarrhoea of children, often occurring during teething, 
characterized by green, many-coloured, and sEmy stools, 
the infusion in doses of half a drachm or a drachm often 
proves very useful, especially when given at the commence- 
ment of the attack. This medicine is also eflScient in other 
forms of summer diarrhoea. It also subdues restlessness 
or peevishness." This is our old friend chamomilla, 
which used to be so often laughed at by our friends of the 
old school. 

54. Santonin, — When speaking of its use as an anthel- 
mintic, Dr. Ringer says : " In an obstinate case some 
advise the administration of one or two grains twice or three 
times a day ; but, repeated so often, this medicine is apt 
to occasion sickness and vomiting, with great difficulty 
in holding the water ; so that children, if over-dosed 
with it, are apt to wet the bed at night, are constrained 
to pass water very frequently, and are even unable to hold 
it night or day. It is curious that this remedy will some- 
times stay the nocturnal incontinence of children, and 
when this affection is not dependent on the presence of 
worms, santonin succeeds occasionally when other 
remedies, including even belladonna, have failed." Of 
course this curative result is only " curious " from an 
allopathic point of view. 

This concludes my analysis of Dr. Ringer's Handbook 
of Therapeutics, and I think you will agree with me that 
the amount of homoeopathy in it is simply astounding 
as coming from the pen of a physician who ranks as one 
of the allopaths, and who, we understand, refuses to meet 
a homoeopath in consultation. In fact, I might safely 
say that three-fourths of the new material in the book 
is pure homoeopathy. The homoeopathic treatment there 
recommended is never coupled with the least suggestion 
of the principle underlying it all, or an acknowledgment 
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of the (so far, at any rate) truth of the law of similars 
as shown in its practical working. All the same, his 
"therapeutic tips" have been largely absorbed by the 
old school, not as homoeopathy openly, but on the 
authority of Dr. Ringer, which is quite safe, and they 
have largely leavened and improved the treatment of 
the allopaths. 



Chapteb IV. 
1870-1875. 

The following records are arranged in consecutive 
years. 

In 1870 a paper by Dr. J. G. Thorowgood appeared in 
the Practitioner for July, " On the use of Arsenic in 
Irritative Dyspepsia." In it he says : " Our knowledge 
of the action of arsenic and its compounds, when given 
in considerable doses, upon the mucous surfaces of the 
body, would hardly lead us to expect much good from 
its administration as a remedy in irritative dyspepsia." 
Of course not on any but homoeopathic principles, 
and he therefore quotes Dr. Einger and Dr. Wilson Fox 
as his authorities for adopting such treatment, and says, 
" The small, irritable tongue, with projecting papUlse 
and yellow or grey fur, indicates arsenic ; vomiting and 
burning pain after food also point to the use of this drug," 
the very symptoms that would contra-indicate its use 
to the mind of the " rational " physician. 

Nitrite of amyl, — ^In the Practitioner of January, 
1871, Mr. Goodhart, after stating that this drug quickens 
the pulse of a healthy person in a few seconds, from 70 
to 140 beats per minute, adds that "in published cases 
of the action of the nitrite in disease, a diminution in the 
frequency of the pulse, has generally been noticed. . . . 
In the case of a healthy person the opposite seems to hold 
good." 

In the Lancet of January 7th, 1871, Dr. Handfield Jones 
relates a case of acute tonsillitis successfully treated 
with belladonna in St. Mary's Hospital. The case is 
introduced as follows : '* Although many of the standard 
works on medicine and therapeutics omit to make any 
mention of the value of fuU doses of belladonna as a remedy 
in severe tonsillitis, its employment in this affection is 
not by any means novel." Of course not. Its use dates 
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from the days of Hahnemann, and its power to produce 
inflamed throat is known to everyone. 

55. Chloral hydrate, — ^In 1871, when the " boom " 
in chloral was at its height, a considerable number of cases 
were recorded showing the power of chloral to paralyse 
the heart, leading to fatal results, and when not going 
this length, the pulse became feeble and intermittent, 
with faintness, vomiting, shortness of breathing, and other 
alarming symptoms. Dr. (now Sir J.) Crichton Browne, 
in the Lancet ^ April 8th, 1871, says : " Cases already 
made public prove incontestably that it (chloral) has the 
power of weakening the action of the heart, and even of 
arresting it altogether. My experience of its use has 
included several cases in which syncope, or intense pallor 
with failure of the pulse and vomiting, have followed 
single or repeated doses ; and in the following case it 
seems highly probable that chloral was directly responsible 
for the fatal termination." He then gives the case. 
Similar cases are recorded by Dr. Fuller, of St. George's 
Hospital (Lancet, March 25, 1871), Dr. Russell Reynolds 
(Practitioner y March, 1870), by " Chemicus " (Practitioner, 
April, 1870), M. Noir (Gazette des Hopitaux, Dec, 1869), 
Dr. Habershon (Lancet, Sept. 17, 1870), Mr. Herbert 
Morgan (Brit. Med. Jour., June 18, 1870,) and experiments 
by Dr. Ernest Labbee (Archives Generales de Medicine, 
Sept., 1870) on the frog, proving the same thing. Dr. 
Hughes Bennett (Edinburgh Med. Jour., June, 1870), 
M. Ferrand and M. Gubler (BuU. Gen. de Therap., Jan. 
30), Dr. B. W. Richardson (Med. Times and Gaz., Sept. 
4 and Nov. 6, 1869) all testify to the same effect. Con- 
versely, we have records of the markedly beneficial action 
of chloral in various forms of heart disease. Dr. Strange, 
Physician to the General Hospital, Worcester, records 
a case of a man, 76 years of age (Med. Times and Gaz., 
Sept. 24, 1870), to whom he was called, and whom he 
found with such symptoms of collapse of the heart that 
he was, "in fact, apparently in a dying state. The 
arteries are extensively diseased, the pulse having that 
hard and inelastic feel which accompanies atheroma, 
whilst the heart's action is feeble and unrhythmical. About 
four months ago he became subject to severe attacks 
of angina, which always seized him at night after he had 
been asleep from one to three hours." He, "with fear 
and trembling," gave him chloral, and the patient soon 
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fell asleep, " the surface regained its warmth, the breathing 
became tranquil and regular. The pulse also improved 
under its operation." This man continued to take chloral 
every night, and he kept well. One would have thought 
chloral directly contra-indicated here on any but homoeo- 
pathic principles, and Dr. Strange tells us that he gave 
it " with fear and trembling." I cannot resist quoting 
his remarks on this case : " Now, what are we to infer 
from the undoubted effect of the chloral in this case, in 
warding off attacks of cardiac syncope, as to its physio- 
logical effect on the nerves of the heart ? I imagine this : 
that chloral, like several other drugs of the sedative doss 
(the italics are mine), operates very differently, according 
to the amount of the dose exhibited — like digitalis, for 
instance, which, while in large doses it paralyses, in smaller 
only calms and strengthens the heart's action. Certainly, 
however poisonous to rabbits and small animals in full 
doses, the chloral did operate as a calmative, and therefore 
as a tonic, to the nerves of this old man's heart, as evinced 
by the improved pulse, the tranquil breathing, and the 
warm surface whilst under its influence. Clearly, too, 
there was no after-depressing action, for, if so, we should 
have expected to find the running down of the heart's 
mainspring to be hastened, in place of retarded, under 
its use. In fact, there was clearly a conservation of force 
rather than an expenditure of it ; and this, I take it, 
is a valuable fact." Dr. Strange then records a second 
similar case successfully treated by chloral. In a leading 
article on Chloral in the Med, Times and Gaz,, Aug. 13, 
1870, the editor states that Dr. J. W. Ogle reports that 
"he derived most satisfaction from its employment in 
•cases in which, by their nature, preparations of opium 
and morphia were contra-indicated, as certain cases of 
cardiac disease. ... In some cases of heart disease 
he had observed peculiarly happy effects from the com- 
bination of chloral and digitalis." In a paper entitled 
*' Clinical Notes on the Belief of Nocturnal Dyspnoea 
arising from Disease of the Heart," by Dr. Habershon, 
in the Lancet, May 11, 1871, he names chloral as one of the 
remedies of service in cases of " failing power of the heart's 
action from loss of blood and from sudden shocks to the 
nervous system, and in cases of nocturnal dyspnoea 
produced by failing muscular power of the heart, from 
degeneration of the muscular fibre, from an atheromatous 
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condition of the vessels, from idiopathic anaemia, from 
disease of the aortic valves and dilatation." In the 
Brit, Med. Jour,, April 2, 1870, Dr. Stephen Monckton, 
Physician to .the West Kent Hospital, records a similar 
case, when the chloral (in a man of 72) had a most 
successful result, and when he reported it he says, "he 
is in a greatly better condition." 

In 1872 (I am now taking each year's records in 
succession) Dr. Waters, of Liverpool, in a clinical lecture 
on " The uses of Chloral Hydrate in certain diseases of 
the Chest," records two similar cases of heart-disease^ 
where chloral was of much service. In the first the patient 
was suffering from very frequent attacks of dyspnoea 
and impending suffocation. He was unable to sleep, 
or even to lie down, " and passed his nights sitting up 
in bed. On examination, I found all the charact.eristics 
of aortic disease, with regurgitation, together with 
h3rpertrophy of the heart. It was clear, therefore, that 
this patient was suffering from cardiac asthma." He 
was ordered chloral at night on Jan. 9, 1870. He ^as. 
free from attacks till July, when, after an attack of 
diarrhoea, there was a slight return of his enemy on the 
18th, and a bad attack on the 20th (the chloral having 
been discontinued for a week). It was then resumed, 
and from then tiU August 13th, when he was discharged, 
he had only one attack. The second case was similarly 
successful in results. 

In the British Medical Journal of June 15, 1872, a paper 
appears by Dr. Kent Spender, of Bath, entitled "Notes 
on the Action of Medicines, New and Old," from which 
I must quote a longish passage, which is too good to pass 
by with a mere reference. He says : " Elsewhere I have 
tried to show that a drug may fulfil various purposes, 
according to the doses in which it is given, and according 
to the times in which it is administered. A small quantity 
may do one sort of good, and a larger quantity another 
sort of good ; and these two results may be not only quite 
different, but even of a contrary kind. Thus ipecacuanha 
is a typical emetic when administered in the quantity of 
(say) 4 fluid drachms of the wine ; but 1- or 2-drop doses 
of the same preparation given every hour have a growing 
reputation for the power of arresting sickness. Small 
quantities of the sulphate of magnesia have an astringent 
effect, and were recommended by Dr. Billing in the first 
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stage of cholera. And of most of the vegetable narcotics 
it may be said that comparatively large doses produce 
residts to which no clue is afforded by the administration 
of small doses. Thus do we make different tools out of 
the same material according as we have more or less of it, 
and by combining relative quantities of drugs in various 
ways we may obtain effects which are often of high 
therapeutic interest. Hence it is clear that a serious 
injury is done to the therapeutic merits of any medicine, 
and to our therapeutic skill as practitioners, if that 
medicine be administered in inadequate doses, or in wrong 
doses. A small and a large quantity of medicine produce 
respectively a particular effect ; each within a certain 
range has a distinct and different value. Now, when we 
aim to produce the specific effect belonging to the large 
dose, what is the use of administering the small one ? 
The large and the small dose ought respectively, for all 
therapeutic purposes, to be considered as different 
medicines, and not more interchangeable than medicines 
of diverse properties. No fact in the history of medicine 
is more easily established than this ; and it is easy to see 
how it multiplies our resources, and how it enables us 
to fi^ht against disease with increased precision and power. 
Passing &om generals to particulars, I spoke just now 
about the medicinal history of ipecacuanha. . . . 
I have succeeded best with ipec. in the so-called hysterical 
sickness of young women, in the early sympathetic 
vomiting of other diseases, and in some forms of infantile 
sickness accompanied by diarrhoea. . . . Ipec. shows 
itself to most advantage when the element of spasm is 
mixed up with over-secretion, as in bronchorrhoea with 
asthma, and in diarrhoea with tenesmus. Hence the 
value of ipec., not merely as a classical remedy for 
dysentery, but in many varieties of flux from the bowel ; 
it soothes reflex irritation, and so indirectly acts as an 
astringent to mucous surfax^es." This is excellent 
homoeopathy. 

In the Brit. Med, Jour, of May 25, 1872, in a lecture on 
" Dropsy " by Dr Murchison, he says : " Minute but 
frequent doses of turpentine or cantharides are believed 
by many to be efficacious diuretics in renal dropsy." 
Who are the " many " ? In the same journal Dr. 
Eustace Smith, in a paper on " Lienteric diarrhoea in 
children," recommends the use of arsenic. 
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In the Med, Times, Sept. 7th, 1872, there is an editorial 
article on "Physiology and Medicine," in which the 
following passage occurs : " Physiological theory, 
observing the effects of mercury on animals in health, 
has led to the partial abandonment of mercury in the 
cure of syphilis, because the drug in a healthy animal will 
produce disease in the bones (the itahcs are mine). 
Whereas the experience of Lee, Langston Parker, to say 
nothing of Eicord and older writers, would recount 
numberless cases where syphilitic nodes have disappeared 
as if by charm under the use of the calomel vapour-bath, 
or of mercury introduced in some other way." 

In the Brit. Med. Jour, of Sept. 21, 1872, Dr. Page, 
of Kirkby Lonsdale, records a case of pruritus of the whole 
cutaneous surface, and of the mucous surfaces of the upper 
outlets of the body, occurring during pregnancy, and 
keeping her from sleep for nights on end, when chloral 
entirely cured it. It is well known that chloral, among 
its other pathogenetic effects, produces various forms 
of skin eruption, .one of the commonest being urticaria 
with intolerable itching. An excellent bit of homoeo- 
pathy. 

In the same number of that journal Mr. Alfred Freer, 
of Stourbridge, has a paper on the use of ergot in abortion 
in the early months of pregnancy. He had given ergot 
in about 200 cases of profuse haemorrhage, with threatened 
abortion, and with the happiest results. He says : 
" Indeed, I can call to mind several instances where ergot 
being given to check uterine haemorrhage, it has acted 
well by causing not the expulsion of the ovum, but its 
gradual retrocession into the uterus. From what I have 
seen of the use of the remedy I am prepared to maintain 
that it is a most valuable help ; but that not infrequently 
it does good, not by forcing the contracting uterus to 
expel its contents, but often, contrary to our expectations, 
by helping the organ to retain its precious charge to its 
ultimate preservation." This piece of homoeopathy, you 
will remember, I alluded to before as advised and practised 
by Dr. Meadows. 

In the Practitioner for Dec, 1872, is a paper by Dr. 
Herries Madden, of Torquay, on " Nitrite of Amyl in 
Angina Pectoris." The patient was himself. Knowing 
that the drug produced flushing of the face, and full 
headache, in dilating the vessels, he avoided taking it 
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(aET his face was always flushed in the paroxysm) on 
antipathic principles. He says : " From the accounts 
I had read of the action of the drug I had formed the 
opinion that it was only suited to those cases in which 
the face was pallid during the paroxysm, and as mine 
was flushed I dismissed from my mind all thoughts of 
trying it, and paid the penalty of hasty conclusions in 
•the shape of a large amount of acute suffering." Other 
means having quite failed to reUeve his attacks of angina 
pectoris, on the advice of a friend he resolved to try it, 
with the most complete success. He describes the effect 
as that the spasm was, as it were, strangled. Here we 
have the homoeopathic action of the drug illustrated, 
and its value in these flushed conditions is well known 
in our school. 

In the Lancet of Nov. 23, 1872, Dr. Anstie has a paper 
on " Lead and Mercurial Poisoning," in which he says : 
" The sensory nerves may be engaged ; and we shall 
speak first of the fifth cranial. For this nerve, indeed, 
mercury has evidently a selective aflSnity. This is seen 
both iu the pathological changes iu eyes, mouth, and nose 
which may be produced by its poisonous effects, and not 
less strikingly by its therapeutical efficacy in diseases 
of the same territory." 

56. Aloes, — 1873. In this year there is little to record. 
The only noteworthy piece of homoeopathy is stated in 
the Medical Record of August 27, quoting from the 
American Practitioner a paper by Dr. Fordyce Barker 
on '* The treatment of HsBmorrhoids in Pregnancy." 
Dr. Barker says : " When hsBmorrhoids are developed 
during the latter period of pregnancy, the indications 
are obviously to counteract the constipation or the 
diarrhoea, and to stimulate and restore the tonicity of the 
hsDmorrhoidal veins. The enquiry will then naturally 
suggest itself, have we any agent, or combination of 
agents, in the Materia Medica capable of effecting these 
results ? I know of no article which so clearly and 
positively produces these two results as aloes, and on this 
I have mainly relied. I am well aware that the general 
voice of the profession is against the use of aloes when 
there is any tendency to haemorrhoids." The Atalanta 
Medical and Surgical Journal &dds : We are enabled to 
add our testimony to that of Professor Barker on the use 
of aloes in the condition referred to. We would also 
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in this connection, call attention to the use of aloes in 
haBmoirhoids, from whatever cause, occurring in the male 
or female. Given in smaU doses we get its mild stimulant 
action upon the dilated and distended vessels, and hence 
a restoration of tonicity." As Dr. Fordjrce Barker says, 
the general voice of the profession is against such practice. 
In fact, if there is one thing that is believed in the old 
school, it is that aloes in haemorrhoids, or in pregnancy, 
and still more in both combined, is contra-indicated, 
and to be avoided on account of its well-known patho- 
genetic action. In fact, this is an excellent illustration 
of homoeopathic practice on the part of Dr. Barker and 
the writer in the Atalanta journal. 

1874. In the early part of this year a book entitled 
*' The Specific Action of Drugs on the Healthy System : 
An index to their Therapeutic Value, as deduced from 
experiments on Man and Animals " appeared, by Dr. 
A. 6. Bumess and Mr. F. J. Mavor, which in its views 
and practice was a great advance on that of Dr. Ringer. 
The whole work ib by Dr. Bumess, except the experiments 
on animals, which are recorded by Mr. Mavor, and it is as 
full of homoeopathy as it well can be. In advertising the 
work in the medical papers Dr. Burness states that " the 
object of this work is threefold : (1) To point out that 
each drug when introduced into the system acts upon 
some special parts or tracts in virtue of its physical, 
chemical, or dynamical properties ; (2) That the thera- 
peutic action of each drug is to be determined by ascertain- 
ing the symptoms produced, and the parts influenced 
by it, when introduced into the healthy animal system ; 
(3) That while a toxic dose will effect such changes in a 
part as to unfit it for any vital action, a lesser dose 
applied to a diseased part will, by removing that state 
of combination of the elements which excited diseased 
action, enable the normal process of nutrition to restore 
the healthy constitution." How such an advertisement 
should have been allowed to appear in the allopathic 
journals we cannot understand, as it is so obvious in its 
views and tendency. He states that the pathogenetic 
action of each drug is the key to its therapeutic value. 
The therapeutic uses of drugs he divides into two: (1) 
The physiological, when the full dose action is aimed at — 
that is, the antipathic action ; and (2) The " restorative " 
or homoeopathic action, the dose for which is to be " such 



Dr. Burness' Book 57 

as will not produce physiological effects, and thus aggravate 
the disease." As examples of what he means by the latter 
form of treatment, he gives arsenic in diarrhoea, cholera, 
gastro-enteritis, etc. ; ipecac, in vomiting ; nux vomica 
in dyspepsia and constipation ; bichloride of mercury 
in dysentery, etc. He tells us in the book of the value 
of cantharides in " restorative doses " in *' acute nephritis 
and cystitis, in strangury, suppression of urine, and 
hsBmaturia from acute congestion, and in dropsy after 
scarlet fever " ; of croton oil in " choleraic " and watery 
diarrhoea, and also "internally and externally in some 
pustular skin diseases " ; of colocynth in watery diarrhoea 
and dysentery, also in " colic " ; of podophyllum in 
"the diarrhoea of typhoid, in idiopathic enteritis, dysen- 
teric diarrhoea, prolapsus ani, in excessive secretion of 
bile with headache, etc., chronic diarrhoea with griping 
pain in children with (Kstension of belly, colicky pain, 
and irregular bowels." Of course, we have aconite, 
belladonna, arsenic, and ipecac, and nux vomica all a la 
Ringer. That Dr. Burness prefers the homoeopathic use 
of a remedy to the allopathic is evident from the following 
sentences : " That a knowledge of the specific action 
of any substance is a key to its therapeutic value, and 
that various substances possess both a physiological and 
a restorative action, as indicated by theory, and proved 
by experience, has now been clearly demonstrated. At 
the same time it will be seen that experience and theory 
indicate the advantage of giving a remedy in the restorative 
doses in cases of functional derangements over which 
it has specific influence, when possible, in preference to 
giving a physiological dose and running a risk of inducing 
a state of afEairs worse than the original disease. As, 
for instance, such specific remedies as ipecacuanha, 
bichloride of mercury, arsenic, etc., are preferable and 
more successful in the treatment of various forms of 
diarrhoea and dysentery than are the various astringents 
that are so often used, and so frequently fail in giving 
more than temporary relief." All this is pretty strong, 
and yet Dr. Burness never once in his book allows the 
word ** homoeopathy " to occur. His homoeopathic 
doses are " restorative doses." Although the remarkable 
advertisement which we have quoted appeared in the 
old-school medical journals, they maintained a discreet 
silence as to the book itself, as no notice of it was taken 
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by any of them, Dr. Bumess not being a Professor in a 
College, or even a Physician to a Hospital. But not so 
the ' Chemist and Druggist,^ In a review of the book 
entitled " Homoeopathy Disguised " the reviewer says : 
" We quote these passages, not with the object of disputing 
them, but simply that our readers may discover, if they 
can, wherein the authors have enunciated anything novel. 
For ourselves we acknowledge that we are fairly puzzled. 
' Our theory ' is paraded with much display in the 
introductory pages of this book, and when it is at last 
exhibited we find it to be purely and simply the framework 
of the homoeopathic system of medicine. Surely the 
authors know this ; reserve has not been one of the faults 
of our homoeopathic friends, , and yet from beginning to 
end of this book there does not occur the slightest trace 
of an acknowledgment of Hahnemannian inspiration ; 
but the authors write with an apparently honest imcon- 
sciousness that they have ever been forestalled in their 
theories. The quotations we have given must surely 
indicate to anyone who knows anything of homoeopathic 
literature that Messrs. Bumess and Mavor are publishing 
the principles summed up in the maxim simUia simUibiis 
curantur. . . . We see no reason why these gentlemen 
should' not become the apostles of any dogma they believe 
to be true ; but it is rather late in the day to profess any 
originality in a notion which has been hammered at with 
excessive vigour by a considerable host of medical writers 
from now back to Hahnemann, and which, opponents 
say, can even be traced to the writings of Galen, Celsus, 
and Hippocrates." 

In the early part of this paper I quoted imder the 
heading of sulphur the testimony of Trousseau and Pidoux 
to the double action — pathogenetic and curative — of 
natural sulphur waters, showing that they benefited 
the very conditions they produced. In the Medical 
Record, Nov. 20, 1873 (this I ought to have noticed in 
the 1873 record), is a paper by Dr. Bouyer (extracted 
from the Gazette des Hopitaux of Nov. 8, 1873) on 
" Sulphur Inhalations in the winter season at Amelie-les- 
Bains " which is fully corroborative of Trousseau and 
Pidoux's observations. The passage, though long, is 
worth recording. Dr. Bouyer says : " The actions of 
the inhalations are primitive (primary) and secondary. 
The primitive effects are seen after a few minutes have 
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been spent in the inhaling-room. The patients experience 
a sense of comfort, which is accompanied by a greater 
facility in respiration, and in a diminution of the 
frequency and the dryness of the cough. At the same 
time the skin becomes slightly moist, and a notable 
diminution of the frequency and intensity of the pulse 
is observed. If the visit be prolonged beyond a certain 
time the sedative phenomena are replaced by those of 
excitation, which become evident through acceleration 
of the respiration and the circulation, heaviness in the 
head, turgescence of the face, cephalalgia, fits of dry 
coughing, and sometimes thoracic pains. The succession 
of these phenomena is especially observed in asthmatic 
people, and with them it is better to curtail the duration 
of the inhalation. The secondary effects of the inhalations 
are as follows : After several visits the cough diminishes 
in frequency, and is no longer accompanied by a feeling 
of dryness and inconvenient pricking in the pharynx or 
the upper part of the trachea. The expectoration 
becomes easier and more abundant ; the sputa become 
more fluid and changed in character ; at first muco- 
purulent, they become mucous, then sero-mucous, and 
then progressively less in quantity ; the thoracic pains 
diminish in intensity, and respiration tends to assume 
its normal rhythm. This double action of the inhalations 
must be attributed partly to the sulphuretted hydrogen 
and partly to the steam. On commencing to use inhala- 
tions some patients experience the symptoms of excitation 
in a very marked degree, and such people should conunence 
with the weak inhalations in the Koman gallery. There 
are a few cases in which these troublesome symptoms 
persist, and in which inhalations are altogether contra- 
indicated." Thus the double or homoeopathic action 
of these sulphur waters in chest disease is again clearly 
stated. 

In the Lancet (Feb. 21, 1874) is a paper by Dr. Einger 
on " Sulphide of Potassium, Sulphide of Sodium, and 
Sulphide of Calcium." Practically, however, his paper 
is on Sulphide of Calcium, or Hepar Sulphuris, In this 
he enters fully into the points we referred to before when 
extracting from his work on therapeutics. It is therefore 
not necessary to quote largely from this paper. He 
reiterates the power of dispersing threatened abscesses 
before pus is formed, and of hastening the maturation 
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of the pus and its evacuation when once it is formed ; 
a double fact enunciated by Hahnemann, and often 
laughed at as absurd. He says : " It may be urged 
that it is difficult to imagine how these remedies can 
produce effects so different and apparently opposite as 
the dispersion of inflammation in one case and the expulsion 
of pus in another ; but poultices and hot fomentations 
certainly possess the property both of subduing inflam- 
mation and of preventing suppuration, and in other cases 
of hastening considerably the evacuation of pus." He 
gives the suphide in doses of ^^j th of a grain, and for the 
very same conditions as homoeopaths ever since Hahnemann 
have prescribed hepar sulphuris. 

In the number of the Lancet following this (Feb. 28) 
a letter appears from Dr. Thorowgood corroborating 
Dr. Binger's advice and success in these cases ; and also 
one from Dr. Bumess, in the same way, but a little stronger. 
He refers to his book which I have just spoken of, 
pointing out that we ought to know why such effects are 
. produced by the sulphide of calcium, and " we will then 
have a scientific basis on which to found our treatment. 
. . . Now these facts indicate that the specific action 
of these agents (the sulphides) is upon the skin and 
mucous membranes. . . . We naturally infer that 
the therapeutic action of these agents will be od the same 
tracts, and hence we are led to use them in such affections 
as chronic catarrh, follicular sore throat, chronic bronchitis, 
abscesses, scrofulous glands, and many skin diseases ; 
also to improve the condition of scrofulous children 
suffering from indolent abscesses, but in these cases we 
give a less dose than the physiological one, viz., a 
restorative dose." For " restorative " here read " homoeo- 
pathic." 

In the Brit. Med. Jour, of Feb. 7, 1874, occurs a paper 
by Dr. Farquharson, M.P., on " The use of Ipecacuanha 
in Infantile Diarrhoea." We do not, of course. Know 
whether he was aware that his remedy was a homoeopathic 
one, but he quotes Ringer as his authority. His remarks, 
in contrasting the usual old school treatment with that 
of ipecacuanha, are too good to omit. He says : 
"As a rule I have found that the diarrhoea of 
children does not bear astringents well. Temporary 
benefit may seem to be derived from one or other drug 
of this class, but after a few days the purging returns 
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as badly as before, and the patients suffer, as they often 
do under the ill-considered use of strong tonics, with 
headache, dryness of the tongue, and slight feverish 
symptoms. We are, therefore, compelled to change 
our treatment from time to time ; and, even after a 
careful trial of various and widely contrasted pharma- 
copoeial preparations, we may find that we are making 
no progress, and that the patient is being gradually 
exhausted by a number of dark, loose, and offensive 
evacuations. Ipecacuanha will here do us good service, 
and a very few doses will usually not only greatly improve 
the character and consistence of the alvine discharges, 
but greatly diminish, or quite check, their abnormal 
frequency without causing subsequent torpor of the 
bowels. Dr. Ringer has well shown that in those few 
cases in which the drug does not absolutely stop diarrhoea,^ 
it causes the motions to become more solid and of natural 
colour, and that no matter whether they be originally 
brown, green, or yellow, this beneficial result is produced. 
But my experience leads me to add that ipecacuanha 
is not only quite useless, but may even do harm in those 
cases where the evacuations are whitish . and watery. 
It is not uncommon, however, during cold or damp seasons 
of the year to meet with diarrhoea in which dysenteric 
symptoms prevail, and where a previously healthy child 
is suddenly seized with purging of blood and stime, 
attended by great abdominal pain, tenderness, and 
tenesmus. We will here find that ipecacuanha exerts 
almost a specific action, and I have even found that a 
single dose of one grain has been sufiicient to bring about 
most marked improvement in these troublesome 
symptoms." The pathogenetic or reverse action of 
ipecac, has been referred to already more than once, so 
I need not repeat it. 

In the Lancet of Jan. 17 and 31, 1874, a very interesting 
and important paper occurs by Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson 
on " The use of Mercury in Syphilis." I allude to it here 
as bearing out the views of Hahnemann and of homoeo- 
paths in general as to its homoeopathicity and its con- 
sequent correct mode of administration, viz., that mercury 
is par excellence the remedy in syphilis from the earUest 
stage of the illness, but that being homoeopathic to the 
disease in all its manifestations and stages, it should be 
given in doses less than will produce its pathogenetic 
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(or physiological) symptoms, such as salivation, " touching 
of the gums," etc. The marked homoeopathic relationship 
of mercury to syphilis I went into in the earlier part of 
this paper when treating of mercury, and of Trousseau 
and Pidoux's account of the similarity of the effects of 
the drug and the disease, to which I refer you. Mr. 
Hutchinson ends his paper by giving a summary of his 
beliefs on this question — ^the most of which I must extract. 
He says " that mercury is probably a true vital antidote 
against the syphilitic virus, and that it is capable of 
bringing about a real cure. . . . That in order to 
secure the antidotal efl^cacy of mercury against syphilis 
it is desirable to introduce a considerable quantity into 
the system and to protract its use over a very long time. 
That ptyalism and other evidences of the physiological 
action of mercury, so far from being beneficial, are, if 
possible, to be carefully avoided, since they prevent the 
sufficiently prolonged use of the remedy. That in cases 
in which the patient shows an idiosyncrasy peculiarly 
susceptible to mercury, the indication is to reduce the 
dose rather than to omit the drug. That it is impossible 
to begin the administration of mercury too soon, and that 
it should be resorted to without loss of time in all cases 
in which a chancre shows a tendency to indurate. That 
many cases of indurated chancre treated early by mercury 
never show any of the characteristic symptoms of the 
secondary stage. That in other cases of mercurial cure 
of the chancre, in which yet secondary symptoms do occur, 
they are usually milder than if allowed to develop without 
specific treatment. That when mercury does not wholly 
abrogate the secondary stage, it exhibits a remarkable 
power in delaying it. . . . That there are some 
grounds for believing that the tertiary symptoms of 
syphilis are both less frequent and less severe in those 
who have been efficiently treated by mercury than in 
others. That mercury, cautiously given, does not, in a 
great majority of instances, do any injury to the general 
health, and that the local inconveniences may usually 
be prevented. . . . That it has not yet been proved 
that there are any special forms of syphilitic disease in 
which mercury ought to be avoided, although, as a general 
rule, it is acknowledged that it must be used with more 
caution in all forms which are attended by ulceration 
than in others. That iodide of potassium possesses little 
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or no efficacy against either the primary or secondary 
forms of syphilis. That the efficacy of mercury is often 
most signally proved in cases which have utterly resisted 
the action of iodide of potassium* That it does not much 
matter whether mercury is given by the mouth, by 
inunction, or by the vapour bath, provided that, whichever 
method be selected, care be taken to avoid salivation, 
purging, etc. That the doses usually resorted to for 
internal administration are for the most part too large, 
and thus often necessitate a premature discontinuance 
of the remedy." Such a pronouncement from such an 
authority as Mr. Jonathan Hutclguison is in the profession 
is a veritable triumph for Hahnemann and homoeopathy. 
In the Medical Press <Sc Circiildr, April 22nd, 1874, 
appears an abstract of a paper on the action of aconitCy 
read by Dr. (now Sir) T. Lauder Brunton at the Medical 
Society of London on the 30th of March. At the termina- 
tion of the discussion. Dr. Brunton said that his obser- 
vations were made quite independently of others! His 
confidence in the ignorance of his audience of the writings 
of Hahnemann, and of homoeopathic physicians generally, 
must have been wonderful, to allow of his making such a 
statement. Had Dr. Brunton not had some considerable 
knowledge of homoeopathic literature and practice, we 
doubt whether his " independent " observations would 
ever have been made at all. Although aconite is at the 
present time quite largely used in fever and acute inflam- 
mations, as quite correct and " orthodox " practice, yet 
in 1874, the drug was hardly known as an " antiphlo- 
gistic," except through Ringer's book, and was even 
laughed at as being homoeopathic. I should have liked 
to extract this abstract from the Medical Press & Circular 
entire, but it really is so much of a repetition of Dr. 
Ringer's statements, that I refrain from doing so. But 
it says that '^ He read cases of acute disease where aconite 
was used, such as pulmonary congestion, catarrhal fever, 
pneumonia in its early stage, laryngitis, bronchial catarrh, 
acute nephritis, acute general eczema, and the like ; he 
also detailed his observations on the temperature of the 
body during the action of aconite, and showed how rapidly 
and steadily it was lowered. Details were given of local 
inflammation, such as orchitis and inflammation of the 
knee-joint, treated by aconite. Its use in the early stage 
of eruptive fevers was mentioned, and he found it cut 
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short attacks of parotitis, and was decidedly most bene- 
ficial in acute ophthalmia." He says ^' It is our best 
antiphlogistic drug," that " it is diaphoretic and diuretic " ; 
that *' if it does not remove the products of inflammation, 
where these are foimd, by its control it prevents their 
formation, and so saves the tissue from further injury, 
and prevents tissue change." 

Tins is pretty well for observations made quite inde- 
pendently of others! The Shade of Hahnemann might 
well exclaim " Et tu, Brute!'' 

In the British Medical Jownal of April 25th, 1874, 
are recorded two cases entitled " On Perchhride of Mercury 
in the Diarrhoea of Typhoid Fever," by Mr. Walford, of 
Beading. They are amusing cases, exhibiting the very 
best allopathic treatment, followed, when that failed to 
do good, by a rough form of homoeopathy ; the latter 
consisting of the administration of the solution of per- 
chloride of mercury (or mercurius corrosivus), in drachm 
doses (y^y of a grain) every twelve hours, with successful 
results. He proceeds to remark, " I see nothing un- 
reasonable in the reasoning which led to the adoption of 
the practice. We all admit the special properties of 
different drugs and chemicals, whether we be solidists 
or humoralists, and this surely involves the capability of 
the different structures of the body being acted upon by 
the special properties of drugs." The " reasoning " above 
referred to he gives as follows : " The quantity passed 
from the bowels being so large, it appeared to us to be 
desirable to find some means of acting on the mucous 
membrane of the intestines, and calling to mind the 
ulcerated condition of the lower end of the ileum and 
colon, I resolved on trying one drachm of the liquor 
hydrargyri perchloridi every twelve hours." It is a pity 
that Mr. Walford did not think of carrying out the same 
reasoning in all his treatment. 

In the Lancet of May 2nd, 1874, Dr. Ogle records an 
interesting case of epilepsy, treated by belladonna, after 
the failure of bromide of potassium. The homoeopathicity 
of belladonna to epilepsy has been pointed out in the 
earlier part of this paper, and need not be repeated. Dr. 
Ogle gave such large doses of it that the physiological 
effect, such as " sore-throat, and inflammation of the 
palate and mouth, with dysphagia " was produced, and 
thus it had to be given up after twelve days' use. But he 
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adds, " It appeared, however, that decidedly good results 
had followed the use of the belladonna, as the fits became 
fewer in the night, and often absent during the day ; 
and on the eighteenth day after it was first begun, the 
patient's account was that he could bear the left arm to be 
struck without any fit occurring. He was still suffering 
from some slight irritation, with redness of the throat, 
and some dysphagia. Of late the patient has resumed 
the belladonna in more moderate doses, and altogether 
is much freer from the pains and sensations about the 
left arm, axilla, and side of the body, and also from the 
convulsive attacks. As a rule, he notices that one occurs 
just before going to bed at night. Latterly he has been 
much troubled by the sensations on the surface of his 
left arm and side, which rush up to the head, and cause 
what he calls an ' all-overishness,' but do not result in 
any fit. He often compares the sensations to those pro- 
duced by galvanizing the surface. There is no redness 
or any notable alteration of appearance of the sldn at any 
part. The surface of the left side and shoulder, etc., was 
galvanized, but no attack was thereby produced." I 
quote this as showing that though the dose was unneces- 
sarily large, and had to be stopped, to be resumed after- 
wards in smaller doses, yet the result was excellent. It 
shows that if the medicine is homoeopathic to the case, 
even an unnecessarily large dose may be curative, and 
though large is still a homoeopathic dose. Our opponents 
are fond of saying that such a case is not homoeopathically 
treated because the dose was large. But it must be kept 
clearly in view that its being a homoeopathic cure consists 
in the first place in the selection of the homoeopathic 
remedy, and secondly, in giving a less dose than will 
aggravate the condition to be treated. How much less 
is a question of experience, and varies with varying sus- 
ceptibility on the part of the patient. 

In this year (1874) appeared a volume on " Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics," by Dr. Charles D. F. Phillips. 
Where his inspiration came from we all know, as for many 
years he practised as a homoeopath in Manchester, but in 
1871 he intimated in the Lancet that he had withdrawn 
from fellowship with homoeopaths. His book is, however, 
full of homoeopathy, in spite of this intimation, though 
its sources of information, as far as regards homoeopathic 
writings, are studiously kept dark. Among the drugs he 
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treats of, and others, we may safely say, unknown to or 
unemployed by any but homoeopathic practitioners, we 
find Pulsatilla, helleborus, dulcamara, crotalus, cheli- 
donium, thuja, bryonia, spigelia, ruta, rhus, anacardium, 
cicuta, mezereum, and of course, aconite. Of bryonia, 
he says it is " an exceedingly valuable drug " in " pleurisy 
and other serous inflammations," and that it is " especially 
effective in pericarditis and pleurisy." Pleuro-pneumonia 
and rheumatism, with " liver affections of various kinds " 
are also named in which bryonia is " worthy of considera- 
tion." Pulsatilla is recommended in cases of " inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva and of the auditory and nasal 
passages " ; in " dyspepsia and sub-acute gastritis met 
with in phlegmatic temperaments " ; in " functional 
amenorrhoea," and in " leucorrhoeal discharges." Staphy- 
sagria is useful in " obstinate neuralgias affecting the 
facial and superficial spinal nerves of the neck." Cocculus 
he speaks of in vomiting, dyspepsia, menstrual colic, 
leucorrhoea, chlorosis, and various nervous affections. 
Of sabina he says that "in menorrhagia, leucorrhoea, 
and uterine haemorrhage, singularly enough (the italics 
are mine), sabina has proved useful in many hands." So 
of thuja in warts and condylomata, and of colocynth in 
colic, etc., etc. It is astonishing that such wonderful 
discoveries are made by a single man of genius, especially 
when these same discoveries were made, ages before he 
wrote, by a certain physician of the name of Hahnemann, 
and which are to be found in any of the numerous homoeo- 
pathic text-books, if anyone takes the trouble to read 
them. Such is Ufe, and the medical profession ! 

On the whole the record of " Homoeopathy among the 
Allopaths " is rather good for the year 1874. We come 
now to 1875, but there is not much to record in this year. 
There is an editorial article in the British Medical Journal 
of March 27th on " Pyrexia and Antipyretics," in which 
the following occurs : " It is in pyretic states, with a dry, 
burning skin, that those apyretic agents which induce 
perspiration are indicated. ... Of old this end was 
secured by the administration of antimony in full doses, 
and, in the case of the dry, burning skin, by the com- 
bination of antimony with opium ; indeed, Hufeland 
regarded tartar emetic and opium, with bleeding, as the 
basis of all therapeutics. More recently the use of aconite 
has been upon the increase ; and the observations of 
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Stoerck, in 1763, have been corroborated by those of 
Fleming and Ringer, until the use of aconite in pyretic 
conditions may fairly be regarded as the treatment of 
the future in conditions of simple pyrexia." This is really 
delicious. To ignore Hahnemann and the homoeopaths, 
and to quote Fleming and Ringer as the authorities on 
which this " new treatment " is adopted is, in my opinion, 
simply dishonest. So much for medical " ethics " of 
the period. 

In the Monthly Homoeopathic Review of Jan., 1876, 
Dr. Bayes sends a communication on " The Modem 
(Allopathic) Treatment of Cholera," founded on the 
yearly Sanitary Reports issued by the India Office. 
In the reports for the year 1875 it is stated that " The 
Civil Surgeon of Shahabad (Dr. Thornton) adopted, with 
very gratifying results, a method of treatment recom- 
mended by Dr. Billing, a London physician, who 
practised it successfully in the cholera epidemic of 1831-32. 
This author considers cholera an essentially febrile disease, 
and treats it with antimony and salines, followed by 
quinine. Dr. Thornton adopted this plan, using the 
mixture noted in the margin (tartar emetic, 2 grs. ; 
sulphate of magnesia, i oz. ; water, 8 ozs. ; a tablespoonful 
every half hour, or according to circumstances), and the 
quinine mixture when the urgent symptoms were abating. 
Out of 37 cases thus treated there were 28 recoveries and 
9 deaths — a mortality of only 24 per cent. This result 
is rendered still more favourable by the fact that three 
of the patients who died were feeble, sickly old men, quite 
unable to rally, and that a fourth was brought to hospital 
in a hopeless state, in which no treatment could be of 
any avail. During the stay of the prisoners in camp 
several men of the police guard, some members of their 
families, and a considerable number of people from the 
neighbouring villages were treated in this way for cholera 
in different stages, and nearly all of them recovered." 
Dr. Bayes remarks on this statement : " Physicians 
practising homoeopathy will at once recognize the homceo- 
pathicity of tartar emetic to the vomitings, and of the 
sulphate of magnesia to the serious purgings, and it is 
difficult to see in what other way ^ of a grain of tartar 
emetic and 15 grains of sulphate of magnesia could act. 
In our younger days a dose of salts (sulphate of magnesia) 
contained from half an ounce to an ounce (i.e., from 240 
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to 480 grains), and we all can remember the watery 
purgings and gripings which were wont to follow such a 
dose. By this rough kind of homoeopathy Dr. Thornton 
will be seen to have had a degree of success far exceeding 
that reported under other methods." 

In the British Medical Journal of Jan. 8th, 1876, we 
have the double action of drugs in large and small quan- 
tities plainly recognized. In an editorial article entitled 
* Action and Re-ackion " we have the foUowing concluding 
sentences : " Max Schuler found that the first effect of 
large sinapisms was to dilate the cerebral vessels, while 
their continued application produced the opposite 
condition of abnormal contraction. To secure the first 
action alone the dermal irritant must cover a large surface, 
and be applied for a brief period. The difference of the 
primary and secondary effects of such measures is in 
accordance with the action of the well-known neurotics, 
alcohol and opium, which also first dilate the cerebral 
vessels and then induce contraction. (This is incorrect, 
it is the opposite way ; but this makes no difference in 
the principle involved. — D.D.B.) According to the end 
desired is the method of using these agents. By small, 
repeated doses the stimulant action is secured, while depression 
ultimately follows one powerful dose or a sustained appli- 
cation.^^ The italics are mine. 

In the La/ncet of Nov. 6, 1875, Dr. Spencer Thomson, 
of Torquay, has a paper on " The rapid relief of Neuralgic 
Pain " by gelsemium. He says the usual expression of 
the patient is that " it acted like a charm." Dr. Thomson 
adds : " That gelsemium has not yet received the attention 
it merits is evident from the difficulty of procuring it. 
During the meeting of the British Medical Association 
in Edinburgh, in August, I enquired for it in vain at most 
of the principal chemists." The British Medical Journal 
of Sept. 18, 1875, quotes from a German periodical the 
experience of Dr. A. Jarasz, of Heidelberg, to the same 
effect, and in the same journal of Oct. 16, Dr. Roberts 
Thomson, of Bournemouth, speaks in the highest terms, 
giving cases, of the value of gelsemium in 5-drop doses 
of the tincture in relieving the cough of phthisis. Nowa- 
days the use of gelsemium in the old school is fairly well 
known and made use of. 

Another of the illustrations of the double action of 
drugs in large and small doses is given in the Medical 
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Times and Gazette of Oct. 2, 1875. M.M. Lepine and 
Bocliefoiitaine, in experimenting with induced galvanic 
currents on the brains of dogs, " found that if very weak 
currents were applied to the anterior part of the hemispheres, 
the heart's action was accelerated ; whereas stronger 
currents, even though the pneumogastric nerves were 
undivided, rendered it much slower,''^ The italics are mine. 

57. Afocynum cannabinum. — In the London Medical 
Record of Sept. 15, 1875, is a full report of a paper on the 
use of this drug in dropsy. Its use and value in such 
cases had been long known to homoeopaths. 

In the British Medical Journal of Oct., Nov., and Dec, 

1875, are to be found reports of a series of experiments 
made by a committee of the British Medical Association 
on " the biliary secretion of the drug," and conducted 
by Dr. Rutherford, of the University of Edinburgh, and 
M. Vignal, which are corroborative of similar experiments 
previously made by Dr. Hughes Bennett. I cannot go 
into the details of these experiments for want of time, 
but they are to be found analysed in the Monthly HomoBO- 
pathic Review for April, 1876. The experiments showed 
conclusively the double action of drugs in the case of 
calomel and podophyUin, viz., that small doses of each 
caused a marked increase in the flow of bile, while large 
doses caused marked diminution or entire cessation in 
the flow. And that when purgative action by either of 
these drugs was induced by full doses, the bile invariably 
diminished or ceased to flow. That is, that small doses 
of mercury or podophyllin, such as are given by homoeo- 
paths, short of producing the physiological effect of 
purgatives, do promote the flow of bile, while the purgative 
doses given by most allopaths have the reverse effect, 
and are quite wrong in principle, as shown by the practical 
result. 

The same double action of mercury in syphilis is brought 
out clearly in a paper by Dr. E. L. Keyes, of New York, 
published in the New York Medical Record of Jan. 8, 

1876, of which a full summary is given in the London 
Medical Record of Feb. 15. The paper is on " The effects 
of Mercury on the blood of Syphilitic Patients." The 
resume is too long to quote, but " the following conclusions 
were arrived at : (1) Mercury decreases the number of 
red corpuscles when given in excess, especially in hospital 
patients ; (2) Syphilis diminishes the number of red 
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corpuscles below the healthy standard; (3) Mercury in 
small doses, continued for a long or short time in syphilis, , 
alone, or with iodide of potassium, increases the number 
of red corpuscles and maintains a high standard of the 
same ; (4) Mercury in small doses acts as a tonic upon 
healthy animals, increasing their weight ; in larger doses 
it is debilitating or fatal ; (5) Mercury in small doses is 
tonic (for a time at least) for individuals in fair health, 
not syphilitic. In such individuals it increases the number 
of the red corpuscles." 

In the same number of the London Medical Record is 
a report of some " Notes of Practice and Pecuharities of 
Treatment" at the Bellevue Hospital, New York. In 
this we find bichloride of mercury recommended in the 
treatment of chronic Bright's disease. The homoeo- 
pathicity of this drug to Bright's disease is well known 
in our school, while on allopathic principles it is strongly 
contra-indicated, and in their works we are told that 
mercury is inadmissible and to be strictly avoided. 

In the Lancet of March 18, 1876, Dr. W. Cook Weir, 
of the County Asylum, Nottingham, writes in reply to a 
letter from Mr. Bond, who in a previous number writes 
to ask if chloral is known to produce insanity, and gives 
a case where it did so as the result of its excessive use. 
Dr. Weir says : "If chloral hydrate per se gives rise to 
insanity in any given case, and again exercises a curative 
influence in similar cases (which he maintains it does — 
D.D.B.), there is afforded a plain indication of its homoeo- 
pathic tendency. But this is delicate ground, and I can 
only say, in conclusion, that the two questions herein 
involved may be worth further inquiry." I almost 
wonder at the Lancet publishing this. 

In several numbers of the British Medical Journal, 
ending with that of April 21, 1877, are a series of able 
and exhaustive articles by Dr. (now Sir William) Gowers 
on the "Diagnosis and treatment of auditory nerve 
vertigo," or Meniere's disease. When he comes to the 
treatment of this affection, he precedes its consideration 
by the following paragraph on the "Production of 
Auditory Nerve Vertigo." This I must quote, as necessary 
to my subject, and as a valuable proving of 

58. Salicylate of soda. — He says : " Before speaking 
of the treatment of this affection, it is worth remark that 
auditory nerve vertigo can be produced artificially. 
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Quinine produces a sense of confusion with tinnitus, but 
very definite symptoms may be caused by salicylate of 
soda. This was shown very strikingly in the case of a 
patient lately under treatment for acute rheumatism in 
University College Hospital (under the care of Sir William 
Jenner). The patient was a woman, aged 40, whose 
hearing was supposed to be impaired. She was not 
subject to giddiness. It was her first attack of acute 
rheumatism, and there was no cardiac affection. On 
January 26 salicylate of soda was commenced in doses 
of 25 grains every three hours. On the 28th she com- 
plained of noises in the ears, deafness, and giddiness, 
which the next day had increased so much that the 
saUcylate was omitted. The following day the giddiness 
was much less, and on the 31st had almost gone. On 
February 6th the same dose was resumed ; on the 7th 
the same symptoms were complained of. The noises 
in the ears were constant ; a watch was heard at only 
two inches distant from each ear, and was not heard at all 
on either side when in firm contact with either the zygoma 
or mastoid process. A tuning-fork on the vertex was 
heard fairly well, but the sound was not increased by 
closing the ears. The giddiness was slight and indeter- 
minate as long as she lay still, but was considerable and 
definite when she raised her head or sat up. Objects 
before her all seemed moving to the right. On the 8th 
these symptoms continued, and the salicylate was dis- 
continued. On the 10th the giddiness was gone, and she 
could hear the watch at the distance of six inches from 
each ear, and could hear it, although faintly, in contact 
with the zygoma or mastoid process, but not when in 
contact with the parietal eminence. On the 23rd the 
salicylate was resumed, and eighteen hours after its 
resumption deafness and giddiness had returned, which 
again ceased a day or two after the discontinuance of 
the drug. When the patient was convalescent a careful 
examination of the state of hearing revealed very little 
abnormality, the only difference being that the watch 
in contact with the skull was not quite so distinct on the 
right side as on the left. In another case I have seen 
similar symptoms of deafness and definite vertigo 
produced by salicylic acid." Here we have as beautiful 
and perfect an example of artificial Meniere's disease 
as could be wished — a most valuable proving. Then, 
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after some remarks on the occasional connection of gout 
and syphilis with this disease, Sir William goes on to say : 
" It has been remarked that certain drugs have a marked 
influence on the organ or nerve of hearing. The efiect 
of quinine induced Charcot to employ it in full doses in a 
case of auditory nerve vertigo, with some beneficial result. ^ 

I have tried it, but have not found any marked efiect was 
produced on the vertigo. The influence of salicylate of 
soda upon the equilibrium, which I have described, 
suggested its use in this disease. Equilibrium is main- 
tained by the balance of opposing impressions ; its 
overthrow is the result of the loss of that balance. In our 
ignorance of the way in which the salicylate produces the 
(fisturbance, it is conceivable that it may in some cases 
have such an influence as to counteract the morbid action 
and lessen the disturbance of equilibrium. This it has 
seemed to do in one or two cases in which I have tried it. 
It does not remove the giddiness, but in some cases lessens ' 

its intensity. It has been given in from doses of 5 to 
10 grains three times a day. The patient with gastric 
ulcer, whose case has been narrated above, thought that 
she was better while taking the salicylate than when 
taking any other medicine. Its effect, unfortunately, 
seems after a time to become less." The use of this drug 
in Meniere's disease is purely homoeopathic, and on what 
principle, except on the homoeopathic one. Sir W. Gowers 
could prescribe a drug which so disturbed the equilibrium 
as he shows it does, to cure the similar disease, we are at 
a loss to comprehend. If it was not a conscious use of j 

the law of similars on his part, it was a unique example 
of unconscious homoeopathy. Sir William gave too large 
a dose — only one-fifth to one-third less than the disease- 
producing dose — and so, although he found definite 
improvement from such doses, it is no wonder that he 
also found that "its effect, unfortunately, seems after 
a time to become less." Still, the choice of such a medicine 
by him in exactly the similar disease is, to say the least, 
remarkable. I may add that, in my own experience, 
there is no medicine so valuable and certain in its effects 
in auditory nerve vertigo as salicylate of soda in doses 
of the 3x or 2x dilution, the vertigo, etc., disappearing i 

for weeks or months at a time. 

In the Edinburgh Medical Journal of Dec, 1876, Mr. 
Cochrane writes to contest the reputed value of muriated 



Aconite— Small Doses 73 

tincture of iron in erysipelas, advocated warmly by Dr. 
Charles Bell. After denying that, except during con- 
valescence, the drug has any of the virtues ascribed to it 
by Dr. Bell, Mr. Cochrane says : " In aconite we have 
most certainly a much more reliable drug for the treatment 
of erysipelas, and it fulfils the indications for treatment 
of the disease, controlling in a marked manner the inflam- 
mation and decreasing in a wonderful way the high 
temperature. The clinical thermometer shows how 
decidedly we depend upon aconite. If Dr. Bell has not 
tried this latter drug I would urgently advise him to do 
so in his next case of erysipelas or even scarlatina, and 
he will be surprised at the results. Professor Sydney 
Ringer, in his Handbook of Therapeutics, strongly advises 
the administration of aconite in erysipelas and other 
forms of inflammatory disease ; and from my own obser- 
vation of the effect of this drug I can most heartily coincide 
with his recommendation. Professor Garrod, on the other 
hand, does- not appear to be favourable to the employment 
of the drug, on account of its dangerous properties. He 
also avers that its effects are merely temporary — a 
statement which is utterly opposed to truth. With smaU 
doses, which are as fully effective as large ones, and with 
careful watching of the pulse, there need be little fear of 
its proving hurtful, whilst it has a decided action in 
lowering the excessive temperature." 

The Medical Record of Aug. 15, 1877, states that at a 
meeting of the New York Medical Association Dr. Henry 
Dessau read a paper on " The value of small and often- 
repeated doses," which is reported in the Philadelphia 
Medical Times of July 21st. In this paper Dr. Dessau 
states that " he has been guided partly by the recom- 
mendation of Dr. Ringer and other recent authorities, 
and partly by ideas occurring to himself. The following 
are some of the results obtained : In the vomiting of 
infants and young children, due to various causes, he 
found the wine of ipecacuanha, in 1-drop doses every hour, 
of great efficacy, and it was also very useful when diarrhoea 
was present. Fowler's solution, in the same doses, proved 
equally serviceable in the vomiting after a debauch, and 
in the morning vomiting of chronic alcoholism, either 
alone or combined with 3 to 5 grains of capsicum. In 
the vomiting incident to some forms of phthisis and chronic 
bronchitis, he found alum, in 2 to 5 grain doses repeated 
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every one, two, or three hours, to act most happily. . . . 
In a form of bronchitis occurring in children, alluded to 
by Ringer, which was characterized by loud wheezing 
and asthma-like respirations, and which was chiefly 
troublesome at night, tartar emetic proved the most 
eflScient remedy. The strength of the solution used was 
from 1 to 3 grains to a pint of water, and of this a 
teaspoonful might be given every hour or so. (This is 
equal toy^^th to ^\iid of a grain.) In continued bronchial 
catarrhs, especially if accompanied by diarrhoea, it was also 
of great service. In syphilis, when there was such severe 
cephalalgia as to render the patient perfectly miserable, 
^ff of a grain of calomel given every hour acted like magic. 
In gastro-intestinal catarrhs of children he had used 
calomel in sV of a grain doses successfully, but better still 
was the hydrargyrum cum creta in J-grain doses. When 
the stools were of a mucous chai?acter, whether containing 
blood or not, corrosive subUmate was indicated. It was 
given in a solution of the strength of 1 grain tc 16 ounces 
of water, a teaspoonful being ordered every hour. (This 
is equal to \\^ of a grain for a dose.) Dr. Dessau said he 
believed he had been the first to use copaiba in urticaria, 
and h6 had been induced to try it in 1-drop doses every 
hour, on the ground of similia simUibus curawtur (!). 
In dysmenorrhcea he had used 5-drop doses of fluid extract 
of hamamelis with success ; while in uncomfortable 
flushes at the time of the menopause r'a of a drop of nitrite 
of amyl had been of service. The tincture of aconite 
in 1-drop doses was exceedingly useful in scarlatina ; 
and tincture of cantharides, in the same doses, in subacute 
vesical catarrh. Though much of what he had said. 
Dr. Dessau remarked, might seem to favour the doctrine 
of homoeopathy, he had seen too many cases of inter- 
mittent fever cured by large doses of quinine, too many 
cases of dysentery cut short by draclim or half-drachm 
doses of ipecacuanha, and too many cases of delirium 
tremens at once relieved by a tablespoonful of tincture 
of digitalis, to commit himself to any such dogma as that. 
If asked upon what principle he gave these remedies, 
he would reply, on that of actual experience. (Is experience 
principle ? — D.D.B.) Many drugs undoubtedly had a 
primary stimulating effect if given in small doses, while 
in larger doses they were powerfully sedative." Comment 
on the above is needless. 
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You may expect me, and naturally so, to notice the work 
entitled " A Practical Treatise on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics," by Dr. Roberts Bartholow, of the United 
States, in the same analytical mode in which I noticed 
Dr. Ringer's book. But to do so would almost be a 
second edition of my remarks on Dr. Ringer — so full is 
it of homoeopathy, while he has the bad taste to speak 
of homoeopaths, from whom all his information comes, 
as " quacks." But as I cannot pass it over without 
notice, I feel I can do so in the most effective, racy, and 
concise way by giving you entire an " Open Letter," 
published in the' St. Louis Clinical Review of 1878, by 
Dr. Samuel Potter, of Milwaukee, U.S.A. It is headed 
*' The Value of Allopathic Teachings in Materia Medica : 
an open letter to Professor Roberts Bartholow, M.D., 
author of A Practical Treatise on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics.^^ 

' My dear Professor, — When your valuable Text-book 
first made its appearance (1876) I bought it, and have 
studied it carefully and systematically in order to ascertain 
if modern research has found any straight or sure path 
through the hitherto tangled maze of therapeutical science. 
I had read the strictures of the most eminent men in the 
profession on its scientific value, and, though partially 
committed to the doctrines of similia, small doses, and 
the single remedy, I could not make up my mind to fully 
accept the homoeopathic doctrine (or any other) as the 
guide of my professional career. But, out of this condition 
of doubt and irresolution I came forth, after a careful 
perusal of your book, and it would be ungrateful in me 
if I did not acknowledge the debt, and wrong if I neglected 
to point out to others one of the means whereby the 
darkness was dispelled, and my therapeutical gaze fixed 
upon the light of truth. Having heard a good deal of 
the abuse of homoeopathy from the medical press, and 
individual members of the old school, I turned to the 
newest text-book published then in England (Ringer's), 
but found it so full of homoeopathy and little doses that 
I was disgusted. Consequently, when an illustrious 
American teacher, like yourself, announced a new book, 
I eagerly possessed it, and at once turned to the articles 
on ' Aconite ' and ' Belladonna,^ the two remedies which 
homoeopaths are vulgarly supposed to administer in all 
diseases that flesh is heir to. 
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"On page 412 of your first edition I found that aconite 
* is used by these quacks (homoeopaths) because it is a 
powerful agent which will produce manifest effects in 
small doses that may easily be disguised.' You then say 
that ' aconite is, however, an antagonist * to the fever 
process, and is not applicable in accordance with the 
so-called law of similars.' But in the next paragraph 
you ' agree with Dr. Ringer in the statement that aconite 
is a very valuable medicine in the class of cases to which 
it is adapted. It lessens the pulse-rate, lowers arterial 
tension, diminishes the abnormal heat, etc' Here it 
seemed to my ignorant mind that you were giving a 
somewhat better and more logical reason for the ' monopoly' 
of this drug by homoeopaths than you had stated in the 
preceding paragraph. However, the term • ' quacks ' 
was encouraging after reading Ringer, who quotes many 
of those quacks approvingly ; and your direct acknowledg- 
ment of the value of the drug seemed an improvement 
on the opinion of your German confrere, Binz, who says 
(Spark's edition, 1878, p. 22) that ' nothing definite is 
known about it.' What a liar the renowned Liston, of 
Edinburgh University, must have been when he acknow- 
ledged our debt to Hahnemann for this drug ; and what 
absurdities must the hundreds of symptoms obtained by 
the revered Samuel and twenty-three other provers be, 
alongside of the solitary case you mention — that unnamed 
medical student who ' swallowed by mistake a teaspoonful 
of the tincture of the root.' Great medical student ! 
Why do you not give us his name, that we may enshrine 
his memory in our hearts high above Hahnemann, or 
Reil, or the Austrian Provers' Society ! ! On reading 
your able chapter on Belladonna^ I was particularly 
struck with the beauty, pungency, and mathematical 
lucidity of the following (p. 284) : ' This remedy is also 
very admirably adapted to the treatment of ordinary sore 
throat. As a constant physiological symptom of belladonna 
is redness and dryness of the fauces, its therapeutical 
action in sore throat with increased secretion is antipathic 
or substitutive ; or, as it may be more scientifically 
expressed, the action of belladonna is the physiological 
antagonist of the diseased action ; ' and then, following 
your practical aim, you modestly insert, ' When there is 
much fever it is useful to combine aconite with belladonna.' 
Not much homoeopathy in that ! Oh, no ! After the 
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blaze of light which broke in upon my mind from your 
elucidation of that heroic medical student's proving of 
aconite^ I was for a long time unable to see clearly the 
meaning of the above extract, though I know it must 
perforce be admirable ia its logical consistency and 
scientific value, coming from the possessor of your superbly 
analytical mind. But a few pages back (282) I read that 

* a full dose of atropine is frequently followed by a diffused 
redness of the skin, not unlike that of scarlatina. . . . 
Redness of the fauces, and some difficulty in swallowing, 
owing to the dryness of the mucous membrane, occur at 
the same time, rendering the simihtude to scarlet fever 
very striking. . . . The belladonna rash is sometimes 
followed by desquamation.' And on page 285, ' the points 
of resemblance are so superficial and the differences so 
wide (you forgot to state the difference, however) that 
no more striking instance could be adduced of the 
imcertainty of the application of the homoeopathic dogma, 
even admitting its truth. . . . Belladonna is a useful 
remedy to relieve some of the symptoms in scarlatina.' 
Again, on p. 282, you say that ' belladonna in large doses 
produces a busy delirium,' yet, on p. 286, ' according to 
the author's observation, belladonna is indicated when 
there is much low, muttering delirium,' and on p. 286, 

* although belladonna, in a physiological state, induces 
wakefulness and busy delirium, in certain morbid states 
of the brain it is hyjmoticJ 

" Arsenic being another favourite remedy of the 
homoeopaths, I also consulted you in regard to its action. 
I found, on p. 105, that in large doses it causes vomiting 
and nausea ; yet that, in the vomiting of pregnancy and 
ohronic gastric catarrh, 'a drop of Fowler's solution 
will afford astonishing relief ' (p. 109), and that in small 
•doses it checks the vomiting in chronic ulcer of the stomach ; 
And that ' in cancer of the stomach it is very serviceable 
by diminishing the pain and checlring the vomiting ' 
{p. 109). You also assert that in full medicinal doses 
it causes ' epigastric pain and soreness, diarrhoea, 
tenesmus, and sometimes dysenteric stools ' (p. 105) 
but two pages on you state that gastralgia and enteralgia 
' are sometimes made to disappear in a very surprising 
manner by the same remedy. In the treatment of 
stomach disorders only small doses of arsenic are admissible. 
Large doses, by creating an irritation of the gastric 
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mucous membrane, will only defeat the end in view ' 
(p. 107). ' Chronic diarrhoea and dysentery . . . 
are often greatly benefited by the same remedy ' (p. 108). 
You say (p. 105) that under full doses of arsenic ' the action 
of the heart becomes irritable and feeble, 
oppressed breathing, oedema of the eyelids and general 
oedema occur ' ; yet on p. 109 you prescribe the same 
remedy 'when, in consequence of feebleness of the heart, 
there are present short breathing on the slightest exertion, 
and oedema. ... It is indicated when there are 
. . . puffiness of the eyes.' In full doses you say its 
effects on the skin are to cause ' the following phenomena : 
Eczema, pityriasis, psoriasis, and . . . herpes zoster 
(p. 105). Arsenic produces, in the course of its medicinal 
administration, affections of the skin (p. 109). . . . 
In cases of psoriasis (p. 110) much good may be expected 
from it. . . . Acute eczema is rather exasperated 
by arsenic, but chronic eczema . . .is often greatly 
benefited by it.' 

*' On p. 106 you give the following ' symptoms of the 
gastro-intestinal form of acute arsenical poisoning : 
. Burning at the epigastrium, . . " . violent and \mcon- 
trollable vomiting, . . . intestinal irritation, bloody 
and offensive stools, . . . cold breath, involuntary 
evacuations, collapse.' Yet on p. 108 you say, ' arsenic 
is one of the numerous remedies proposed for the treatment 
of epidemic cholera. It is a curious circumstance, iirst 
demonstrated by Virchow, that some cases of acute arsenical 
poisoning are not distinguishable by their symptomatology 
or morbid anatomy from cases of epidemic cholera.' 
Reading further, I find that ' the preparations of arsenic 
are applicable to the treatment of the diseases of those 
tissues upon which it has a selective action (p. 107). That 
wherever applied it manifests a selective action on the 
mucous membrane of the respiratory and digestive tracts, 
is a curious fact ' (p. 105). 

My astonishment at such rank homoeopathy (' quackery ' 
you call it) from your pen was only further increased by 
finding you stating that ' an acid given before meals is 
the proper remedy ' for acidity of the stomach (p. 139), 
prescribing (p. 138) a small dose of an alkali to correct 
alkalinity of the organ, giving cinchona (p. 129) for gastric 
catarrh ; though in large doses, long administered, it 
' sets up a gastric catarrh ' (p. 116) ; calling it (p. 135) 
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' the most valuable remedy ' in erythema, though ' a full 
dose of quinine will cause an erythema ' (same page) 
prescribing cantharis for chordee in a drop-dose, though 
in large doses it ' causes vascular turgescence of the sexual 
organs ' (p. 479) ; giving the same remedy in small doses 
for chronic cystitis, though (p. 478) in full doses it causes 
violent irritation of the bladder, with strangury and 
bloody urine ; prescribing turpentine as curative in chronic 
intestinal catarrh, acute dysentery, intestinal haemorrhage, 
hsematuria, vomiting, and fevers, bronchorrhcea, and 
bronchitis (pp. 460, 461, 462) ; while stating on the same 
pages that in large doses it causes intestinal irritation, 
purging, strangury, hsematuria, vomiting, thirst, a febrile 
state, and bronchial irritation, and increased secretion ; 
recommending aloes for haemorrhoids (p. 441), though 
on p. '440 you say that by this agent 'the blood supply 
to the pelvic organs is increased ' ; calling the iodides and 
iodine ' serviceable ' in acute catarrh, chronic and capillary 
bronchitis, in which it affords ' astonishing relief,' though 
it causes (p. 165) ' frontal headache, coryza, lachrymation, 
. . . phenomena strikingly similar to summer catarrh ' ; 
and (p. 164) announcing that ' the vapour of iodine is 
very irritant to the broncho-pulmonary mucous mem- 
brane, causing cough, spasm of the glottis, and increased 
jlow of mucus ' ; prescribing mercury (p. 433) for both 
deficiency and excess of bile ; strychnine (p. 259) for 
tetanus, which, you say, is caused by the same remedy 
(p. 256) ; sulphate of copper (p. 198) as effective in the 
vomiting of pregnancy, though (same page) it is a very 
prompt and effective emetic ; stating that the same drug 
' in minute doses renders excellent service ' in gastro- 
intestinal catarrh, and is ' most useful in acute dysentery,' 
though on the preceding page (197) you said it produces 
' a gastro-intestiual catarrh, . . . colic, tenesmus, 
and dysenteric discharges ' ; recommending (p. 120) 
eucalyptus for various renal disorders of inflammatory 
type ; though in the same paragraph you say, ' it will 
cause irritation and congestion of the kidneys ' ; stating 
that ' alcohol is an important remedy in the various forms 
of pulmonary phthisis,' yet ' it is an interesting fact that 
an intractable form of phthisis is induced by alcoholic 
excess ' (p. 312). 

" I could continue for a dozen pages more to quote 
homoeopathy from your book, but forbear, in the thought 
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that perhaps some mysterious mental action, in accordance 
with the law of contraria, may have prevented your 
recognition of the fact that you have been teaching what 
you call ' quackery ' (p. 412) on every page of your book, 
and that perhaps some similar influence may have made 
my eyes see black when I looked for white, or, like Job, 
' when I looked for good then evil came unto me, and 
when I waited for light there came darkness.' At present, 
however, I am satisfied with your proofs of the law of 
similia, and would earnestly recommend all weak-kneed 
homoeopaths to take a few small doses of your teachings, 
which will, I am confident, prove to every impartial mind 
that similia similihus cfarantur, even though they may 
likewise create a suspicion as to the honesty of your 
teachings and practice. I am, truly, your debtor, Samuel 
Potter, M.D." 

To the above I need add nothing. " Good wine needs 
no bush." 

We all justly complain that the origin of all this homoeo 
pathy is kept studiously in the background, and no honour 
done to the genius of Hahnemann and his immortal 
discoveries, without which this mass of homoeopathic 
treatment would never have been known. You will, 
therefore, be highly amused when I tell you that Dr. 
Leared, whose papers on the value of arsenic in gastralgia 
I noticed in the earlier part of this paper, had actually 
the audacity to complain in the British Medical Journal 
of Dec. 28, 1878, that he is not acknowledged as the source 
from which this treatment was derived. After sapng 
that Dr. Anstie, in his work on Neuralgia, referred to his 
papers, he adds, " Several more or less recent systematic 
works could be mentioned, in which the arsenical treat- 
ment of gastralgia is recommended, without acknowledg- 
ment of the source from which the practice was derived." 
This is too amusing, if it were not too melancholy. 
Probably the authors of the " more or less recent systematic 
works " knew well enough the real source of the inspiration, 
and so preferred to quote nobody. Dr. Leared gave them 
a lovely example of the plucking of the mote out of the 
eyes of others, while ignoring the beam in his own eye. 
This, however, by the way. 

59. Coccidus indicus and picrotoxin. — In the Monthly 
Homceopathic Review (Feb., 1881) is an article by our 
esteemed colleague Dr. Jousset, of Paris, on " Cocculus 
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Indicus and Picrotoxin in producing and curing Epilepsy," 
translated from VArt Medical, After giving a resume 
of its pathogenetic action, as quoted from allopathic 
writers, in producing very marked convulsions, &c., he 
quotes Dr. Ernest Labbe (an allopath), who says : ^' It is 
in c(»ivulsive neuroses above all that it should be adminis- 
tered ; epilepsy, eclampsia, chorea, tetanus, &c. Abeady 
we know that cocculus was anciently employed in these 
maladies, but altogether empirically. Nowadays certain 
facts in experimental physiology are introduced into this 
application, from which the following theoretical ideas 
are derived. Planat admits, first of aQ, with Brown- 
Sequard, that the medulla is the nodus epilepticus, the 
epileptogenic focus par excellence ; then recognizing that 
picrotoxin possesses an action, so to speak, on the medulla 
oblongata, he infers the possibility of a favourable modifi- 
cation of the nodus epilepticus by the active principle 
of cocculus indicus." This is an excellent example of 
homoeopathy. 

In the same year (1881) Dr. MacLean, of Washington, 
U.S.A., writes in an American medical journal (I am sorry 
I have not the exact reference) advocating what he calls 
" Micropathy." He was attending on some case of 
vomiting which had resisted the ordinary remedies. He 
administered ^J3 of a grain of tartar emetic every fifteen 
minutes, and found that it acted as an irritant. He then 
reduced the dose to i J^y of a grain, and soon saw that the 
disease was under control. " From this time," he says, 
'' his practice was a succession of experiments to establish 
the truth of this theory, and he soon demonstrated that 
whenever a remedy irritates an organ, by reducing the 
dose to a certain point it will act as a tonic to that organ. 
This certain point, roughly stated, is about one-hundredth 
of the ordinary allopathic dose, i.e., if the allopathic dose 
of rhubarb is 10 grains, the micropathic (sic) dose is yuxf to 
iV of a grain, but if this dose causes any irritation it is a 
symptom that the quantity given has gone beyond the 
tonic action and must be reduced." This is really too 
delicious. 

As showing how homoeopathy was being absorbed by 
the old school from the recommendations of Dr. PhiUips, 
whose book on Materia Medica we have alluded to already, 
Messrs. Savory and Moore, the chemists, issued a pamphlet 
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in 1881 entitled " New Remedies and Special Prepar- 
ations by Savory and Moore." Among these were 
" Tinctures prepared at the suggestion of Dr. PhiUips, 
mentioned in his Materia Medica." This list consists of 
pulsatiUa, hydrastis, staphysagria, actsea, cocculus, 
sanguinaria, thuja, kamala, colocynth, bryonia, ignatia, 
spigelia, and rhus ; and immediately afterwards Savory 
and Moore *' call attention " to " other important non- 
officinal tinctures," in which list are found gelsemium, 
hydrastis, hamamelis, phytolacca, xanthoxylum. 

60. In the Midland Medical Miscellany of 1883 occurs 
an article on bryoniaj our old and trusted remedy. As I, 
in this paper, only give the pathogenetic action of drugs 
obtained from old school sources, I forbear to describe 
that of bryonia, which is only to be found in homoeopathic 
works. The writer in the above journal says **that 
bryonia possesses valuable properties there can be little 
doubt. The writer has repeatedly derived benefit from 
its use in muscular rheumatism following a cold, and in 
lumbago its action seems little short of marvellous. 
. . . In the second stage of pleurisy, in which general 
pyrexia has diminished or disappeared, but exudation 
continues, it is, according to Dr. Phillips, an exceedingly 
valuable drug. It is in those cases in which aconite has 
been employed in the earlier feverish stage, that the best 
effects of bryonia are manifested. ... In peri- 
carditis and pleurisy it is said to fully equal any remedy 
that exists. It has also a good effect in pleuro-pneumonia. 
In rheumatism painful and stiff joints are more especially 
relieved by its use, but it is of no value when they are 
swollen." This is excellent, but Phillips is the safe 
authority to quote — not Hahnemann ! 

61. In the British Medical Journal of Feb. 24, 1883, 
there is a notice of the value of bichromate of potash (kali 
bichromicum) in syphilis, as related by Dr. Guntz, of Vienna. 
Again we cannot quote our (homoeopathic) provings, but, 
if we did, its similarity to syphilis in most of its charac- 
teristic manifestations would be sufficiently clear. But 
the therapeutic use of the drug in this disease, which, 
till then was a new thing in the old school, is noteworthy 
as the quiet absorption of a " new remedy " without 
acknowledgment of the source of the information. 

62. In 1883 Convallaria mafalis (Lily of the Valley) 
was introduced into practice. Professor Germain S6e, 
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of Paris, was among the first to study its physiological or 
pathogenetic action. He says : "It appears that the 
heart is first slowed, and the respirations are quickened ; 
then the heart's action becomes irregular, and the pulsa- 
tions are very weak and rapid ; the blood-pressure is 
first increased and then lowered. . . . The excito- 
motor power of the nerves is unaffected, and the excitability 
of the pneumogastric is weakened, though not abolished." 
Conversely, observe what he says of its therapeutical 
action : "It produces on the heart, blood-vessels, and 
respiratory organs effects constant and constantly favour- 
able ; to wit, slowing of the beatings of the heart, with 
often a restoration of its natural rhythm ; and, on the 
other hand, augmentation of the energy of the heart and 
of the blood-pressure. It is useful in palpitation resulting 
from exhaustion of the pneumogastrics ; in simple cardiac 
arhythmia, with or without hypertrophy, and with or 
without valvular lesion." Here Professor See shows that 
its therapeutic value is entirely homoeopathic. 

63. In the same year we have a statement from a 
paper in the United States on drosera, our leading remedy 
in whooping cough, and in similar spasmodic coughs, as 
follows : " The fact that it is most markedly beneficial 
in whooping-cough, nervous or sympathetic cough, in 
the spasmodic cough of bronchitis, &c., would seem to 
indicate that the drug is a nervine. In whooping-cough 
it lessens the tendency to vomit during the paroxysm." 
Another " discovery " of a " new remedy " ! 

Referring to Dr. Ringer's homoeopathic advice on the 
use of sulphide of calcium (hepar sulph.) in boils and 
carbuncles, which we have already noticed, a practitioner 
in Ireland writes to the British Medical Journal, 1883, as 
follows : " I have never used the knife, caustic, or anything 
similar in the treatment of carbuncles since the sidphide 
of calcium was brought into use. According to my 
experience, this medicine never fails to perform a cure, 
even in the oldest and most delicate people, in carbimcle 
and boils. I have made enquiries in some parts of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, and I have been amazed to find 
that the sulphide of calcium is seldom prescribed." He 
might have added, if he knew the fact, instead of trusting 
to Ringer's " original " statements, " except by homoeo- 
paths." But this would not do. 

In the Practitioner y Dec, 1882, Dr. Christopher 
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Elliott speaks strongly in favour of the value and virtues 
of chamomile tea in infantile diarrhoea. The dose he gives 
is J a drachm to 1 drachm two or three times a day. It 
would not do for him to state that under the name of 
chamomiUa its value was known to homoeopaths since the 
days of Hahnemann, as perhaps the leading remedy in 
infantile diarrhoea, and one that acts like a charm in many 
infantile troubles, especially when associated with nervous 
reflex excitability. To the power this medicine has in 
subduing reflex excitability Dr. Elliott ascribes its virtue, 
which is quite true. 

In 1883 Dr. A. A. Smith, Professor of Materia Medica 
at the Bellevue Hospital Medical College, of New York, 
delivered a lecture on the advantages of small doses of 
medicines given at frequent intervals, and, as one would 
expect under such circumstances, most of the examples 
he cites are those of homoeopathic medicines. The lecture 
is published in the Medicci Times and Gazette of Jan. 2nd. 
Extracts would be too long to quote entire, so I merely 
state that in nervous, excitable states in children he 
advises chamomilla ; ipecacuanha in various forms of 
sickness and vomiting ; (J, of a grain of calomel in the 
nocturnal headache of syphilis ; t^tj grain of calomel in the 
vomiting or regurgitation of milk in nursing infants ; 
24 grain of hydrargyrum cum cret^ in the vomiting and 
non-inflammatory diarrhoea of children, "and when the 
diarrhoea is accompanied by the passage of mucus, 
indicative of inflammatory action, a teaspoonful of a 
solution of 1 grain of corrosive sublimate (mercurius corros.) 
in a quart of water, given every hour, will prove of service." 
This dose is equal to dio of a grain ! Aconite, of course, 
in fever ; gou grain of tartar emetic in the wheezing and 
cough of bronchitis of children ; nux vomica in " sick 
headache not of a neurotic character " ; cantharides in 
vesical catarrh ; " for the diarrhoea of children, accom- 
panied with slight inflammation, straining, and the passage 
of jelly-looking matter, but not true dysentery, 5 drops 
of castor oil in water with sugar and gum is an excellent 
remedy " ; pulsatilla in " orchitis and epididymitis, as 
also in dysmenorrhoea not of a membranous or neuralgic 
character " ; hamamelis in haemorrhages ; belladonna 
in nasal catarrh and bronchitis ; gelsemium in " neuralgia 
about the head and face." This. is pretty good for an 
allopathic professor. We wonder where he heard of 



Etionymus — ^Pulsatilla 85 

Pulsatilla in orchitis and dysmenoirlioea, to say nothing 
of his other examples. 

64. In the Therapeutic Gazette, 1883, Dr. Craig, 
Lecturer on Materia Medica in Edinburgh, says : '' Euo- 
ntftmis airopurpureiu has three special actions : . . . 
(3) Upon the kidneys, increasing blood-pressure, and, 
in over-doses, producing albuminuria and Bright s disease " ; 
and a little further on, ^' In small doses, say of 1 or 2 drops 
three times a day, it is a valuable remedy in albuminuria,'^ 

65. Pulsatilla. — ^Having just noticed Dr. Smith's 
recommendation of Pulsatilla in orchitis and epididymitis, 
we find another American doctor. Dr. L. E. Borcheim, of 
Atalanta, Greorgia, writing in the Journal of Cutaneous 
and Venereal Diseases for April, 1884, as follows : " Numer- 
ous disappointments in the treatment of this disagreeable 
and painful affection (acute epididymitis) by the usual 
methods, and the perusal of a few brief articles published 
in the journals at various times by Piffard, Sturgis, and 
Fox, of New York, have led me to employ, experimentally, 
the tincture of pulsatiUa, and, I am pleased to state, to 
my entire satis^tion, as in using this drug I found that 
not only was the relief its administration afforded more 
prompt than the former methods employed by me 
(cathartics, poultices, rest, etc.), but that it completely 
did away with one of the most objectionable features of 
the treatment, namely, rest in bed. The cases on which 
I base these remarks are twenty-four in number, all of 
which have been treated within the last eighteen months, 
and they were all in the acute stage of the disease, hence 
I think I can safely draw conclusions. ... I have 
never found, in all my cases, any necessity for complete 
rest in bed, the only requirements being the wearing of a 
suspensory bandage and taking of the medicine. The 
relief from pain usually takes place within three days." 
He uses the tincture obtained from a homoeopathic 
pharmacy, in 2-drop doses every two hours. I need 
hardly add that pidsatilla is the leading remedy in 
homoeopathy for orchitis and epididymitis. 

Veratrin. — As all homoeopaths know, veratrum album 
(see No. 39) was one of the remedies that Hahnemann, 
^ded solely by the law of similars, named as one of the lead- 
mg remedies in cholera, though he had then not seen a single 
case, and that it is one of our main remedies in certain 
forms of diarrhoea with vomiting and cramps, owing to 
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its power to produce a similar state. The Berlin corres- 
pondent of the British Medical Journal^ of Dec. 27th, 
1884, writes as follows : " The AUgemeine Medicinische 
Central Zeitung published a few years ago a communication 
from Privy Councillor Dr. von Blodan, of Sondershausen, 
on the use of veratrin (the active principle of veratrum 
album) as a remedy against cholera nostras. He says 
that, having frequently administered strong doses of 
veratrin as a remedy against cramps in the calves of the 
legs during sleep, and always with success, he concluded 
that, as it possessed a stimulating influence on the spinal 
nervous system of the spinal cord, it might restrain the 
danger of threatening symptoms in cholera. He mentions 
six cases which he treated this summer with veratrin. 
One was that of a strong man, aged 48, suddenly attacked 
with diarrhoea and vomiting. He exhibited all the usual 
signs of cholera ; his thirst was insatiable, and his stomach 
icy cold ; the pulse scarcely perceptible. Of a solution 
of 5 milligrammes of veratrin in dilute spirits and water, 
of each 50 grammes, a tablespoonful was given to the 
patient every half hour. After vomiting once more, all 
the bad symptoms rapidly disappeared ; no external 
remedies were used. Another case was that of a woman, 
aged 79. Two infants he also successfully treated by 
using veratrin, A man, aged 61, who had been suffering 
from diarrhoea for some days in consequence of having 
been wet through, was successfully treated in the same 
way. Dr. von Blodan concludes the account of his 
observations by recommending the remedy for further 
trial. The above-mentioned paper has also published 
another communication from Dr. E. Weber, of Cologne, 
on the same subject. Dr. Weber says that veratrin has 
been known by homoeopathic practitioners for over fifty 
years, the remedy that they were using being a tincture 
of veratrum album, which, he says, is a distinction " of 
no importance." This recognition of the homoeopathic 
source of his knowledge is very rare, and does credit to 
Dr. Weber. 



Chapter V. 

1885—1902. 

In 1885 the leading feature in the subject of my paper 
was the publication by Dr. (now Sir T.) Lauder Brunton 
of his well-known work on Pharmacology. In the body 
of the work there is little of homoeopaliy to be found, 
but at the end of it is a long and elaborate " Index of 
Diseases," with a list of the remedies recommended. In 
this list those who were " in the know " were astonished 
to find a considerable number of remedies which were in 
every-day use in homoeopathic practice, but which were 
unknown to the old school, or sneered at as homoeopathic 
by those who at least had heard of them ; while, on the 
other hand, a good many other medicines which are 
common to the pharmacopoeias of both schools were 
recommended for their homoeopathic action and uses, 
and for which they are contra-indicated on old-school 
principles, or in fact on any other principle than the 
homoeopathic law of similars. Perhaps a clear method 
of stating the case may be given by extracting a passage 
on the subject from my Presidential Address at the Annual 
Homoeopathic Congress, held at Birmingham in 1888. 
The episode would be very amusing, if it were not too 
serious and melancholy from an honourable point of view 
in dealing with a vital question in therapeutics. 

'' Next in importance comes the Lauder Brunton 
episode, or rather the third volume of it. It will be 
remembered that Dr. Nankivell, three years ago, in his 
Presidential Address at the Norwich Congress, pointed 
out the remarkable fact that in Dr. Lauder Brunton's 
newly-published work on Pharmacology, a large and 
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elaborate book, an Index of Diseases, and of the remedies 
recommended appeared in it, and that this index was full 
of homoeopathic remedies with their homoeopathic uses. 
The array of these was quite formidable. A second edition 
subsequently appeared, and the index was then still 
unaltered, although Dr. Brunton, in his third edition, 
tells us he had seen Dr. Nankivell's address Our quick- 
firing guns had, however, been set in motion, but not till 
a dynamite shell had been thrown in the shape of a letter 
from Dr. Dudgeon to the Lancet (which was, mirabUe dictu, 
inserted in that periodical), was Dr. Lauder Brunton 
brought to bay. A third edition was at that time promised, 
and when it did appear a long preface was inserted, and 
in this preface Dr. Brunton displayed a remarkable 
cleverness in evading the real question at issue. Perhaps 
the most glaringly homoeopathic remedy in the first two 
editions was apis for sore throat. This is, in the third 
edition, made the scapegoat, and we are told that ' an 
amanuensis whom I employed to copy out a number of 
the drugs from Dr. Potter's book' (his indebtedness to 
Dr. Potter being now for the first time acknowledged), 
' has made a mistake in the column, and has taken apis 
as a remedy for tonsillitis from the homoeopathic column.' 
He then adds, ' to the best of my knowledge this is the 
only remedy I have t^ken from a homoeopathic source,' 
and says that if any other occurs ' I am sincerely sorry, 
and I can assure the homoeopaths that it is perfectly 
unintentional.' Apis is thus expurgated, in disgrace. 
But what of the other specially homoeopathic remedies, 
and the remedies common to both Pharmacopoeias which 
are recommended for their homoeopathic uses ? What 
of hryonia, pulsatilla, cantharis (in albuminuria and cystitis), 
ignatia, veratrum album, cocculvs, staphysagria, rhus, 
thuja, vicla tricolor, mercuriics corrosivus (in dysenteric 
diarrhoea), arsenic (in irritative dyspepsia and cholera), 
and many others ? These are left in as before, though 
arranged differently, but here is the explanation : ' If any 
other remedies claimed as homoeopathic (sic) have been 
introduced, they have, I think, been copied from the 
works of one or other of the authors already named ' 
(Potter, Ringer, Phillips, Bartholow, &c.), ' and in Dr. 
Phillips' work there are some remedies mentioned without 
references.' 
'' But does it not strike one as peculiar that Dr. Lauder 
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Brunton should carelessly copy into his book remedies 
given by Dr. Phillips and others without any reference, 
a very unusual thing indeed in works on Materia Medica ? 
We are asked to believe that the Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics in one of the largest Metropolitan 
medical schools, and examiner in Materia Medica to the 
Royal College of Physicians, was not aware that a number 
of remedies, not in the British Pharmacopcsia, which have 
been in daily use by the homoeopaths since the time of 
Hahnemann, and were to be found in al homoeopathic 
works, including the British HomcBopathic Pharmacopma, 
were not homoeopathic, even though they should have been 
introduced within the last few years, without reference 
or acknowledgment, into the works just named. We are 
asked to believe that medicines, the very name of which 
used to be the signal for a jeer, were unknown to Dr. 
Brunton as homoeopathic remedies. His reply to this 
is simply that they have been copied from Ringer, Phillips, 
Potter, Bartholow, &c., when every one knows the sources 
of inspiration of these authors. And in case this should 
not quite satisfy the candid reader. Dr. Brunton goes on 
to make the astounding statement that 'the mere fact 
that a drug in small doses will cure a disease exhibiting 
symptoms similar to those produced by a large dose of 
the drug, does not constitute it a homoeopathic medicine.' 
And why ? ' For this rule was known to Hippocrates, 
and the rule of similia simUibus curantur was recognized 
by him as true in some instances.' Comment, gentlemen, 
on this straightforward mode of dealing with the question 
is needless. I can only say that if students want to know 
something of homoeopathic remedies and their uses, and 
o£ the homoeopathic uses of medicines which are common 
to the two Pharmacopoeias, they will find a good deal in 
Dr. Lauder Brunton's Index, and I would only advise 
them to supplement such information by a study of Dr. 
Hughes' Pharmacodynamics, where they will not only 
find full detail, but will gain a knowledge of the principle 
on which alone the therapeutical action of these drugs 
is explainable. But the very fact of Dr. Brunton's Index 
remaining as it does in the third edition, is a remarkable 
indication of the progress of our cause in spite of the 
trammels on liberty of opinion. 

^' But some one may ask, before leaving the subject, 
' Who is Dr. Potter, upon whom Dr. Lauder Brunton's 
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amanuensis has laid such heavy contributions, and to 
whom Dr. Brunton himself acknowledges his indebtedness, 
for the first time, in his third edition ? ' He is an American 
doctor, who, wishing to back up his friends in England, 
wrote to the Lancet, ' I never was in practice as a homceo- 
path. I abandoned homoeopathy before entering into 
practice.' This looks like a safe man to quote from, 
especially as he adds, * About the time when I had decided 
to abandon the Hahnemanniac {sic) philosophy, I had the 
pleasure of entering into some literary correspondence 
with Dr. Roberts Bartholow, and yielding to his urgent 
advice I entered Jefferson Medical College. . . . 
Since my graduation from that school I have had no 
association or connection with homoeopathy.' Would 
Dr. Lauder Brunton and the Lancet be interested to hear 
a portion of their friend's literary correspondence with 
Dr. Bartholow ? It is published in the St, Louis Clinical 
Review for 1878, as an ' open letter,' and is signed with 
his title of M.D. [This letter I quote in full (p. 72-77) when 
speaking of Dr. Bartholow's work.] Dr. Potter also 
writes in the Hahnemannian Monthly, September, 1880 : 
' During the years from 1862 to 1878 I have been a 
practitioner of homoeopathy more or less.' But in the 
Lancet of 1888 he says : ' I never was in practice as a 
homoeopath.' This gentleman's work, to which Dr. Lauder 
Brunton expresses his indebtedness, ' which he has much 
pleasure in acknowledging' in his third edition, was 
refused insertion among the advertisements in the British 
Medical Journal, among a list of other works sent by a 
well-known London publisher, as being too heretical. 
The whole episode is most entertd.ining but melancholy." 
In the British Medical Journal (July 31, 1886) Dr. 
Millard writes from Edinburgh praising the value of 
liquor hydrargyri perchloridi (mercurius corrosivus) in the 
diarrhoea of children, characterized by frequent, watery, 
offensive stools. In the same Journal (Aug. 21) Dr. 
MacDonald, of Liverpool, writes in the same vein, praising 
J -grain doses of grey powder in profuse watery diarrhoea, 
and " when the stools are slimy, with, it may be, blood 
streaks, I give," he says, " liquor hydrargyri perchloridi" 
He adds that ''his ideas have been inspired by the 
valuable observations to be found in Dr. Ringer's book." 
Again in the same Journal of Sept. 9th Dr. Millard again 
writes : " I did not obtain my information of the uses 
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of hydrarg, percJdor. from Dr. Ringer's excellent work, 
as Dr. MacDonald perhaps supposes, but from probably 
the same source that Dr. Ringer obtained his, of which, 
to any one that knows, the book contains many traces, 
viz., from homoeopathic treatises " (the italics ^re mine). 
This is honest and straightforward — a rather rare thii^ 
when a homoeopathic remedy is in question. 

66. Cyanide of mercury, — I have, as already stated 
more than once, confined myself in this paper to state- 
ments of the physiological (or pathogenetic) and the 
therapeutical action of drugs derived from old-school 
writings, and so I cannot quote the proving of cyanide 
of mercury obtained by the late Dr. Huber, of Vienna, 
which produces a strikingly acciirate description of well- 
marked diphtheria, both in local symptoms and in the 
constitutional prostration. This was published in the 
North Americar^ Journal of HomoBopaihy of 1881. In 
1864 Dr. Beck, of Monthey, in France, having observed 
a similar case from poisoning by the cyanide of mercury, 
not only saw its homoeopathicity to diphtheria, but put 
the treatment into successful operation, and published, 
in 1868, in Paris, a pamphlet entitled " On the use of 
cyanide of mercury in diphtheria." Dr. von Villers, of St. 
Petersburg, whose son was the first patient treated by 
the cyanide, made use of it in many cases with the greatest 
success, and since that it has been extensively employed 
by homoeopaths, and with very marked results. Dr. 
Erichsen, of St. Petersburg (allopath), writes in the 
Medidnische Central Zeitung in praise of its success, 
assuming, as is customary in the old school, the rdle of an 
original observer, ignoring the source of his inspiration. 
He speaks of it as " the most potent anti-diphtheriticum," 
and gave doses which were about equal to our 3rd decimal 
dilution. He published his observations in 1880, sixteen 
years after Dr. Beck's first use of the drug, and twelve years 
after the publication of his pamphlet. Again, in 1883, 
at a Congress of Physicians held at Stralsund, Professor 
Schulze, of Greifswald, in speaking of the treatment of 
diphtheria, said that " in the cyanide we possess a remedy 
which has the power of influencing the infected tissue 
internally, and at the same time of destroying, or at least 
of paralysing the poison " {Deutsche Med, Wochenschrift, 
Jan., 1884). He gave }th of a grain in 4 ounces of water, 
and of this 1 to 4 drachms every hour. Again, in the 
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Lancet, April 24, 1888, we find the following, which I must 
quote entire : " Dr. H. Sellden, a Swedish provincial 
medical officer, considers that he is warranted by the 
results obtained both by himself and numerous colleagues 
in the treatment of diphtheria by cyanide of mercury, in 
looking upon this drug almost as a specific. During the 
four years 1879-1882 the official returns of the sickness 
in the district of Norberg show that 564 persons were 
attacked by diphtheria, of whom 523 died, a mortality 
of 92-7 per cent, none of these being treated by cyanide 
of mercury. During the years 1883-1886 160 persons 
suffered from the disease, and of this number 29 died ; 
132 of these 160 cases had been treated by cyanide of 
mercury, and of these 132, only one died. Is it possible, 
asks Dr. Sellden, that this startling difference in the 
mortality can have been due either to accident or to 
mistaken diagnosis ? On the latter point he assures us 
that all the 132 cases were well marked, with distinct 
pseudo-membranous swelling of the glands, extremely 
foul breath, and all the signs of diphtheria which were 
present in the other and more fatal group of cases. Up to 
the commencement of the present year (1885) Dr. Selld6n 
has treated more than 200 cases of diphtheria with 
cyanide of mercury, and of those only four have died, 
three of whom were seen by him too late for. much good 
to be expected from any treatment. He and his colleagues 
have altogether treated more than 1,400 cases in this way, 
with a total mortality of 67, or about 4*9 per cent. . . . 
No brushing of the throat is practised. A gargle is 
prescribed to be used every fifteen minutes, composed 
of cyanide of mercury in peppermint water in the propor- 
tion of 1 to 10,000." The internal dose is about jjS)th of a 
grain. This is pretty conclusive testimony to the value 
of a medicine whose virtues were discovered by the law 
of similars only, though this fact is kept well in the back- 
ground by those old-school men, who are afraid to acknow- 
ledge their belief in the principle on which alone their 
successful practice is based. Medicine cannot be furthered 
in this way. 

Stdphur in constipation of infants. — In a lecture on 
" The Treatment of Habitual Constipation in Infants " 
(Brit. Med. Jour., July 7, 1888), Dr. Eustace Smith says : 
'^ In the West of England a remedy, held in high esteem, 
consists of i a grain of sulphur coloured red with cochineal. 
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That tills apparently inajgnificant dose is often efficacious 
when given r^[alail7 every night, I can testify frmn my 
own experienoe." If Dr. Eustace Smith would try still 
more "apparently insignificant doees/' as homoeopaths 
do, he would find to lus astonishment how minute a dose 
of this drug, eminently homoeopathic to constipation, 
will answer the purpose. 

67.— Cactus grandifiora.— The Bull. Gen. de Thera- 
peuUquey of Nov., 1888, has a paper bringing into notice 
the above medicine as a cardiac stimulant and tonic in 
heart disease. It was introduced into homoeopathic 
practice by Dr. Rubini, of Naples, twenty-four years 
before this, and has been a leading heart n^didne with 
h(Mnoeopaths ever since. It is now used very considerably 
by the old school a» eactina. 

Sulphur.— bk the Lancet of April 6, 1889, Sir Alfred 
Garrod has a paper entitied ^' Observations in Clinical 
Medicine." These '" observations " are on the therapeutic 
use of " small doses " of sulphur. His recommendations 
of it might have been written by any homoeopath, who 
knew it all before from Hahnemann. Hib reconmienda- 
tions are : (1) In constipation ; (2) In "" chronic torpid 
conditions of the liver '' : (3) "' In hsemorrhoidal conditions 
not suitable for surgical interference, and in some cases 
of bleeding from the rectum, I have seen the most marked 
effects from the continuous sulphur treatment; the 
bleeding is often completely stopped, and great relief of 
all the sjrmptoms obtained, especially the accompanying 
pruritus." (4) Pruritus ani. (5) Chronic attacks of 
^' hepatic cdic," and liver troubles in the interval of the 
attacks. (6) ''"Certaiu forms of bronchitis, espedaUy 
when in aged persons and very chronic in character, are 
especially influenced by the administiation of sulphur." 
(7) In diseases of the skin, '" acne, psoriasis, and prurigo ; 
in some of the localized forms of eczema, especially those 
connected with a gouty diathesLs, as pruritus ani." (8) 
" The complexion of the patient often improves to a 
marked degree." (9) Disease of the finger-nails, brittleness 
and splitting of them. (10) He suggests, bam its use 
in No. 9, its prescription in disorders of the hair-growth. 
(11) Chronic muscular rheumatism. (12) Cramps occurring 
in gouty patients. (13) In chronic rheumatoid arthritis ; 
" the more chronic the form of the articular disease, the 
more likely is sulphur to prove beneficial." Also in " true 
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gouty states of the joints, when the disease is both chronic 
and asthenic." Surely Sir Alfred Garrod must have been 
studying homoeopathic works to obtain all this valuable 
information, which was new to the old school — at least 
in England. Such " discoveries " are remarkable. 

Q8.—CaulophyUum and Pulsatilla. — In this year, 1889, 
a well-known firm of manufacturing chemists brought out 
a " new uterine tonic and restorative," and sent out a 
circular to the profession regarding their new preparation 
called " Liquor Caulophyllin et Pulsatillse." On the 
fourth page of the circular we have " Notes on the Materia 
Medica of Caulophyllin and Pulsatilla." You will be 
surprised, perhaps, that these notes are actually from 
four homoeopathic writers — ^Dr. Hale (New Remedies), 
Dr. Richard Hughes, Dr. Helmuth, and Mr. Gerard Smith. 
We presume that the said chemists thought that the 
old school would not know that these writers were 
homoeopaths, and that it was therefore safe to quote them. 
The result was that the " new " medicine " took," and 
was largely used, and when this had been accomplished 
the homoeopathic " notes " were omitted from subsequent 
circulars: It may be necessary to remind casual non- 
medical readers of this paper, that pulsatilla had been 
since the time of Hahnemann a universally used remedy 
in homoeopathy, and that caulophyllum, though of more 
recent introduction, had been in use by homoeopaths for 
many years before these chemists introduced the medicine 
to the old school in this country In the Lancet of June 
8, 1889, an article on " Uterine Remedies " appears, by 
N. W. Davies, F.R.C.S., in which he comments on the 
failure and uncertainty of the usual emmenagogues of 
the old school, and relates how he was brought to the 
knowledge of pulsatilla by an old lady, a patient of his, 
and that he had found it from experience very successful. 
He was using the preparation above named. 

Corrosive suMimate (mercurius corrosivus) in dysentery. — 
Yet another recorded recommendation of our old friend 
mere. corr. in the above disease. In the Lancet of Nov. 
2, 1889, we have related the experiences of Mr. Choudhoory, 
Assistant Surgeon in the Indian Army, and Medical 
Officer in charge of the Burdwan Hospital. Referring 
to the treatment of chronic dysentery as he met with it 
in the Burdwan Hospital, he says : " Every remedy 
seemed to be equally useless. Thousands of cases of this 
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fell disease have been treated in the Burdwan Charitable 
Hospital within the last five or six years, and to my 
knowledge a very large number of them died, notwith- 
standing every recognized treatment." He then tried 
perohloride of mercury, and found that under its use 
" some of the most hopeless cases of the chronic type 
were cured within a comparatively shorter time than 
what could have been expected under any other treatment 
I have treated," he adds, " many cases in this way, and, 
I may say, with almost uniform success." He then gives 
the details of three cases One patient had been ill three 
months • he left the hospital cured in four days. In 
another, who had been on a pilgrimage to Juggernaut, 
and had been ill for seven or eight days, passing twenty 
stools of blood and mucus per diem, the colour of the stools 
was changed in two or three days, and he left the hospital 
cured within three weeks of his admission. A third, 
a Hindu woman, had been suffering from dysentery for 
nearly a month, and was discharged cured on the sixth 
day after her admission. The dose Mr. Choudhoory 
gave was 5 minims of the liq. hydrarg. perchlor., equal 
to about 5 minims of our 3x dSution. Excellent 
testimony this to the therapeutic value of a drug which 
produces a similar state when given in a large dose to a 
healthy person ! 

RhiLS toxicodendron in rheumatism. — In the TherapeiUic 
Gazette of Oct., 1889, is a paper on " Clinical Observations 
on Rhus Tox.," in which the author relates a number 
of striking cures of rheumatic pain and stiffness by this 
medicine, which homoeopaths have used since the days 
of Hahnemann, owing to its pathogenetic action in 
producing a marked type of rheumatism. The cases 
were contributed by a number of observers, and apparently 
surprised both them and the author of the paper. The 
author says he gained his knowledge from a patient, and 
also the dose to give, which was 1 to 5 drops of the Ix 
dilution of rhus. 

69. — Arsenite of copper in " cholera morbus," which 
seems to be ,the name in America for what we call 
" EngUsh cholera." As already pointed out, both arsenic 
and copper produce severe diarrhoea, &c., and though we 
homoeopaths generally use arsenic and copper separately 
according to pathogenetic indications, yet the chemical 
combination of the arsenite of copper is often a most 
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valuable one, especially in chronic cases. In the same 
paper, the Therapeutic Gazette, just quoted from, we find 
the experiences of Dr, Aulde, of Philadelphia, in the 
successful treatment of this complaint, and also in the 
case of a calf affected with " scours " ; and by Dr. T. H. 
Stewart, who relates his own case and that of his daughter. 
We have not space to quote the cases in full, but they are 
excellent examples of homoeopathy. 

Cactus in heart disease. — I alluded a short time ago to 
the " discovery " of cactus as a heart tonic by a continental 
physician. And in the British Medical Journal of Jan. 
11, 1890, we have a paper by Dr. Orlando Jones on the 
same subject, praising its efficacy as a heart tonic. 

Rhus tox, in rheumatism again! — In the Therapeutic 
Gazette of Feb., 1890, a paper by Dr. C. R. Carpenter, 
of Leavenworth, Kansas, on the value of rhus in rheu- 
matism, which he says he '' had stumbled upon accident- 
ally," and gave cases which he cured in a very short time. 
Dr. Wood, the editor, bears out the above author's 
remarks, but as he says he gave it "indiscriminately" 
in a large number of cases, he had some successes and some 
failures. Of course he would if he gave it " indiscrimi- 
nately," as rhus is only homcBopathic to a well-marked 
type of rheumatism, and is useless in others which do not 
indicate it. 

Double action of medicines. — In a paper in the New York 
Medical Times, of 1891, Dr. 6. A. Freeman has an article 
on a paper contributed to the Medical Record, May 16, 
1891, by Dr. S. Henry Dessau, of which he gives a 
summary, from which I extract the following : " In the 
investigation of the physiological action of drugs perhaps 
the most important fact which has been disclosed is that 
of their doiMe action. . . . The testimony from all 
sources goes to show that in all carefully conducted and 
recorded experiments the primary effect of a drug as 
manifested in physiological disturbances is the direct contrary 
of the secondary or more fully developed action of the drug. 
I have long thought that a more rational therapeutics 
could be founded upon the utilization of the primary 
physiological action of drugs when given in their minimum 
quantity to produce this effect, eliminating from considera- 
tion, of course, all chemical antidotal actions that drugs 
possess. To my mind it presents many advantages, 
chief of which is the simple and rational principle of 
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applying the uncomplicated action of a drug to a diseased 
action, which is of a Uke uncomplicated nature, as a means 
of cure. That is to say, we obtain the action of the remedy 
without its consequent reaction, which in this instance 
would be the equivalent to the restoration of normal 
physiological action. The secondary advantage of giving 
a remedy with little or no disagreeable taste, either in 
the form of a small sugar-of-milk tablet or an aqueous 
solution, is not to be slightingly regarded, not only in our 
practice among children, but also with adults of a delicate 
and fastidious taste. I have endeavoured to show that 
a certain class of drugs affecting the nerves, and another* 
the specific organs and tissues, have an undoubted double 
action, the primary or initial action being the direct 
contrary of the secondary or complete physiological 
action ; and that the primary action being, so to say, 
devoid of reaction when obtained from the exhibition 
of the minimum dose, can be scientifically applied for its 
direct action against those disturbances of the economy 
cori^esponding in their effects to the secondary or full 
physiological action of the drug employed. The question 
of dosage necessarily becomes one of the highest importance, 
and it behoves us to turn our attention with all due 
judgment and deliberation to a reformation of this subject." 
I have given this long extract, as it is as clear homoeopathy 
as possible, the double action of drugs being the great 
fact at the bottom of homoeopathic action, the small dose 
being used to cure disorders which are similar to those 
produced by the large doses in the healthy body, and the 
consequent necessity of using only a small dose for cure 
purposes. 

Arsenic. — In the Brit. Med. Jour, of 1891, there is an 
interesting lecture on arsenic by Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, 
in the course of which he says : " Certainly one of the 
most remarkable facts as regards the influence of arsenic 
is, that it appears to prevent certain affections which are 
very similar in nature to those which it causes." This 
fact is only " remarkable " from an allopathic point of 
view. 

Cyanide of mercury. — I have already referred to the 
use of this drug in diphtheria, and its considerably exten- 
sive adoption by the old school, though introduced by 
l]Lomoeopaths. And in the Brit. Med. Jour., of Oct. 10, 
1891, we have further evidence of its value. It is there 



98 Cactus — Bryonia— Copper 

stated that Dr. Ruelle has obtained good results from the 
internal administration of mere, cyan, in the cases of 
children, aged from 2 to 4 years, who were all cured. 
Improvement began at once, and was marked by the third 
day. 

Cactus again. — In the Lancet, Dec. 5, 1891, Dr. Home, 
of Bamsley, writes that he has " for the last twelve 
months been using this remedy with great satisfaction." 
He adds that, " like many other useful remedies, the 
virtues of the night-blooming cactus seem to have been 
long known to homoeopaths and eclectics, but it has not 
*been so much used in this country by regular (sic) 
practitioners." 

I omitted to speak of the writings of Dr. Ross, of 
Manchester, Professor of Clinical Medicine, and of the 
Practice of Physic at Owen's College, Manchester, in the 
" seventies," as it was diflScult to extract from them 
without being too prolix, but one sentence in the Prac- 
titioner for 1878 I must quote. He says : " No one, 
who is competent to form an opinion, can deny that one 
or two of the principles lying at the foundation of the 
system " (of homoeopathy) " are substantially true. 
These principles are what may be briefly termed the local 
actions of medicines, or the elective affinities of the tissues, 
the double action of medicines, and the opposite effects 
of large and small doses" — a practical admission of the 
whole matter in principle. 

Bryonia, — The Hospital of Jan. 4, 1892, introduces 
this medicine to its readers. As authorities for its use 
he quotes Phillips and Brunton. The writer says that it 
" seems to have a definite action on serous membranes." 
" It would seem that bryonia exerts its beneficial action 
in the early stages of inflammation of the pericardium 
and peritoneum, as well as of the pleura." I wonder 
where these " discoverers " of " new " remedies would 
have been, were it not for Hahnemann and homoeopathic 
writings. 

Cuprum (copper) in cholera. — The Brit. Med. Jour. 
of Dec. 16, 1893, quotes a paper by Moricourt from the 
*Gaz. des Hdp., Nov. 14, 1893, in which he draws attention 
to that of Burg, who in 1849 succeeded in arresting the 
cramps of cholera, in the majority of cases, by means of 
copper bars ; and in 1866 sulphate of copper given internally 
to patients who had scarcely a particle of pulse, heat. 
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or urine left, efiEected 16 cures in 18 cases. I have alluded 
to this subject already, and need not again point out 
the homoeopathicity of cuprum to the cramps, vomiting, 
and purging of cholera. It was for this reason that 
Hahnemann predicted cuprum to be one of the most 
sure remedies in this disease. 

Double action of Medicines, — In the Medical Week of 
Dec. 1st, 1893, a paper appears by Dr. R. Lepine, Professor 
of Clinical Medicine in the Medical Faculty of Lyons 
entitled " Reversed (?) action of Mercury in a case of Cere- 
bral Syphilis." He records a case of the above, which he 
treated by mercurial inunction, which was much aggravated 
in all its symptoms by this treatment, and many new 
disease-symptoms added. He then says, " Since my 
attention was called to the fact, I have seen so many cases 
of ' reversed action of remedies ' that I am prepared to 
admit anything in that direction (italics are mine). I don't 
agree with those who systematically shut their eyes to 
all evidence against their favourite conceptions. I quite 
admit that in the majority of cases it is impossible to 
ascertain how this ' reversed action ' is exerted, but it is 
just as impossible to deny that certain remedies occasionally 
produce an unfavourable action in the affections in which 
they are usually most eflBicacious. For example, it is a 
well-established fact that the administration of antipyretic 
remedies, such as quinine or antipyrine, is sometimes 
followed by an attack of fever. Moreover, the conclusion 
to be drawn from a recent observation is that quinine may 
prove beneficial in the treatment of deafness." The 
author of this article has no doubt that in this case quinine 
" had done exactly the reverse of what it usually does." 
Dr. Lepine goes on to say, " Such being the case, there is 
no reason why mercury should not aggravate a case of 
syphilitic headache, although the exact mechanism of 
such an action is still unknown." This remarkable passage 
admits fully the double, reverse action of medicines, but 
Dr. Lepine seems to have no idea of what this leads to, 
viz., homoeopathy. Of course, his doses of mercury were 
in reality poisonous ones for his patient, and hence the 
aggravation of the headache and all other symptoms, 
which he expected would be cured, and which would 
have been cured by small doses. 

Sulphur in Piles, — In the Practitioner for April, 1894, 
we find the following : " Bothenkem has recently called 
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attention to an old remedy which is in danger of being lost 
sight ot, viz,, sulphur. He believes its effect is not merely 
to be ascribed to the mild purgative action of the sulphur 
preparations, but rather to a constitutional effect upon 
the haemorrhoids, as the remedy is only given in very small 
quantities. 'It is administered in the form of a sulphur 
water (about J grain of 'potassium sulphide to an ounce 
of water), and a teaspoonful in a glass of water sipped 
during the course of the day (that is, ^^ grain in the course 
of the day in divided doses. — D.D.B.) Bothenkern quotes 
the case of a patient who had suffered for years from 
alternate itching sensations, irritation, and marked burn- 
ing around the anus, which increased occasionally to 
severe pain with every evacuation. There might be seen 
at these times a bluish red nodule which appeared 
somewhat suddenly. With a moveable pedicle, it attained 
the size of a hazel nut, and occasioned real distress. In 
the first two days after the administration of the remedy 
a diminution of pain was noted ; after eight days the 
haemorrhoid had distinctly decreased in size ; a week later 
it was hardly visible and soon disappeared (Therap, 
Monatschrifte, 2, 1894)." An excellent homoeopathic 
cure. 

Bichromate of Potash (Kali Bichromicum). — A striking 
paper by Prof. Fraser of Edinburgh, read before the inter- 
national Congress held in Rome, is printed in the Lancet 
of April 14th, 1894 — " On Bichromate of Potassium as a 
remedy in gastric affections." In accordance with the 
rule adopted in this paper, I refrain from referring to Dr. 
Drysdale's masterly proving of this drug, but the irritant 
action of it on the stomach is now so well-known that it 
is unnecessary to go into details. From an allopathic 
point of view, one would have thought that this would 
be the last drug an allopath would dream of giving in severe 
dyspepsia, with vomiting, gastric pain, etc., or still more 
in gastric ulcer. Yet here we find Prof. Fraser advocating 
its use in small doses in dyspepsia, of which he gives 
eighteen cases, many of them aggravated ones, which were 
relieved almost at once, and cured in a short time. Then 
follows a series of ten cases of gastric ulcer, cured by the 
bichromate. A most complete piece of homoeopathy. 
I only wish I had space to extract the cases in full. 

Double a-ction of medicines, — The Kansas Medical Journal 
1894 — reprinted in the New York Medical Times — has 
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an article headed " The size of the doses." In it we find 
the following interesting and remarkable passage. " A 
large number, if not all of the drastic cathartics, when 
given in small doses, are tonics. Fowler's solution of 
arsenic, an irritant poison, when given in one-tenth to 
one-fourth drop doses, is soothing to the mucous membrane 
of the stomach. In fact, there are few therapeutic agents 
but what have a two-fold action, and the physician who does 
not remember this and act upon his knowledge, employs but 
half the power for good contain£d in the drug,^^ One might 
almost suppose that the writer was an avowed 
homoeopath. 

70. — Antipyrin in pruritus. — The numbers of cases lately 
recorded of the skin rashes with intense irritation and 
itching caused by antipyrin, render it unnecessary to refer 
to them in detaU. In the Brit. Med, Jour, of 1895, the 
following is related. " F. Arnstein (Gazeta Lekaraka, 
No. 48, 1894, p. 1298) following Blaschko's recommendation 
(Berlin Klin, Wochenschr, No. 22, 1891) has tried antipyrin 
internally (in powder, 1 gramme at bedtime) in two severe 
cases, one of which was that of a woman, aged twenty- 
eight, with pruritus nervosus of three months' standing, 
while the other referred to a woman, aged 66, with inveter- 
ate pruritus senilis. In both the itching quietly subsided 
and disappeared altogether in a couple of weeks. Both 
of the patients had been previously treated by various 
physicians, and after various ordinary methods, without 
obtaining any relief whatever." Another pretty piece of 
homoeopathy. 

Apocynum Cannahinum and the Heart. — I have already 
referred to the use of this drug by allopaths in heart and 
kidney affections. The New York Medical Times of Jan. 
1895 has the following. 

"Dr. Glinski {Gaz, Degli Ospedali, No. 82, 1894) by 
experiments on animals, has found that the root of apo- 
cynum cantMbinum contains a violent poison, which, in 
large doses, paralyses the heart, and, in small quarUities, 
retards and strengthens its beats. Basing himself on these 
results, he experimented on himself, for he suffered from 
hypertrophy of the left ventricle, with intercurrent attacks 
of dilatation of the heart, mitral murmur, dyspnoea, etc. 
He took 15 drops of the fluid extract three times a day. 
Having observed that all his symptoms disappeared in 
two days, he experimented on other cases having 
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palpitation and disturbed compensation, where strophan* 
thus and adonis vemalis were without result, and digitalis 
seemed contra-indicated." He reports the details of his 
cases, and gives his conclusions. Its action on the heart 
and kidneys had been long known to homoeopaths. 

71. — Uranium nitrate in Diabetes. — ^At the Annual Meet- 
ing of the British Medical Association, held in London in 
1895, Dr. Samuel West read a paper on the beneficial action 
of this drug in diabetes. Forty years before this, Leconte 
discovered that uranium had the almost imique power of 
producing glycosuria, and from that time it has been 
utilized in diabetes by homoeopaths, and with great success, 
guided by the unfailing law of similars. And here we have 
Dr. Samuel West advocating the use of the drug. If this 
is not homoeopathy, I should like to know what is. 

Bichromate of Potash (Kali Bichrom.). — Following my 
notice of Prof. Fraser's cases of dyspepsia and gastric ulcer, 
we find in the Lancet of Sept. 14th, 1895, a paper by Dr. 
Bradbury, the Downing Professor of Medicine in Cambridge, 
" On the value of Bichromate of Potash in certain affections 
ot the stomach." He tells us he knew nothing of its use 
till he read Prof. Fraser's paper, already noticed. He 
then gave it in several cases, which he relates, of severe 
dyspepsia with pain, vomiting of food, and sometimes of 
blood, with the most excellent results. I have not space 
to extract his cases, but one is worth reproducing, from 
its severity and long standing — seven years — a woman, 
aged 46, who, for seven years had suffered from pain in 
the stomach and vomiting. She had lost flesh, and had 
occasionally brought up dark blood in the vomit. On 
admission, the gastric pain was constant, being worse after 
food, and attended by vomiting after every meal. A 
capsule, containing ^V of a grain, was given three times 
daily, with an occasional dose of an elixir of cascara. 
During the night she vomited once, but was free from pain. 
After three weeks in hospital she was discharged, and on 
reporting herself a fortnight later, said that she was prac- 
tically well. 

Cantharides in Cystitis. — I have already referred to the 
homoeopathic use of this drug in cystitis, etc., in the old 
school. In the Brit. Med, Jour, 1895, we have the 
following : " Fredenberg {Wien. Klin, Woch, June 6th, 
1895) has tried cantharidine in fifty-six cases of cystitis. 
The formula used was cantharidine (Merck's) 0*001 
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( = 1 mg.) alcohol ad solvend 10; aq. destill. ad 100. A 
teaspoonful of this was given three or four times a day ; 
larger doses did not succeed if this failed. Results : 
(1) In five cases no improvement ; of these only one was 
afterwards cured by local treatment after trying other 
drugs ; the other four resisted even operative treatment 
(cases of vesical tuberculosis, contracted fibrous bladder, 
etc.). (2) In nineteen its action was slight, or even doubt- 
ful, the strangury alone being improved, or the urine 
clearing without the cure being complete. In one of these 
the cystitis was due to perforating silk sutures after laparo- 
tomy, and the strangury was alone improved ; in another, 
the bladder had diverticulae ; some remained, however, 
in which the drug failed without apparent cause, for 
example, in one case of gonorrhoeal cystitis afterwards 
cured by sandal-wood oil. (3) The remaining fifty-two 
cases were completely cured, often surprisingly quickly, 
(the italics are mine). In three cases of gonorrhoeal 
cystitis cantharidine succeeded where sandal wood oil 
failed." On what principle other than the homoeopathic 
such treatment could be given I am at a loss to comprehend. 

Cantharides again in inflammation of the kidneys. Dr. 
Dessau, of New York, whom I have already had to quote, 
writing in the New York Medical Times of 1896, says that 
" his use of cantharides in acute and subacute desquama- 
tive nephritis " was based on experiments by Prof. Comil, of 
Paris. After quoting the results of his experiments in 
the production of nephritis and albuminuria by Cantharis, 
he says: " Believing firmly in the theorem that the primary 
physiological action of a remedy or minimum dose is the 
direct opposite of its secondary physiological action or 
poisonous dose, and that the primary physiological action 
of a drug exerts a therapeutical effect in a disease whose 
symptoms resemble those produced by the secondary 
physiological action of the same drug, I felt confident that 
cantharides was not only the best indicated, but as shown 
by Comil, a scientific remedy for scarlatinal and diph- 
theritic nephritis, and I was happy to find from practical 
experience that my confidence was not misplaced." This 
is naked homoeopathy, and nothing else. 

Aconite again in fever, etc. In the Medical Brief, 
U.S.A., of March, 1897, we find the first paper, stated 
to have been written for this journal, " by William Murrell, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician and Lecturer on Materia Medica 
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and Therapeutics at Westminster Hospital," and entitled, 
The Therapeutical Uses of Aconite and Aconitine. He 
begins thus, " No physician who values his reputation as 
a practical therapeutist can afford to be ignorant of the 
value of aconite as a medicinal agent. I will go further, 
and will say that no doctor who is unacquainted with the 
use of small and frequently repeated doses of this drug 
is fit to be trusted with the care of the lives of women and 
children." To which I respond Amen, He goes on to say, 
" It has not a wide range of action, but what it does it 
does well. It is indicated in the initial stage of all febrile 
complaints." He then gives " an illustration of the class 
of cases in which it is useful " — a case in which " the 
patient is in for an attack of quinsy," and the beautiful 
results of giving aconite. He then says that aconite 
" answers almost equally well in all forms of localized 
inflammation, whether due to an ordinary cold or to some 
graver form of disease, such as pneumonia, pleurisy, or 
peritonitis. Even should the elevation of temperature 
be due to the onset of one of the acute specific diseases, it 
will help to bring out the rash, and will mitigate the 
severity of the subsequent symptoms." Where would 
modern old school practice be had it not been for Hahne- 
mann and his law of similars ? Dr. Murrell concludes his 
paper with the following amusing sentence, " To sum up, 
in aconite and its alkaloid aconitine, we have two most 
valuable therapeutical agents, but it is essential to know 
how to use them. They will work wonders in the hands 
of a careful man, but if the doctor is too busy to study 
the subject and take the requisite precautions, he had 
better confine his attention to calomel and Epsom salts." 
" The dose," he says, " should never exceed one-third of 
a minim of the tincture." This dose he gives every ten 
minutes for the first hour, and then every hour till relieved. 
This for an adult, but for a child 4 years old, /g oi a minim, 
and for an infant a year old 3^2 of a minim " or even less." 
72. Msculus hippocastanum (horse chestnut.) in piles. — 
This is, as we all know from its provings, one of the most 
valuable of homoeopathic medicines in the treatment of 
haemorrhoids. In the PharmaceiUical Journal of 1897, we 
find this remedy recommended for this complaint as 
"tincture of horse chestnut." I presume that to call it 
aesculus hipp., as we should have expected from the above 
journal, would savour too strongly of homoeopathy ! but 
it shows which way the wind blows. 
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Ergot {Secede) again in threatened abortion. — ^I noticed 
formerly the advocacy of Dr. Alfred Meadows and others 
of the use of ergot in threatened abortion. In the British 
Med, Journal of March, 1897, is a paper by Dr. Lombe 
Atthill, of DubUn, ex-master of the Rotunda Hospital, 
in which he relates a case of recurrent abortion. The 
usual condition came on about the same time as on previous 
occasions. " Haemorrhage set in, which she knew was the 
forerunner of another miscarriage. I saw her a few hours 
later. There were no pains, but the os was patulous, and 
her state identical with what it had been in her previous 
illness. I came to the conclusion that she must certainly 
abort, and I at once put her on ergot and strychnine, with 
the view of getting rid of the ovum rapidly. The dose of 
ergot was repeated every two hours, and I watched this 
lady all day, hourly expecting that she would have recur- 
rence of the hnemorrhage wMch had so alarmed her and 
me on the previous occasion. But instead of this the 
hsemorrhage lessened ; night came on, and she slept. 
Next day the os was not the size of a split pea. This lady 
went to the full term, and gave birth, to her great joy, to 
a son." He goes on to say, " From that day on I invari- 
ably administered ergot to women threatened with 
abortion. In some it produced no effect whatever ; in 
a few it induced uterine action, and the expulsion of the 
ovum followed. In the majority the threatening symp- 
toms disappeared, and pregnancy proceeded normally ; 
but in not one of them did I regret having administered 
ergot, and I am satisfied that if the ovum is not blighted, 
that is, ceases to be a living body, the ergot acts as a uterine 
tonic, and renders the organ in many cases fitted to undergo 
the further changes which take place in it during utero- 
gestation ; but if the ovum is detached and blighted, 
then it becomes, as it were, a foreign body, and ergot is 
then likely to stimulate the uterus, and to expel its con- 
tents. This opinion is, of course, based only on the results 
of my personal observation, but of its correctness I have 
no doubt." I need not state, as it is so imiversally known, 
that ergot in fall doses will produce abortion, and that in 
labour it brings on violent expulsive pains, and yet we 
have Dr. Atthill speaking of ergot as a " uterine tonic," 
when he knew very well the effect of large doses. He 
demonstrated the double action of the medicine, and 
makes use of the homoeopathic law to cure the very state 
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that large doses produce. Some men seem incapable of 
re(i8oning from facts, or else shut their eyes to obvious, 
but inconvenient, conclusions. 

Bichromate of potash (kali bichrom.) in gastric ulcer 
again. — In the British Med. Journal of April, 1898, Dr. 
McHardy, of Cullen, N.B., gave notes of a case of gastric 
ulcer in a woman, aged 41, who had suffered severely from 
gastric ulcer for twenty years. The bichromate " was 
administered for a month, when the entire group of gastric 
symptoms had subsided, and the patient rapidly gained 
in weight. Vomiting, previously a most distressing 
symptom, ceased after the first dose of the bichromate." 

Gantharides again, in kidney disease and hsBmaturia. — 
In the British Medical Journal of Sept. 17, 1898, we find 
a communication from Octavius Beven, M.D., D.P.H., 
of Balham. The paper is so interesting and convincing 
that I extract it entire. It is entitled " Gantharides as 
a Haemostatic in Hsematuria and its use in Albuminuria." 

" The beneficial effects of cantharides, taken internally, 
in certain affections of the kidneys do not seem to be 
generally known" (that is in the old school, of course — 
D.D.B.) ; " hence no apology is needed for bringing 
before the profession the notes of the following case : 
S. H. N., aged 68, a joiner, had always enjoyed perfectly 
good health until the beginning of August, 1897, when 
he passed a large quantity of blood with a few clots by 
the urethra ; no pain, however, was experienced. He 
was ordered rest in bed, and ergot, which stopped the 
haemorrhage. It recurred, however, directly the patient 
got about again. Subsequently all the haemostatics 
mentioned in the Pharmacopoeia — catechu, logwood, 
galls, oak-bark, alum, iron, ergot;, tannin, hamamelis, 
&c. — were tried with little or no benefit. Last November 
he went up to one of the London hospitals, where he was 
seen by a distinguished surgeon, who could not find any 
disease either of the bladder or the kidneys. He was 
recommended haemostatics, and, if he derived no benefit 
from these, exploration of the kidneys was suggested to 
him — a course he would not agree to on account of his 
age. For five months he took large doses of the prescribed 
haemostatics three times a day, but his condition, both 
bodily and mentally, became worse, and the haemorrhage 
increased. It was in this state that he came under my 
care at the beginning of May, ten months from the 
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commencement of his illness. The urine on microscopical 
examination showed quantities of blood corpuscles and 
a few casts. No enlargement of the kidneys could be 
detected on palpation, and no pain whatsoever was 
experienced. I prescribed tincture of cantharides, 
minims 5, three times a day, and regular exercise. In 
twenty-four hours all the haemorrhage had stopped, and 
the urine became quite clear. I then omitted the 
cantharides, but in ten days there was again a little blood 
in the urine, which immediately cleared up after a couple 
of doses of the mixture. As a precautionary measure, 
I ordered a dose to be taken occasionally, with the result 
that no blood has been passed since. I omitted the 
cantharides entirely a fortnight ago, and put him on a 
preparation of iron to combat his anaemia. The effect 
of the cantharides was marvellous, in that it stopped in 
twenty-four hours the hcemorrhage which, so far from 
yielding, had increased under the usual hcemostatics 
prescribed for a period of ten months, (The italics are 
mine — D.D.B.) Eest had nothing to do with the cessation, 
as I told the patient to be out of doors as much as possible. 
The diagnosis I dare not venture upon. To the tonic 
effect {sic) of small doses of cantharides on the kidneys 
I ascribe the successful result. This drug also brings 
about a very striking diminution in the amount of albumin 
in the urine of patients suffering from ' large white ' 
kidney, if given in small doses ; whether this diminution 
is permanent I am at present unable to judge." 

How Dr. Beven can speak of cantharides as a " tonic " to 
the kidneys, when the veriest tyro in medicine knows that 
it is perhaps the most powerful known irritant to these 
organs, producing acute inflammation of the kidneys, 
with albuminuria and haemorrhage, is beyond compre- 
hension. When will the old school open their eyes to 
see, and to put two and two together ? An amusing 
sequel to the above is that our colleague Dr. Arnold wrote 
to the Brit, Med, Jour, to point out that such treatment 
has been a common piece of homoeopathic practice ever 
since Hahnemann's time, " and that it is used by homoeo- 
paths for the very reason that it produces similar 
symptoms." This letter was not published by the Brit, 
Med. Jour, as being, I suppose, too compromising for 
their columns, but speaking volumes. 

Cantharides again. — In the Brit, Med, Jour, of Nov. 19, 
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1898, Dr. Goff, of Dundnmi, co. t)ublin, writes under the 
heading, " The treatment of HsBmaturia by Cantharides," 
saying that having seen the account of Dr. Beven's case, 
he tried it -in a similar case, where ergot and strychnia 
had completely failed. After describing the case, he 
states that he gave her 5 minims of tincture of cantharides 
three times a day. " To my astonishment, in exactly 
twenty-four hours after she had taken four doses of the 
medicine, the hsematuria had completely disappeared. 
I then reduced it to one dose daily for two days, when I 
stopped it altogether, as there had not been the slightest 
return of the bleeding. It is now some weeks since her 
attack, and she is quite strong again." 

Bichromate of potash again in gastritis. — ^The Medical 
Times of May, 1899, quotes a case reported by Prof. 
Fraser, of Edinburgh, in the Scottish Medical and Surgical 
Reporter, of long-standing ulcer of the stomach cured 
by this medicine. " Professor Fraser says that in many 
other cases of chronic gastritis with persistent vomiting, 
which had defied every other medicine, the use of the 
bichromate was attended by the happiest results." 

Iodide of potassium in acne. — In the May number of 
the Practitioner, 1900, Dr. James Galloway has a paper 
entitled " Iodide of Potassium in the treatment of Acne." 
He states that the characteristic pustular eruption 
produced by the internal administration of iodine is well 
known. He then quotes Ringer's description of the 
iodine eruption : " The rash does not always present 
the same appearance. It is often very much like acne 
(the italics are mine — D.D.B.), and is always hard, shotty, 
and indurated ; but the papules may be broad and large, 
and covered with what looks Uke a half-developed vesicle 
or pustule." Dr. Galloway then relates a case of acne, 
when, during the vacation when he was absent, a change 
of treatment was adopted, and the patient took a medicine 
in which were about 5 grains of iodide of potassium to 
the ounce. He developed a severe iodide eruption, and 
after it subsided the acne had vanished. 

73. Apomorphine in sickness and vomiting, — This 
drug is now well known as an emetic even in small doses. 
A letter appears in the Brit, Med. Jour, of Nov. 10, 1900, in 
which a case is related of a woman who was in an excitable 
and restless state, due to alcohol. To aid the emptying of 
the stomach by vomiting, the doctor gave a hypodermic 



